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stili living on th(! saine farmi, -and it seemus ta mue tiîat he's
turned his wifé inta so uiany dollars that he's got in the
batik, and that arc no more reai use or poil to hlmii than
his wife lu the grave, for he's saving -ild laying tip uioney
Cvery year. Howvcr, that isfu't ni), sory ; WC sat and
talked, and 1lauggied and told stories il[ the afterniooni till
it begant ta get a littie dnsk, and Ean'Iy wanted ta go for
honte. Wcll, the others woulclu't h:ear of it, for the
Di)uchmaln liad just got ont his accordiomi, and E ii'ly hiad
becu singing, 'vitb bini a.piaying and putting in.the hass.
Em'ly was a fine singer lu thase days, andi tlhe>- wouldti't
let bier go, besides, they lîadîî't bad supper, and they
wvanted to have a gante at cards and sîîapil dragon, so as
to have it look like Chiristnîais. So she.g.ive lu, as she
niost always docs, bless bier, and the sitigitg îvcnt on,
and the l)utchrilan and bis %vife sang somne songs about
the Christ child, and so on, and it was very p!eàsatit. 1
don't knov how it is, but it seenîis to nie tlat foikSa.way
in thc Woods get more fini out of sucli meetings than city
people.; pcrhaps it's because thcy're so scattcred, andl
don't sec each other so olten, but maybe l'ni wrong.
WcIl, anywvay wc biad tbe cards, and playcd with bcech-
nuts, for 1 don't believe iii taking a mnan's moaney if I
haven't given hlmi somncthing for it, and wce had the siap
dragon, and the ivomen conîpared their bibics (îhey ail]
had babies) til i got ta bc tell o'clock, and wvhcni the
dlock struck a lot of %volves began ta howi outside, and
iily wifc junîps ni> and says, ' Oh, I wish I was honte!
Sa they wanted ber ta stop) ail nighit, but she wonldn't <la
that, and I 'vent ont anti put the hiorses ta antI drove the
slcd round ta tbe door. 0f course, thc wvauîen taikc<i
and talked, and 1 bad ta cals ont ta Emn'Iy, for 1 diclmVt
like ta le-ive the horses, it was snch a stinging colti night,
and thcy sceecd s0 skcearv.

1 liad drivcn up close ta the door, sa as she could step
in casily, and as she got in sbe handed nie a packet, and
says, Il Put this iii yotir pocket, John." Sa says 1,
"%Vliazt's this ? " "O0nly sanie red peîj>er for the pickles
that you said îvcren't hoat Ilug. Ail right," I s.ays,
and off ive go. idHold tbe baby safciy,'" savs I, "fur
we'l bave saie liard bunmping ; it's as inncli as I cati do
ta hold tbc liarses."' Weil, they did pull ; I believe they,
were friglitened by the ivoives liowling out lu the bush.
It ivas mîîast toa cold ta taik, for wlbcn it's awav below
zero it's best ta kcep yonr nmontb shut, and 've rattled
along; the horses ktie% weii enough tbey wcre going
homte, and wvanted ta get into thie stable again as sooui as
possible.

%Ve'd gonc inaybe a third of the iva>' wblen Enî'iy pulls
nîy arnm. Iljohin," she says, "'thec' soinething belîind
us," and sure enaugh there was. It wvas a inoonliiht
nighit, and away back on the hlîll wc'd conic down, not
more tban a hundred yards behind, 1 conid sec neir a
dozen ivoives giloping aiong aiter us, and gaining at
cvcry stelp. Naw, sanie peoplie ivili tell yout about %valves
bowling anvay as they chase a deer; tiîcy don't <la any-
tbing of the kind. Wh'ien they're runniing tbey iîavcn't
an)' breath ta spire for hoivling. No, sir, they just give
tlîcir iiiind ta running, and don't utter a soutid. I wlîip.
lied ni> the lior.ses, wbile it %ias terrible ta lîcar niy poor
%vifc, as site clntched convnlsively at miy arnm, amîd said,
iii a hoarsc voice, Il Oh, hurry, John, liurry, they'll
get the baby." 1 dan't bel ieve, cv.em then, she once tho uglit
of berseif. No need ta tell nie ta hurry, the hiorses wcrc
doing îiîcir best, and the runners senîed ta shriek as ive
fIew-% over the bard snov, but thcy wvere rapidly gaining
stili. As 1 lookcd back 1 thought there ias sanietiîing
dreadinl and horrible lu thîcir very' silenîce. I couid sec
tlicir eves, naw, anid tlîcir tangues lîanging ont, %%baitever
sbonid 1I(<la? 1 liad no gun ; an axe ive aiîvays carried lu $
those days, ta chop-out fallen trccs, and 1 began ta feel
for it with amie hand, while 1 hcld the reins 'vith the other.

1 iîad given the lîorscs tlîeir iiads, and thcy wcre gallap.
ing awvay as if îiîey kuieî wviat %vas the mîatter ; wc bad
becin going mp.lilI for a1 tillie, but now ive beganl ta des-
cend towards tic swaic, wviere the! iogs ivere îiled ; wc
were mîearing hîonte, but ilhcy wotid catch uis first, sureiy.

Whil feeJing for the axe iii>' hand caille iii contact wiîli
the palier parcel iiîy wvife liad given uie. Red I>cpper 1
ill, if 1 could shiake thit lu their faces, btit no, it could
miot be (lonie ; two ai tlieni %verc lu fromnt ai tue rcst, tlîey
wvere very close. 1 tare open tlîc package and flung it at
theni ; tlîcv felI back, or 1 thouglit sa;' but just at this
tinte tic slcigh jolted aver those accursed logs, and wve
ail bounccd up lu the air. 1 tlîouglit wce should hiave
been îlîroivi ont, aind catiglit liod af i% %vir wifc t widuy
Icit baud ; there ivas a rattle ai filing iogs, tue wvioic
pile scenîe<l ta havc s!ipped imita tue road, st.irtcd hy the
concussion ; tlîis frightcemmd the liorses still mlore, and
tiîcy tare aing, lu an<tbcr mlintute or two d.îshiiîg imita
auir yard, and i>rimîgijn tmp) at the vcry stable doar, as if
tliey wvantcd ta get imta shielter, wvhcre no woives coud
rcarh tiîem.

INow, Emui, vrc're honte !"I cric<l, as 1 junpcd ont,
"dsit tiierc a mintute whible 1 unbitclî ; 1 gucss yau'rc %virni
enougli, are'nt voit?" She didn't ansîver, but 1 suppascd
she %vas to0 ivr.pped up ta spcak. In a minute 1 had the
liarses lu tlîe stable. id And no%% " says I, "l'I carry yon
iii ; couic on, hoid tue baby tighit, i>ut wbhen I wcnt ta
catch hold ai lier site %vas lying back iu the sleigh as if
she wvas dcad, suc liad fainted! 1 carricd lier lu and laid
lier on the bcd, and tiien wvcut back for tue baby. It
%vas'nt tiiere ! I could'nt believe it, I wouhd'nt believe
it, I scarchcd, I threw ont tic robes, no, it was'ut there. !
Noîv for the first tinie I lost ni>' hicd ; I rushed into the
i)use and seizcd ni>' revolver, anîd îîicking ni> the axe as
I came out, 1 tare ont on ta the road and back ta the
swvale as bard as 1 could run. I tliink 1 munst ha' been
i(i for the time.

W',oivcs ! I oui>' ionged ta nicet 'cru ; tbcy might kili
mie anîd wvelconmc if 1 conld only get artong 'eni. It
wvasui't nîore'n a quarter ai a mille froin the bouse, and, as
1 camle rushing dlon the hih, 1 could sec tbrcc or four
%volves snleaking across, anîd across the road tiîey stood
loaking at nie a mlinute ; as I caie nearer they began ta
go off, ilirce or fouîr marc wcere pawviug and siiichlitig round
the lags and I fircd twicc iita the middle ai theni, tbcn
tiecy got ont ai the îvay, and as I fired again thcy set off
at a gallop, and as the sourid ai the pistaI dicd away 1
licard, yes, 1 hecard thc sounid ai a baby's voice, crying;
Ahi ! 1 mever thouglit ta bce so giad ta hear a cbild dry ; I
iever tliouglît ta lîcar that baby cry again ! By this time
I wvas at the spot, and there it 'vas somieiow rigbt under
the logs, it had falîcu down whien the slcigli bunîped and
suid bet%îveen tîvo iogs that ivere iying in the snov, and
wvbcm tue pile siipped dowvn a b~ig anc iiad rolcd over and
rcstcd ami tiiese two, sa it %vas As safe as ii it had been in
lied. I tell you 1 did the biggcst lifting that night I ever
<iid lu mîîy lueé. I had ta lift six iags off before I couhd
get at bier, but ni>', Ilood ivas ni> and 1 tliink 1 had twice
as. mluc stremîgîl as isuai. I got bier out at last, and
tiose cussed covards ai ivoives ivere iaoking au lu tlîc
distance aIl thic tintie and came sucaking along beliud
mue îvheu 1 startcd for hionte. 'riice I stoppcd for 'eni
ta couic np dloser but tbcy stopped tffo. tue>' would'nt
caie iucarer thami a iîuudred y.ads, and feil off altogether
as 1 got witlîini siglît af the clearing.

'l'lie ilîissis wvas just conîing ta w'hen I conie in, sa 1
put a match ta the lire and lit the lamp and made be-
lieve I'd just been carrying the baby ta quiet it. She is
s0 %vell %vraî>î>d nmp that sitc ivasn't any the %varse for lier
,ttmmbic, at Icast site dan't look like it, for tbat's the yonng
ivanian over there, the tali anc wvitiî the curis, a-coming
ta call lier old father ta, tea.


