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whomn the wrter mentions, s, we believe, a nns-
;{u’om\ry of the Irish Presbyterian Church.
& Let our readers remember that what Popish Ire-
fand is to Protestant Churches ut home, that Po-
_i'p'mh Canada is to the Protestant Churches withun
“the Province.  Wo hope soon 1o he ublo to cull the
Aattention of out readers to our own duty to our
iown Popish fellow subjects, whether of Irish or
% French origin:

"-:fnu.\‘.\'\- AND IGNORANCE OF THE PRIESTS.
P To the Editor of the Witncss.

Dromore West, County Sligo,
September 3, 1845,
Dear Siv,—The contest between light and
sdaskness contines and increases 3 but meanwhile
ythe word of God seeme to grow, and I traxt that
i14m the end 1t will mghtily prevail.  Lust nuht 1
Fpreachied here, after a short notice, and the place
~was more than filled with a nest attentive congres
Zgon, nearly all Roman Cathotic.  ‘Fhie people are
Vearncstly bent on having a church und u Freshyte-
<rian numster 3 and if these are not - provided, the
.‘door which the Lord has opened mayv be for ever
selosed.  There is every fucility for forming a_con-
greaation,—men cupable of taking u lead in its
caffains, themselves once Romamsts,—a proprietor
+willng to grant a site,—u conwiderablo papulation
wrepaiting for o centre round winch to rally.  ‘Liis
1aat statement is made on the testimony of men
\Jamongst themselves, eapabie of yudamg, and is
Heanfizmed by all that we have seen. ‘Lhere ix no
echoo! here,—the preachingestution has not been
wix months opened,—there has been u senmon in
‘#only oiice a-month—yet there is already an ex-
oallcut conugregation, and at present dwly imcrens
alne, being consulersbly larger fast nusht atu week
‘s¥enmne meetmg than ten days o when I preach-
:&l‘ou Sabbath.  Were there u mmster there, he
“weuld also bz in un udvantageons centre for other
Stations, It nothwy elze be attempted in Con-
meazhit, his place should be occupied by the Pro.
mtun: Chiurch. [t talls to the DPreshytenans ot
Areland to dort.  1n they negleet to doat, st ahonld,
%ﬁ\"bnhc!m«. bo done, and that iunnediately. I
‘ie onnt such un opportumty, arc we not guity of
Jlaypocnsy, i praymg that the word of tie Lond
smauy have free course, and then' refuang. to send
that word, when the Lord ojicas a dear, a:nongst
ithese enstuved idolaters, and moves themto cry
148 us, ** Come over and help us t”
S8 Throughout this whale dstrict the priests arg
s@raining cvery nerve.  ‘T'wo days ago, the Bishop
ammoned all the pnests of the diocese to a con-
-;:ﬁ:ucc. no doubt ou this matter,—and every ultar
i ding with d i Several of the
,’;‘-\ools and congregations are considerably thins
“med 3 and in one village we hud a pretty violent,

) .

3t very innocuous scoldmg from some of the peo-
«pie.. In onc mstance u'so, I am sorry to add, we
afsund the rector and the pricst combined, or at least
Y

2Joddly threatening to combitie, aguinst the word of
the Lord. Nevertheless, the Lord God Qinpo-

"-.
St reyeneth, and he 1s saymer to dus beloved don,
i

- Bale Thow m the nudst of thine cnenves.  Yes.

i $iday aftermoon 1 preached at Tullylin, where the
Phest encountered, of rather shunned to encounter
xm8, ten days azo 5 and we fonnd that he had now
A ammstered greater streugth, und did not decline an
gygn'nuw. Happity in both cascs the oceurrence

was ot on the Subbath, to brezk its solemnnity.

Eﬁc school 18 gituated not far from the chupel, and, .

5 88ing near the borders of the parish, is attended
£, 9y many children of the next pansh, and is « con-
ww¥enicn’ to the dwellings of Loth parish priests.
5;0ne of these scoms to be a ‘quict reusonable man,
%and i said to be fonder of hunting hates in the
#8eds than of chasing poor children out of the
Lghoo's.  The other is ficrce aud boisterous, and
Ived to go through with his. work. According
B his descniption of hinelf, in one of his charac-

istc specches, ¢ I'il fusten on you like a fly on
sore, till Ihave banidhied you all from the school”
though He had interrupted Mr. Amoton Sab-
» and had siuce been disturbing the school, we

Bur yesterday ; but when we had put up our car,

Do expectation of mecting hita or his ueigh.

and were proceeding to the station at the hour of ,
sermon, we saw otie of them standing on the road.
We returied to our calun, comnutted ounwives to
the Lord, and then, m the phrase of this country.
“went o the sod”  One of the pnests entered
atong with us, smd a few thins very quietly, took |
out two or three young people belonging to hus pae
rish, and went and cafled the other, who seenmed
to be selected as the champron of the church. Uy
und by they both retusned, -und nothing in the
whole procecdings surpnsed e s¢ much us the
chango which ten days had produced on the feel-
‘s of the people. At fimt, thesight of the paest’s
hone on the road had produced the greatest trepi-
dation and confusion 3 and now we had two priests,
with therr clerk and their greyhounds, all inside
the house, yet there wuas no comnolion or nppear-
ance of alunp, but tather of cuneuty.  An ani-
mated conversation ensueds in which Mr., Brannic
gan took the principal part on our side, and the
man topics of which may be reduced to four
heads, thongh st must not be suppased that there
was anythinge ke order sustamned or regular argu-
ment, for it was mere noisy nssertion on the part
of the paest without any shw of reasoning,  +* The
begumng of the words of his mouth was foolwh-
nesyy and the end of us talk was misclievous mad-
ness.”

1.. 1L first position.—to which he constantly re-
verted throwzghout the discussion; wineh tasted per-
haps for three quarters of an hour,—consisted m
¢hie denial, not only of all revelation, but of every-
thing dwine. “Thrs, T undersiand, is cotnon with
Pop:sh priests; and their objeet wall probably be
known o soye of your readers; but an thes ins
stance, I confess, I could not discover the design
Ho seemed like a mun into whese hands s weapon
had been put by others, which he did not know
how to use.  He never once stated that he took
the pasition for the sake of argument; and never
attempted to deaw uny argument from it in Ins
own favour, and against us; but persevered, with
noisy vociteration. to make the londest professions
of scepucism, and so consstently, that when Mr.
Branngan wnked, © Who made you?” he replied,
¢ Nothung made me”  He hept continmiadly calling
out,—* 1'tum an infidely—I s a pagan pnest,—1
an an athewt,—1 deny revelution,—{ deny Jesus
Christ.”  We toid han that, it he came m hisown
character, as a priest of the Church of Rome, we
shatild reasan with him; and at one time finding
that.we could mike nothing of him, I ciiuzged hun
severely widh the s and folly of lus conduct,—a
mede of address which scemed to take hun by sur-
prise, and to which e mide no reply.

Whatever his design nay have been, it was cer-
tainly of the Lord that hus foolish heart should bo
darkened on this occasion, for nothing conld have
niore cffectually damuged lis own causo than the
‘course he pumsucd.  He may really hold the opi-
nione ke profesecs, and he may prefer that his peo-
ple should hrcome mfide!s rather than eulightened
chrstians 3 but s Liasphemics only shocked his
honest hearey, one of whom remarked, that his
pricst would have been offended if - lie had hiiened
hun to the dewil, but he had made umself worse
than the dewvil, who belicves i the existence of

2, His second position wag the denial of the
present existence of the word of God; on the ground
that cvery copy of the bible had been bunied —
Here 1 imamned, at firt, that he was abowt to
bring the arg t to some practical bearing. and
expected hun to assert that the Church of Rome
was now the solo conservator or restorer of the
true b.b'e, and that onrs was without anthority.—
He did not, however, muke the least distinction he-
tween his own blle awd ours, hut continued as-
serting that the b.ble was bamed, by winch 1 be-
lieve he mcant that there is no bible anywhere
now extant. Fuiing to clicit the argument, I'was
rerolved to expiscate the fact; and, after several
unsuccessful attempis, contrived at last to push the’
inquiry 1o a termumation. * When was the bible
bumned?” < In the persecution”” <« What perse-
cution1” <‘The persccution . of the christiane.”
# By whom?" ¢ By the Romanma” ¢« When?"

In the course of this discusnoit Mr. Branngran
reminded im that the Apeetle Peter, to whom he
deferred o much, declnres that the word of God
Ineth and ubadeth for ever; and ut another pant
of it a respectab'e fema'e, th.aking that we ques.
tioned what could not be denied, stepped forward
aud smd— With your leave, the lible wia bumne
ed, for the priests huve bumed it often.” i

3 The next point consisted in the denial, on the
part of the priest, thut the Church of Rowme
sanctioied the worship of images, for Mr. Beanui.
gun rather adroitly deew hun out of hix generalis
ties for a little, and made lun defend himwelf on
that ground.  He offered to bring it to the test by
un appeal to the prople, wnd, ponting to » man
who hud ouce beent # Romanist, inguired, * Did
you ever adore the images ?**Fhio inan very mo-
destly replied, ¢ 1 dul 1ost sineercly peeform the
stations, and froms my heart wondupped the ima-
wes, as Uwas mstructed todo”  Fhe priest tumed
itoil” with w0 Taugh, remarking alond,—* 1 see 1
have put the olive brauch into the wionyg box.”

A4 The last topie discussed was a text of the
hible. “The pricst, mesmng to quote against us
the passage 0 2 Peter respecting unlenmied and
unstable men wrestmy the senptures to their own
destruction, gave it tucorrectly (ulthouzh, to do-
him justice, he certainly had it in substunce), and
Mr. Brannigan repied that there was no such puse
sare in Petere 4 Then,” sard he, “at isin James,”
winch Mr. Beannigan denied, at the smine tinne of-
feriyg himy the bible. *‘Then it is in the Sccond
Epistle of Junes” ¢ “Tliere is no Sccond Epistle
of Jumes” ¢ Has your hibie no Necond Episile
of Jumes?  You sce what u bilfe you have got,
that wants the Sccond Epstle of SJumes.”  Luther
may have undervalued the Epstle of Jamer; but
it was a new churge to be taxed with destroying a
Second Epistle, in which Peter's words were to be
found ; and it now scemed 20l tine to cloxe the
dscuston, more expecially as the priest complained
that he had a beadache.”  “Fhis wax his chief reply
thronghout to many thinge with which Mr firan.
nigan pressed him, vaned by the assertions, ¢ It's
all words,—it has been answered i hundred times™
Ho now profexed lnx wilhngness to depart, if o
wot his people along with him; on which Me.
Nramizan warned lam that the manner in winch
he had been itérrupting our services was illegal,
and that if he repeated it he mzht be compelled
to mistitute procecdimgs agnst fum, but gave him
Lberty to take hiz people, inforimng them, at the
same lime, that they were welconie to remain—
“ Let ine sce,” smid hey “who are my people, and,
in the nams of God, I'll pack them all out.  Come
out, all of you thut are my poople.” Not a crea-
ture stired.  The young peoplé louked this way
and that, to avoid his eve, but not one moved,
though the place was full (for very fow fiad feft at
first,) and almost all belonzed to one or other of
the two pricsts.  laviug tried it once and again,
without cffeet, he chunged his tone, und tumed
away. I sce there ure none of my people here,
—thiey are ull Protestants 5 and so they toth left
us to fimsh our service.  As we procecded to the
neat station, the people on the road called out to
us, « Tie Lord prosper you!™ whilet others mmiled
in evident enjoyment of the pricst’s dizcomfiture.
I amn aware thut many of them will. sinile on the
mumster and cn the prieat aiternately, und that
o.hers have had their cyes opened to the character
of the pricsts, but not to the character of Popery,
and that others still have ccased to be Pupists in
heart, beeonung the children of God by faith in
Chnst Jesus.  Still, such scenes as these ‘are en-
tirely new in this country.  ‘The word of God can-
not un, »o lung as the priest stands in the place of
God; and although the word itxelf can open its
own way, by the help of the Lord, the present
opciny of the Lord's providence ‘for the word
must not be despised or neglected. With many
there is merely the conviction that their priests are
hard-hearted, uufechng men : and they say,  Sare,
it there had been any good in them, it must have
comc out at such a tine as th” But, oh, that
we were Wise, to step in at such a crisis, and show
:'l;cm ‘* that good, and acceptable, and perfect will'

“ By the Roman emperors.” At what time?”
< At all times™ ! :

God "I am, dear Sir, your's truly,~
- A. MOODY STUART,



