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THE FARMER'S ADVOCAJTE;1732 Founded )6
dber 18

presence of both the official grader and a represents- found in this quantity of wool. The percentage the prices we have to pay for some necessities amm
tive of the Provincial Department of Agriculture, of the total will be found after each grade: medium to a confiscation of our cash. It is time
The shipper was then notified and an advance pay- clothing, 1.1; fine medium combing, .9; medium comb- combinations were given a dose of their own medinn.' 
ment made of 20 cents pet pound, the balance being ing, 49.4; low medium combing, 34.5; coarse combing, Of course they would howl, from their slick leeald 

id after wool was sold and full settlement received. 8.1; black and gray, 1.1; rejections, 5. partments to the last innocent investor, but InnU
wool was immediately graded and packed in wool The wool clip alone coming through these nine as- as if somebody would have tq howl before the exneri 

sacks. On each sack thè weight, grade and Dominion sociations in the Province of Quebec was cashed _ for of the war are met and it should not be the firm*63 
emblem were stenciled, by the grader. $71,092.70. Four cents per fleece was found sufficient and laboring men. They have enough to bearno M

.The wool was open to inspection at all times, and to cover expenses, and the members received from Another_favorite argument against a taxation sche * ™
large buyers all over the American Continent notified 7 to 12 cents per pound above the local price. of this kind is that it would discourage capital “t1!6
of the amount of wool offered for sale, average quality, tut” and “Pish Tush” and likewise “How now”’’
and.date when tenders would be received. Bids were A Start in Nova Scotia. Does it discourage the hens when we gather their
received by closed tenders, and wool sold to the highest , , . , . .. . , ., c ... ., Not at all! They keep right on lavint? a t
bidder. The sale was made on the basis of the gfades R In th= county of Ant,gonish, N S., this year, the times in the pas( , have wrathfully ^omnaZTT 
# classified by the Dominion representative, who Representative of the local Department of Agricul- farmers to the hens because whenever thev 
apted on behalf of both seller andluyer in this re- ‘“r.e .abo“* l6/5<*> litt,e Prosperity they begiri to cackk over Their
*pect. Wool was sold for cash, fib. Winnipeg, “Jjj" hlndM^Kme way^and the en*™ 80016 ™
«—« a deposit of 5 per cent, of the purchase price was were ,, , *?, sa“lc way- and . a"'1 Jrequired of the purchaser at time of sale, am) balance 9u.antlty s°Id for 41>f cents per pound including 
when shipment was made. ' rejects The range ,n pnce was between 38 and M

The expenses include printing, advertising, post- cents' Th.,sJ? °"y a start “ ^at Province bift the 
age, Graying, labor, insurance, lading and freight. Pr,ce r<*e,ved wl" surely advertise the system and 
After .the sale was completed an estimate of these msure 1 s success, 
expenditures was arrived at and deducted from the 
price received for the wool.

Amount Sold.
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some schemer comes along and mh= tkl!” And does that discourage the farmer!? By no meara! 
They keep right on Droducimr Thex, 3*na!
starve. And it is
that capital must have enormous profits or it win 
refuse to work Before the war there was an ocean 
of capital in Europe that was content with three 
per cent, while we allowed our scheming capitalists to

________________________________ _ pde up profits that in some cases reached one hundred
This, year we received in the neighborhood of 160,- -, and twenty-five per cent. This is not “ loose talk ”

OQQ lbs. of wool, 154,000 lbs. of that amount being Consider the HeilS t SU1C,- a case cam(: ou,tj1* the courts and is a matter
officially graded. The ungraded wool was sold locally °| Public record. I think we could tax the profits
for the beSt price available at that time. It «was by peter mcarthur. ot B'g Business in a way that would yield much revenue
found this year that a deduction of 1 cent ner lb c___ _ , . , , , and relieve us from increasing tax burdens withm.»barely sufficient to cover all expenses inrorred vnli^^L fNhtt, m hls P°ad®r?u? and reverberating discouraging capital very much. And if the trusts 
The following statement represents the number of' stud v all ve rom m, mfiTî ‘I 'S i"0t '!ecessary. didn’t like the tax they could reduce the price of their
pounds of the different grades of wool sold and prices all the ormcioks ofTTvernmen/0 iTnT t" °peratJ° Products t0.^6 consumers and put business back on 
recHved in each case: ' P X

Fine clothing.................................  2,859 lbs. at 30c. per lb. jrin^îf of^hiTTe^tTthouvhtP h'tTh ^ unt?urdened of public calamity and they are not all based on munition
Fine medium combing................ 6,726 “ “ 33c. “ “ the T„hT,nnl thought but I have given you contracts either. Whenever I visit the cities nowadays
Fine medium clothing.,.............. 6,581 “ “ 3i|c., “ “ aiÜ t ””1,^tTu 1 h'? sesquipedalian verbiage. I see a lot of nice, plump young broiler millionaires
Medium combiner 57 230 44 44 lf «< » Also I arn willing to go him one better and say that practising crowing at the evnen^iv#» l . io ^
Medium clothîhg ......  .............. If,642 ^ “ 30c! “ 44 ran > a ^ t>J,seiyiceàbIe principles of govern- restaurants. They are just about ready for the taxation
Low medium-combing,...............37,400 JJA “ 34c. “ “ While TatherinTthT °rfeV6n th<f barnyard. pan and they should be fried to a turn. Then if you
Cdarse... 1 aqq << << wnile gathering the eggs this afternoon I hit on a want a ffnrlr^nf cmnH d____ i n1 « u
Lu.«...... ................................. 1® - •• £: •• ‘h,er*,s ;hnd, thy
Gr,y “d b,act ::::: S to K? 1JSSS

IS : :§•: :: », ,i, lh, h?iopS ld,Siow„ith ,hem when ,he

T’oon h .. „ ?; living is entirely due to the war and natural causes.
’Ton - “ oirS". 1 believed the earnest denials of business men and

financiers I would also doubt the existence of robber ry,. T r
The balance required to make the total of 160 000 trusts.and mergers but a short time ago I happened 1 he Lure Of the Auction Sale.

vStoSSrîs d s süto.Mz towho benefit by it It is estimated That firm trhat sells supplies of various kinds to Canadian The farmer who was kept so busy during the summer
a thousand1fllkmasters and 1 bf haS manufacturers. When I asked him if it was his intention that he couldn t find time for a day off, will manage,

1 marked thmVmh nnr hia f f W°o1 wa^ to stay long in Canada he replied. “O no it is not ?.Tuehow- to,bc Present at neighbor Brown's sale.
bSnTk^nfnTrhe flLT- d l S.fKaSOn- ?Y- carefuj necessary. Over here in Canada you ’have a neat Tbere, mi8ht . be a bargain or two worth poking
the subæquent care inThe'handW^Tf ?>ndltlcJn* .aad httle trust or merger in every line of business that I Vp’ T te'ls bis wife by way of an excuse, for he
clean Quarters an increase nf fllnt,gr ° V*e W0?J c lp !a deal with and I do not have to hustle all over the Do- kn,ows fhat bis cronies will be there and that an auction
still be Drocured for the Manitnl y c?nts per J- could minion to see competing companies. Each merger e ,take* no second place to the corner grocery as a 

be procured for the Manitoba wool crop. has a purchasing agent who buys for everyone^ his cIea"ng housc for matters of local interest
The Movement in Quebec. Iin,e and he ‘s the only man I need to see, so it doesn’t Not many years ago the auction of Brown’s chattels

T, t. ,. ... take me long to do' my business.” Do you need wou|d have created an atmosphere not unlike that
• *“e co-operative grading and marketing of wool anything more convincing than that? If firms that ?' a *unerab He may have been successful at the
in Quebec m 1916 was thoroughly explained in “The are supposed to be competing have the same purchasing [arm game and gathered together a sufficiently large

8 Advocate> August 3, so it is unnecessary agent wouldn’t it be absurd to think that they have bank balance to enable himself and his wife to enjoy
to discuss - it at any length at this time. It would no agreement about selling prices? After getting that ? well-earned rest in some near-by town. But the

oqnm „owever' to recall that 169,839 pounds, bit of information I am not a bit convinced if business breaking up of a home, the severing of associa-,
or ^d.utu fleeces, were handled in this way at an aver- men I interview wax indignant when accused of being h?ns endeared by long standing cast a sadness over the
age price ot 41.8 cents per pound. Nine different in a trust. It is all in vain that they answer mv wh°le community. Thus the auction sale thereby
associations, serving as many counties or districts, questions by saying “Tut, Tut!” and "Pish Tush” made necessary was often, with many who attended,
nave been organized to minister to the needs of the and likewise “How now!” The New Yorker's ev a matter of gloom and regiets rather than jollification
sheepmen m. the purchase and sale of live stock, planation revealed more to me in a minutTLn T and bargains.

t e acquisition of shepherd s supplies, and, finally, could find out by investigating for months. However, I believe the modern auction has its
in the marketing of their clip. This system differs «* proper place in the economy of things agricultural,
somewhat from that adopted in the Prairie Provinces. * * * * Having been both a buyer and a seller I may claim v
the extension of its usefulness is largely responsible 1«ow- being convinced that there are trusts, I want some knowledge of the institution at both ends. Its 
for thé several associations which would probably î_° knowu why we should not treat them as we do the chief c,aim for existence may be written down to the
become necessary in any province where an educational h<ms—that is, take the eggs from their nests whenever convenience afforded alk parties concerned. Suppose
propaganda is being carried on, and buying and we need them. We could leave them a nice nest-egg that Jones wishes to build a new barn. His capital
selling is the order of things throughout the fall and so that they would not change their nests, but we would 18 tied up in stock of which he has a surplus. He
winter. Une large organization, without branches, take their profits for the public good. Come to think sets as*de a number of animals arjd advertizes them
would, perhaps, experience some difficulty in making °1 'L 1 should not use the term "profits” when speaking for sa,e on a certain date. Perhaps Smith, who lives 
itself useful in all these lines, while it can assemble, ° a merKÇr or trust that has secured a monopoly. Its across the road is understocked and wants these cattle.
grjde ar,d market the wool to good advantage. In accumulations can only be described as “stealings” At the same time it is pretty safe to assume that there
order to illustrate the extent of the movement in because they are taken from people who are as helpless are> at least, several Smiths with similar wants living .
Quebec and show what the growers received for their be'°re them as the man who is held up and robbed w,th,'n the Jones territory. This brings in the element
wool we are reproducing here a table, which is a °J , purse by a highwayman. Past experience in both of competition—a very desirable ingredient of a business
Ç3 101ÎÎy ° that containcd in the issue of August . e L nlted States and Canada has shown that ii is transaction whether in merchandise or farm stock.

^ 'TJu*8 i • 'e.t0 D-anJf a *aw that will prevent combinations Most of us have had experience in trving to sell stock
, . . ot this kind. Big Business has learned that combination privately. Occasionally the outcome is satisfactory;
Association No. of Average price Pays better than competition with the result that we more often, perhaps, it is disappointing. If one is

members per lb. have. ^o pay the highest possible price for the poorest ln no immediate need of the cash, has plenty of stable- 
cents. possible service. But if the stolen profits of such room and abundance of feed, then he can strike an
42.3 combinations were properly taxed so that stealing attitude of independence. “I’ve told you my price,
42.4 would no longer pay they would quickly get back to take her or leave her as you like,” we say, and such
41.7 a competitive basis. All that would be needed would an ultimatum sounds good to the farmer who is in a
42.3 .lc ,° e xtend the business tax that is at present levied position to stick it out. Such a situation was delight-
41.5 y the government. 1 he money that these corporations fully sketched bv the genial Peter McArthur several
42.3 il[e bow piling up has been stolen from the people and years aS° ia “The Farmer’s Advocate,” under the
41.1 should be recovered for the use of the people, now that title: (I quote from memory) "The Sayings and
40.0 [he expenses of the war threaten to become an in- Doings of Donald Ban.” One wonders what Donald
42.5 ,° (Ta ? burden. 1 he trusts dare not evade the law would do or say if he were forced to close a deal with

y,!?r.cl.nff prices higher, for that would make them some starvation buyer representing himself in the interests
prohibitive. Indeed there is at present a tendency of a wealthy abattoir company.
o ret uce prices in some lines because it has been found But, of course, the auction sale is not a one sided

that the people were stopping buying and the people affa'ir- often happens that the buyer is able to 
must con mue to buy if the trusts are to get rich. make a more satisfactory purchase at a sale ring; not

that he is likely to get something for nothing, or any­
where near it —he rarely does that, but he knows the 
Donald Ban type and has occasionally been held 
up by the shrewd old Scotchman whose chief delight
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Pontiac.................
Compton.......
Richmond......
Sherbrooke 
1). of Bedford.
Stanstcad 
D. of Beauharnois.
Argentui!............
Megantic..................

In the classification, medium clothing, fine medium 
combing, and medium combing grades sold at 43 cents 
per pound ; low medium combing at 42 cents, and 
coaise combing at 41 cents. Black and gray and re­
jections sold at 38 cents. Fifty-one per cent, of the 
wool sold for 13 cents a pound. It is also instructive 
to know in what percentages the good grades j^cre
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