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vour minds a wide field of knowledge in which the

classies oceupy aprominent place. 1 do not mean that,
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A s hiberally edueated man,” says President Gilman, of |

Johns Hopkins, = should possess the following intellect
ual powers

(1) Concentration : Ability to hold the mind exclu
sively and persistently on the subject under attention.

(2) Distribution @ Power to arrange and classify the
knowledge acquired.

(3) Retention.

(1) ]‘:.\Ill‘r\\iun.

(D) The power of judging, or of making sharp  dis-
crimination between that which is true and that which
is false, between that which is good and that which is
bad, that which ix temporary and that which is per-
petual. that which is essential and  that  which s
accidental,

These powers cannot be given to a student 1n any
degree of perfection while he is in the common school.
Certainly not, nor does any man out of school have them
all perfectly developed.  This fact remains, nevertheless:
should a student fail to develop these powers to any
degree when at school, he will never develop them
afterwards.

Add to these intellectual powers the power of self-
control, and you have before you what should be the
first aim of every teacher. .

These powers are to he 11(*\'0]()[\041 t]ll'(,lllf_,'h lll(' slll)—
Jeets in the course of \lu'l_\'. .

The committee of ten recommend that every subject
taught at all, should be taught to the same extent and
in the same way to every pupil, no matter what the
probable destination of the pupil may be. And every
subject studied at all; must be studied so thoroughly
and in such a way, as to provide substantial mental
training.  The first part of the recommendation 18
clearly sound, and upon a little observation yvou will all
agree with the last part. The mere smattering of any
subject is of no practical use, and would rather allow
the formation of bad habits of study, than compel the
formation of vood ones.

Again, those subjects that are likely to be of most
use in hfe should be chosen 1n Ilrt‘ft'l‘('lh'l’ to those which
are purely disciplinary, provided each gives the same
amount of mental training.

While the first aim 1s [(H](‘\l’lﬂp power in the student,
as many useful facts must be wiven as is possible while

inducing this mental development. Not only is know-
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ledee of the world necessary that this ideally strong

man may be ])I'm]m‘t’ll, but of itself it is of great 1m

portance.  In fact it is that a man may discover truth,

Fhat phrvase calls np - in many of ‘ classify and retain it, and he able to understand his re-

lation to the world and to men around him, that it is
so necessary to have these powers.  If, on leaving school,
he were to cease acquiring knowledge, then the impart-
ing of facts would be the first aim of the teacher. One
hundred years at school would not give a child all the
facts that are to be learned; so it becomes the teacher’s
duty to develop in the student power, and give the
largest number of facts possible while developing that
power.

A student generally forms those inclinations at school
that lead to the choice of a profession. This is one
reason why the course of study should be wide. Not
wide that each student may gain an insight into those
things which will he of use to him professionally at
some later time, but for this reason: Knowledge of
anything tends to create an interest in that thing, and
the wider a man’s interests the wider his sympathies,
and in those many more points is he in touch with the
world. A lady said the other day, “Oh, I am reading
all about bicycles,” a friend asked her where she found
anything on the subject. The reply was, “ Why, every
paper T pick up seems to have something about them.”
You have all noticed this; when an interest is awaken-
ed in any subject, articles on that subject catch your
eve that would have been passed over unnoticed before.

Again, the aim is to develop power. Power develop-
ed in algebra is power, but it is not directly available
in solving the problems at issue in the late general
election.  Power developed in the study of political
economy would have been of more immediate value.
Power developed in algebra would be of more use in
other mathematical subjects than that developed in the
study of political economy.

What is the natural relation of the subjects! They
are generally divided into three classes:

1. The symbolic subjects: those which are necessary
in order that one may learn of others—reading, writing
spelling, numbers, grammar and formal composition.

2. The content subjects, in which the facts them-
selves are important - history, geography, literature and
the natural sciences.

3. Those subjects which are for the training of the
hody - physical exercise and the different lines of manua
training.

As can veadily be seen this classification has no re-
ference whatever to the kind of mental training the
subjects afford.  The second list contains the material
on which the first has to work. Number, for instance,
is of itself of no use in practical life. But whenever
something is learned of the trees or animals or men

around us, or of time and space, number becomes in-
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