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should know Iiiiii well, a privile-Q whicli the present writer cannot
boast. The present writer, therefore, caii (Io little more tliail follow

the Iii-Il road of Sir John's career as a public man, pointing ont
those inilestones coninieiiiorative of the ever decreasing distance

between the Architect of the Dominion and his assured niche in the
'reiiil)le of Faille.

People talk glibly enougli about statesnien, but few realize the
import of the word. 'i'lie terni - statesnian " is, by iiiieducated
and lialf-educated persons, applied to clainorous politicians and

hysterical grievalice-nion -ers, wlio should be better described as
stateswonien, " ail expression whicli, as we all know, Beil jonson

used in contempt.
But a statesniau is a. ram avis. Tliere are not tliree now livilig

in the United States. Tliere are not five in Canada. Sir jolin
Nlacdonald is, beyoiid all comparison, the greatest of our four, -and,

indeed, the greatest on the continent. Wliy a population of be-
tween fifty and sixty millions should ýieI(I fewer statesnien than a

population of between five and six millions need not be discussed
lierc. Our freer institutions and inimeasurably grancler tradition

and Iiistory as ail integral. part of the greatest empire of the world
are more fâvourable to the production and developiiient of states-

inanship than are the "roucyli, raw, aud deniocratic" fasllions of
the Ainerican 'Rel)ublic. Ali minent Canadian forcibly expressed,

011 the 4tl' of January, i8S9, ail estiinate of the dig nity of positions
in the two comitries wliich implied this trutli, and so speaking, lie
showed Iiiniself to be not only a patriot, but also a man of solind,

practical coninion sense: " I would inyself," said the Honourable
Oliver Mowat, "ratlier be Preinier of Ontario than Governor of
New York ; and, if I liad any ambition for still Il iglier public
lionours, whicli I have not, I would rather be Premier of Canada
tlian President of the United States." Wliile the main attributes
of st.itesiiiaiisliip are iieceýsarily tlie saine everywliere, the accidents
differ widely in the case of the publie men of Great Britaiii, the
United States, and Canada. Nowliere does the training of men for
public life begin as early as in Canada and in the Ainerican
Republic: and mie would, therefore, look for a proportionate

thorougliness and culture in Aniericaii and Canadian publie men.


