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dIon ci the seul îhrougb the Hly 'Ghost. The
divinel>' nppointed symbol cf ibis îrutb Is water. To
use much vraer in nny mode, is ta tuin the tbaugbts
front the îruth signiried. If a man stands wiltq
bucketful after buckcîfui oi waîer lu pouicd upin hlm,
hoe is likel>' to bave is thougbts fxed onl>' on te
drenching îo whicbho subiis. If h- is taken out, as
l have seen, on a wntry day, witen thet hermanietct
is Weow zero, and plunged it te ccîd water of
sontie pond or stream, fIl s not la iIcsh and biood te
tink cf anything ai sncb a timte, save the icy shock ai
the waîer and te dripplng discomicît In the :ezing
air. Here la a description of baptisun wlt Il mucb
water," wbach thousandz can versfy frum their owa
clhervation . IlWhena aU the sbaveriag group stood
upon the frosîbouad stose, muiled in their double
envd<,le, bier sîender fim, exposed te the keen Aictic
winds, was let down tbrough the ice ie the ccîd
lîquid element beîow. Sbeafterwards stood upon the
store, ciad in ber icy garmefits unti sevcral more
were immcrsed, and ten, writb a bcdy' benuinbed wth
coîd, was conveyed te bier chamber, wbence, afier a
few weeks of rapid decline, site was removed te the
lonely domicile cf the dcad. Her fiends regarded
ber deatb as tht cofsequen-e of er expJiute at
baiqtin." Now, Mr. Editor, with aIl ycur foadas
for Il much waîcr," I appeai te you, wbat wcuid the
mind ci a persan in sncb circumatances bc mosi
occupied wiib? Would itnfot he wiîthe watr-i.e.,
the nitre sign ? To rise above the maîcriai sign at
snch a time te tht apiritual trutit, wonid demand
neuves cf ircnanad a superbuman wiill And therefore
ttc Ggd who matinuns, and wbo knows us, bas taught
us to use but a littie watcr In baptisun; sufficient to,
auggest to the mnid the trutb cf thte Spirit's purifica-
tion cf the son], and Ioaving thec mmd fiee to dwel
cn tht blsstd truthit iseIL.

Once more as to the relative ritness cf sprinkling
or immersion t0 symbolise a tborougb change cf soul,
tuin up your ible at Ezekiel, Chtap. xxxvi. and read
vcrses 25 to 27 : ' Titn will 1 sprinkle dlean waîer
upon you, and ye shall bccdean ; (rom ail your filthi-
neas and ail yonr idols wiUl I cleanse you. A new
beart, also, wilI I give unto yau, and a new Spirit will
I put within you," etc. It is flot to the çpurpose to sa>'
Christian baptism is flot lier. rnenîioned. We do flot
sa>' that it is ; but we do sa>' that tbere is a great
change of seul hero describcd, as great a change as
God ever wrought on the heait of anyone. God here
promises te His people the pnrifying, sanctifying gracc
of His Spirit, cleansing tbem frounail fihines of
sin, and consecrating themn whollyinte is b!essed
service. And tbis ail puriiying, all-sanctiiying ail-
pervadiag work of the Spirit, bow dots God say that
it is properl>' symbolized ? Look again ai the begin-
ning cf the passage above qnoted, and you will find
that God tels us ernphatically it is by the sprinkliutg of
citait war-"l thcn will I sprinkle dlean water upon
>ou" etc.

Yen have aîready acknowledged, Mr. Editar, that
titere is na case un the Old Testament witere one per-
sont, by divine command, ummrsed anotiter. Il is
immersed another. It is nndsputed that there are in-
numerable cases in whicb anc man, by Uic divine coin-
niand, sprinkled waîer on another. I trust that you
wil yet bcecnabîed ta sec that bath these statemcnts
are as truc cf the New Testament as cf the Old.

[Te be continued ithe Lard will].

WHY ARE PRA VER ifEETIIVGS S0
TRINL Y A TTENVDED Y

MR. EDI'roR,-- would ask the question, Why are
prayer meetings su ihinly atîcnded in a great rnany of
aur congregatuons ? True, Gad kuars Uic îwcs and
threes titat meet tagether un Hua name. But ini com-
paring our Sabbatb congregations wiîb eur weekly
prayer meetings a âtrangtr would be apîte îb tink he
liait corne ta the wrong bouse. Wben be sets te
mînister, and two eiders, and perbaps ten or a dczcn
women scattered about in great lonesomeness over
a spaco simlar in sure to Johnathan and bis armant-
bearetu taule graurud. W. cften hear st said titat thc
pra>er meeting is the pulse cf the chrcb, widi w.
belueve ta b a uue sayuag. As the faniliar linos ex.

Pmuyer is 1'hristian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air,
ilis watchword at the gaies of deallu,
lie enters bcavcn b>' pr.'

Some onc ma>' sa>' ibat means priva. prayor, and
wc can pray at homo la secret, and la aur (amulies.

But I would remind those who ibus argue, that one
soldier, apazt from a miracle, weuld net have suc-
ceeded irn capturlig Arabi and is forces.Ged's peo-
pIe have te band theinselves togeiher sometinues wben
great îhlngs are toe b sked. Thecdisciples were witb
one accord in one place belote the cdoyen tongues sat
upon îhom. How ofiendo wefindihat Gad'sancient
people in thoir straits, fcr ibeir sins, cried unie the
Lord and lie delivered them (rom tbeir enemies. And
what a beautiful illustration we have la ibe early
Christian Cburch, when nathing less than an angel
fron beaven bad ta unloose the shackies cf lPeter, and
open the gaies for bis deliverance. Have we net as
much need to band curselves together as those eauly
Chrîstians ? Are there net many prisoners mote
tighîly bound by Satan than Peter by the four quatter.
nions cf soldiers? One cf aur Saviout's last cen.
mands was IlWaîcb and Pray," and anc ai tbe bigbest
pinnacles on the wachtower là the pianacle of prayer.
1 wouîd fnot like ta say that ail who corne t the prayer
meeting arc tiuc Gideon men, but 1 wouid venture te
suppose that tbey are mareIlikeIy te be lappers cf the
waters of the Spirit ihan those who stay away. Ask
and ye shall receive, lu the iuIe oi the Kingdom, and
if God's own dear Son ls net going 10 gel tht beathen
withaut asking, we need nlot expeci îhem, uior any
great blessing te curselves either. Now, M1r. Editor,
as prayer is the freewill ofTring up ai our desires, are
we te compel men like Simon cf Cyrene te bear the
cross? Are we t0 press theun 10 prayer? If h would
cause them te btlag their Alexanders and Rufuses ta
fil the empty seats we would almost b. îempîed te
pres hem. As the week of prayer is at band would
t flot be well for ministers cf the Gospel te entreat the
professiflg Cb-ib'iau Chnrcb to, call an the Lord aur
God te bless us on the year la whicb we are about 10
enter? _P____%___V.

TUE RNDOWMIiNT 0F KNOX COLLE GE.

The appeal that bas been-made te the Cburcb on
behalf of the above meationcd abject bas flot yet been
very Iargely responded te, apart [rom the splendid
donation cf hMr. McLUren. 0f the $25,ooo or there
about contributed in Toronto, it is inîeresting 10
notice that about one cightb of the sum bas been snb-
sctibcd b> the Prefessois and ministera of thc city.
No doubt Uic fact oi Uic city Churches baving done
so mnch in building in recent years te some extent
hampers the movement in the city.

StiUl, taking everyting lie account, ltere does flot
appear te be the saine appreciation amang wealthy
men in the western part of the Churcb cf sucb
an educational institution as there is in sane alter
places We can only hope that this state af things
may nlot long continue, and that the Lord may
open the heaits of rwM His people ta dca!* liberally
towards the sustaining cf Mis cause. Siace now
the movement bas been entered on, without a voice
being taised against it, surely it is thc dut>' of
ibis section cf the Church te endeavaur te make it a
success. To let It fail te the gronnd or witbhold sup.
port bccause cf some opinion about the more detuils
cf the work is flot a satisiactery imethod cf reacinug
an>' good end. If it is tecognized as necessar>', is it
flot the dut>' of minister and pecople 10 îhrow tbemselves
heartil>' into il, as well as of thc Professors. Could
flot the Knox Callege Alumni association make is
presence visible in sncb a mevement. Soie cf te
members acted generously towards the cndowment ai
Queen's, bath contributing titcmselves and getting
contributions from their people Shanld nat this work
commend itseif as mnch te them? A unanimous and
iteari>' effort an the par of the Alumni wonld îargly
tend te secure Uic success cf the movement. Meroly
te, stand aloof and critîire dots nat surel>' satisi>' the
dlaims cf the cdilege on the bearty support of tce
Cbnrch.

There are man>' in the Churcit who Enad muci to1
criticuae in aur theological institutions. And justi>'
enough, perbaps ; for wht institution or Indivwdual is
no:. openlt0 some criticistit. But granting ail that cari
be said against an>' cf theni, yet more cari be said
aganst an>' cf that citurcb, ts membershup, and mien
of -sealth, who, dwellrug amid their superflnous luxu-
ries, can look with indiffrence on thc Cburch's mcn
of lcarning subjccted to the dtndgery of lax-colectors,
in the effort to rnaintain in efficiency for these mcm-
bers a college for the education orthe ministers cf the
Gospel. As an autsider, as fat as the college is
concerned, yet, as a minister of the Churcit, I foc! that
titis work lies upon ministers and people as weil as an

the prof essors. The coliege doca flot bdlong ta ithe
professais. They atone ameunet responsible for lis
honour and userulocas. Nethiag better, both for the
Cburch and calleges, could take place iban the open-
ing ci the college doors more wideiy to tbe people. the
more public discussion cf their operations, and so
making more famillar boih their wo:k and their
claims. To endow aund equip Knox Coliege as blon-
treal bas been would fiai be adverse to the lntisrests cf
any other collegv, but would tend to bene fit the whole
Churcb. If, however, the professors are tc, be com-
peiled to canvass Toronto, cthe?. places wll claim an
equal ripht tc, their services. And il the professais
kindly do as much as they can of this wnrk, instead
ci the Iay mernbers of the IBoard doing it, surely they
shauld recelve the support cf minlsters and eiders
througbout the Churcb, but espedally shouid they
receive gencraus support in the city wbere thc coliege
has its seat. The action of Toronto will undoubtedly
affect the mannier In whicb the movement is recelved
In other places, and many tbink the conlilbutions
rectivcd there do flot corne up to wbat migbt justly be
expected. D. D. bMcLuon.

A PRR.SBITERAL4N IDRRD.

Yarmouth, Nova Scaila bas a witty and wide.awake
Presbyterian eIder of pronounced Scotch antecedents,
who, alîhough a persistent advocate cf the IlWest-
minster Confession,n will occaslonaliy for convmnience'
sake, and (rom an Innate love of social religious Inter-
course, attend the meetings cf bis Methodist breibren.

At a recent prayer.nieeting of the latter body of
Christians that was held preparatory te a centennial
service in commelnoraiian of the progressioff Method-
irm in Nova Scetla, the preslding min iser dwelt elo-
queatly upon the wonderful growth and prosperlty of
the Mcîthodist Churcb, and cflits great founder, John
Wecsley. He aise expressed tbanliuness that to.day
therc were one hundred and nine Miethodisi ministers
in Nova Scatia.

The meeting thus vety naturally assumed a denomi-
national character, and ihe minister asked eur good
Ptesbyterian brother bo lead in prayer iat the close.
The eIder complicd, and aft ert hanking the 1Lord for
the many good tilgs he had just heard Ilabout ibis
branch of Zio," he added, witb much depth cf feeling,
IlO Lord, we thank Thee for John Wesley, but we
especially thank Thee for John Knox; we thank Th.
for the. hundred and.nine Mleibodist ministers in eut
country, but we especiali>' thank Thee for the bundred
and thirteen Presbytcrian ministmr who are preacb.
ing the Word af Lifle îhroughout aur land. Amen."

Presbyterians witll fot lose any lustre b>' an earne.ý-
eIder, even in a Meîhodlst prayer meeting-Erdûor s
Drawuer in HarqÉep's Mfagatjre for 7anuary.

A "FRIENDIS1» AD VICE.

A Quaker was once advising a drunkard te leave
effihis habit cf drinking intoxicating liquors. "lCan
yen tell me how ta do it? Il said the slave ef the ap.
petite. "Yes," answered the Quaker; "lju s just as
easy as te, open thy hand, friend." "IlCoruvince me cf
that, and I will promise upan my bonour tc, do as ycu
tell nieIl repied the drunkard. IlWeil, my friend,
when thu findest any vesse! of intoxlcating liquor in
thy band, open the hand that contains it before it
reaches thy mouth, and îhou wiît neyer be drunk
again." The toper was se pleased with the plain
advice thatble followed it.

The trimming, hcsltating policy cf many reminds
us cf Luiher's words to Erasmus: 'lYou derire ta
waîk upon eggs witbout crushlng then,, and among
glasses without breaking them."' This is a difficuit
game te, play at, and one which is more suitable for a
clown at a theatre than a servant cf Christ. When
you arc attempting a compromise, yau bave te Ilook
aronnd you, and move cautiously as a tight*rope
dancer, for féar cf effcnding on one side or the other.
A little to00 much this way or that, and over yon go.
A cat on bot cidera is flot ini an enviable position
No tzuehcarted man will ever bear such mretched
censtraint for any lengili of Urne, nor, lndeed, at, ai].
Think cf being able to go no0 furtber thazi the timer-
eus, time.serving Erasmus, who sad, I will flot be
unfaithful ta the cause cf Christ; at Icast, so far as
the age wiUl permit me.» Out upon sncb cowardice ;
life is toc dear when bought at sucb a price.-S>our.


