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ters has sent the following despatch:
One of the finest performances dur-

ing the many days’ fierce and contin-
uous fighting that followed our initial,

push at Loos on September 25, was
the attack by the Guards on Hill 70,
and the Puits 14 Bis, an attack by
which, as Sir John French says in his
report, the division almost restored

our former line which had been bent ! ings

in at this sector by repeated German
attacks. The story of what those mag-
nificent regiments, the just pride of
the whole army, achieved in the face
of a continuous fire will live long in
the annals of the nation. The men
went into action as if they were on
parade, ‘moving forward steadily and
with no checks. They had their tra-
dition to live up and not a man wav-
ered.

Although it is impossible to ‘describe
the operations they were e ged in
with as much detail as might be de-
sired, a connected account can now be
given which permits one to realize
what the division achieved in those

two days' hard fighting in mud and!

rain over the <chalk slopes of the
Black Country” of Flanders. On the
morning of the 27th the Guards held
a stretch of the enemy’s first line
trench which we had captured in the
initial assault running between Loos
and Hulluch, It was decided that the
Second Brigade should attack the
chalk pit and Puits 14 Bis. some 500
vards to the south of the pit, and that
the Third Brigade should advance

through the village of Loos and assaujt
dill 70 the moment that the Second
Brigade had gained its objective—that
is to say, when the chalk pit and Puits
14 Bis were in our hands. The First
Brigade wags kept in reserve. The at-
| tack of the Second Brigade was order-
|ed for four o'clock in the afternoomn,
{ being preceded by the customary artil-
ilery preparation. Three battalions
‘wete engaged in the actual assault,
| the fourth being in support. The men,
| waiting patiently in the trenches for
| the word to attack, had a wonderful
view of the country over which they
| were going to advance. On the far
side of the valley, running down. to-
wards Loos, the chalk pit stood out
brilliantly white, with two houses,
partially ruined by artillery fire beside
it. Southwest from the pit, a small
wood covered the ground as far as
Puits 14—, colection of mining build-

es, flanked by a tall brick chimney.
To the right, and slightly behind the
Puits was the “Keep,” a square of
houses which the Germans had turned
into a miniature fort bristling with ma~
chine guns. Down towards the right
right of the picture lay the “Tower;
Bridge”
ing slope of Hill 70 behind it. The vil-
lage itself had been reduced to a mere
shell, as the result of four days activ-
ity of our guns.

Punctually at four o'clock the at-
tack was launched. The men clamber-
ed out of their trenches, and rapidly

of Loos, with the gently ris- |

er of the Irish opened heavy covering
fire with machine guns and rifies to
assist the attack on the Puits.

At the word of command the Guards
started off ' in ‘extended order, and,
doubling down the hill gained the main
road running from Hulluch to Loos
with little resistance, though heavy
shrapnel fire was maintained by the
enemy’s batteries. Continuing down
the road, and to the left of it, the men
pushed forward on to the “Keep,” and
the Puits. Terrific machine gun fire
from the strong positions in the Bois
Hugo, the “Keep,” and the Puits,
caused severe casualties, the colonel|
of the Scots Guards being wounded!
at this point. But the Guards kept
on steadily, and won the Puits. An
officer of the Scots Guards then put

have described, it was ob-
impossible to hold the top of

as the reﬂanbt was. in |-

were erected, and & junc. |

| skaTing BooTs

tion was'ventually made with the Cav- !
alry Brigade on the right. The Bri-
gade remalned thus on the hill till the |
night ‘of the 29th, when'the -position

was over to the 47th bondon’
Division: In the meantime, while all |

this fighting was proceeding on me:
hill, the two battalions left in the vi |
cinity of ‘the village were being heavi. |

34 sholled . The men, however, wera5

himself at the head of a small party,
which pushed on to the “Keep,” and)
engaged in flerce hand-to-hand fighting
with the enemy, who had many con-
cealed emplacements in the ruined |
buildings in the immediate vicinity. |
The fighting now increased in intensity 1
the fire from the enemy's machine |
guns being especially heavy. While,
the party of Scots Guards were gal- I
lantly maintaining the unequal strug-|
]..19 around the “Keep,” another party
lcoumstm,, of less than 100 men of the:
 Grenadiers, under the command of an '’
’oﬂuer also reached the-“Keep,” and
‘nctuu!l) put a machine gun that was
| firing frem the second floor of a house |
'out of action with bombs., The two lit-|

well dillnled and sufferd few losses, |
| while thelr steadiness was ndmlrlble
The énemy’s batteries kept up'a con-
tinuous firé all through -the night of
i the 29th, llnt in spite 'of this, the re-|
lief was 8o well managed and skil-|

|fully eattied out that not & man was |

!lost out of ‘the whole brigade in the |
course of the operation, |
Such, in general outline, 1s the story |
of the Gfiands at the Battle of Loos. |
It was their baptism of fire as a separ- |
{ate divisiom, for the Guards Brigade
{only left the Second Division, with
! which it had been since the first
month -of thé war, in August last, and |
the intervening period had been spent

covered the intervening ground. The|{s hands joined hands, and for a time ' \N bufldingwp the Nivision, and gener.

Irish Guards, on the left, were to at-
tack the pit and the wood in which
the pit itself is dug, being supported
at the northern extremity of the pit by
the Coldstreams 2 Irish, in accord-
ance with this programme, advanced
down through the gentle valley, and
gained the nearer edge of the wood
with little difficulty. Some
Irish Guards were then sent to the
southeast edge of the wood to assist
the Scots Guards who had been detail-
ed to take the Puits as soon as the
wood was in our hands. The remaind-
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’mamtamul their position. They hung |
on until nearly every man had~”been !
wiped out, and then, as the enemys|
enfilade fire prevented supports being |
sent up, their position became unten-|
able. The result was that the ‘Scots!
Guards and the Grenadiers dug them-
selves in on a line running south from;
the wood to Loos village. Thus the
night was passed, the Coldstreamers
holding the chalk pit with the Irish
| Guards on the eastern edge of the
wood, whilé the Scots and the Grena-
ldmn were, as has already been stated,
| facing the Puits.

The position remained thus till the
afternoon of the following day, when
a fresh attack on the Puits was decid-
‘ed upon. The Coldstreams were to
attack at 3.46 p. m., with the Irish
Guards co-operating with covering fire
from the wood. In the meantime, all
the available machine guns were con-
centrated upon the German emplaee-
ments in the Bois Hugo. Despite this
precaution, however, leading compan-
ies of the attacking party came under
tremendous fire from the Bois Hugo,
in face of which an advance was well-
nigh impossible. Nevertheless, one
party under an officer went on with
the greatest coolness, and actually
reached the Puits. The position, how-
iever, could not be maintained, and the
men had to fall back, the withdrawal
being effected in splendid order. The
night was spent in consolidating and

strengthening the defences of the po-
sition.

{ On the morning of the 29th the
itrenches occupied by the Second Bri-
gade were very heavily shelled* by 8-
inch howitzers, and much work had
been done during the day in repairing
the parapet, and generally making

good the damage caused by the Ger-
man guns. Finally, towards evening|
the brigade was relieved, i

We will now turn to the part play- !
ed by the Third Brigade, which, it “HI:
be remembered, was to carry Hill 70.1
During the day of the 27th the brigade!
was ordered to move forward from|
its position in the rear of the firing
line to Loos, the distance being rongh-
ly two miles. The battalion comman-
ders had been warned beforehand that|
the moment their men emerged over;
a certain ridge about a mile to the!
north-west of Loos, they would come
under heavy fire from the enemy's ar
tillery. Accordingly, just before the
crest in' question was reached, the
men were deployed in artillery forma- |
tion, and is this order continued thelrl

advance om the village. Every bat-|

talion went forward with perfect;
steadiness and discipline, and the
right of those massed, bronzed, stal- |
wart men sweeping over the ground, |
apparently indifferent to the hail of |
shrapnel that greeted their appenrl
ance as they topped the ridge, was |
most impressive. The Grenadiers!|
were left behind in the trenches to-the |
west of Loos. The other battalions;
continued to advance till a slight|
loheck was caused by a sudden rain of
German gas shells, which necessitated
the men putting on their helmets, The

lonel of the Grenadiers, who were
leading, was so severely “gassed” that
his second in command had to take
over the battalion. The actual assanlt
on the hill was left in the hands of
the Welsh Guards and part of a bat-
talion of the Grenadiers, of whom a
certain ber, who had b de-
tached, had gone off to assits the See
ond Brigade in the attack on Puits 14
Bis.

The first part of the advance from
Loos was screened from the enemy by
the conformation of the ground, and!
for this reason but little rifie fire was !

¢ ed. The howe' er.f
that the troops reached the upperl'
slopes of the hill, every avilable anemy
machine-gun and rifle was brought to
bear upon them, with the result thnt.l
fairly severe casualties were inflicted |
at this point. The centre of this utonn
of lead was, of course, the radoubt
which the enemy had cunningly built,
not on the exact crest, but just on the
‘reverse slope, so.that the troops at-

tacking the hill were able to gain the!
top with comparatively small opposi-;.
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ally refitting and resting. Of individy-
!al deeds ;nll antry it is impossible
to speak. There were so many in those
crowded hours of fighting that 'to men-
tion any ‘one man by name would ‘be
unfair to ¢ountless others. Officers and
men behaved in accordance with the
finest traditions of the Guards, The
newly formeéd Welsh  Guards came
through their first engagement with

. great ¢redit, thereby justifying to the

full the Homgr done to their native

country—Ydtkshire Post.
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Walkmg Bonts in Cah‘ Lea-
er or Patent, Prices $4.00,
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SHOE TREES
'HEEL ‘CUSHIONS
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$3.00, .75,
$5.00 and $5.50

Women's Damty
Felt - Slippers  in
Red, Brown, Gray
and Black coiors.
Price _... $1.00

For the small children we have nice soft Moccasins, Damty Boots,
Fine Slippers, Rubber Boots, and those popular White Rubbers
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Practical gifts are today more than at any previous season, in demand
as Christmas tokens and, in our Holiday Exhibis of this season, you will
find many helpful suggestions especially for the gentler sex.

Charming creations in Winter Millinery—gathered from the leading
fashion centres of two continents—Ostrich and other Fancy feathers, also
Millinery Mounts and Dainty Ribbons, from baby size up to the broader
~idths, are prominently featured in our elaborate display.

tra Special Values
Trimmed and Untrimmed Hats

These are always acéephblé, and we have made it a point to offer yon
an unusually well varied lrr:‘y from which to make your selections, every
popular design and color comblnatlnn 'belng represented.

Any member of our large nles staif ‘will be ‘pleased to render all possi-
ble assistance in the matter of. cholce,; thus nvlng your time and making
your holiday shopping ‘both euy Jand plauln! : :

FOR FUR HATS

we offer SPROIAL VALUE A‘l‘l‘RACT’[ON‘B in. Mink, Pernlnn Lamb, Op-

p , White Fox, Marmot* nnd il Popular Fuu %
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Fancy . R‘ibb‘dn"s

from which one may tushlon many -attractive and useful prasenublas. are.

featured in our Christmas showing at SPECIALLY REDUCED PRICES,

In the Broader Widths, we were fortundte in securing a manufacturer's
closing out line at a parteularly low spot cash figure which enables us to
place_on ula. whuo they lut. Rnnhr $2.00 values at

iny 50 cents a yard

BABY RIBBONS in many colorl. 10 yard lengths, at 15c, and 36 yard

bolta at 500. y

1,3, 5 Charlotte Street

larr Millinery Company, Ltd.

Fm Enzlmd't Navy

m the Bclﬂl c. American)
h the mntm 8 breakdown of
m on mer
nhlpplns we ‘wi another
of pou silent victories over the Ger-
@an pavy, of which the present war
hasg bpen so fruitfyl. ~The first snd
greatest of these, of course, was the
complete immobilization of the Ger-
‘man high sea fleet, whose twenty or
lh,w. dreadnoughts and batle cruisers
have been shut up helplessly in Ger-
man ‘North Sea ports and in the Bal-
fie frgm the very day that war was
declared.
. To what are we to attribute the
nﬂ.n collapse of the German sub-
marige raiding expeditions? The ans-
wer I to be found in the two flelds ot
fcs and psychology. We stat-
ed mpny months ago, when the sub-
marines were at the helght of their ac-
fivities that the experience of past
naval, wars justified the expectation
tha e affective means would be
d for defeating the U-boat
& ; and teh event has proved that
wé vire right. ' It is safe to say that
no brgnch of the great naval and mill-
tary operations of this war ‘has been
the subject of more thorough investi-
gathol by the scientist and the in-
ventor than that of submarine war-
fute on its defensive side. Very fruit-
ful has been the study of this. prob-
lem afid most efficient have ‘ben the
means adopted.

M until the history of thg war
aonqa to be written, probably, will it
beé known which of the defensive mea-
#ures have proved to be the most suc-
gepaful, Probably more submarines
fisve been accounted for by nets than

. by any other means, although a large
-pumber have been sunk by destroyers
and eWift motor boats rushing in upon
and remming thein or destroying them
'with ¢helr rapid fire guns. We are in-
lolp.ﬂ that not a few boats have béen
when they came to the surface at
nﬁht to rechange their batteres. The
exhaust from the o}l engines s very
nolsy and can be heand’over a great
e and naturally the submarines
% night  -tinleJdhr bastery ||
charging: The destroyed sad armed
motor, boats ‘gather in the’ submarine-
infestéd area after night has fallen
and by careful listening detect the lo-
cation of the submarines, creep upon
them quietly and them. make & final
dash to get them with the gun or ram
“Iore they can submerge.

The contemplation 'of a lingering
death in a sunken submarine may wetl
strike terror to the stoutest heart, and
the British Adbiralty heve made dead-
ly use of the psy(‘hplcv“y of the situa
tion by refraining from making any
mention of the time or place of the
destruction of the  U-boats.” When the
disturbance of the floats at the top of
a torpedo net showed that a subma-
rive was entangled the U-boat was
hauled to the surface shot full of
holes and allowed to sink without a
word being published of the oocur-
ence.

8o long as the fate of the U-boats
which were destroyed or captured in
the earlier weeks of the war was made
known, the horror of uncertainty was
missing, but during the past few
months over half a hundred boats
have failed to return, They saluted as
they steamed out from their naval
base and that was the last that was
seen or heand of any one of them.

Von Hindenburg has said that the
present contest is one of nerves. If

, it may well be a question whether
portentous eilence' which has fol-
the passage of the U-boats upoa

e high seas has not been a powerful

actor in breaking down the German
submarine warfare.

A GALLANT PARTY.

One of the most 'brilliant exploits
for which a V. C. has been awarded
was that performed by Lieutenant
Smyth of the 15th Sikhs,

Bombs were urgently wanted in the
front line, and the young lieutenant,
with a party of ten men, started out
under & heavy fire with two boxes of
ammunition.

To show the danger to which they
were exposed, we may explain that
two parties had already falled while
on the same errand.

The: little band had not proceeded
far on their way when one of the men
fell,

There was no time to attend to his
fpjuries, he must be left lying until
their return, The business in hand
could not wait.

On went the party of bomb-bearers,
soon to meet with other casualties, for
it muet be remembered that they were
exposed to bowitzer, shrapnel, ma-
chine gun, and rifie fire,

ﬂ' gourse of time only two mem-

| of the party remained in addi-
to the lieutenant,

Gamely they struggled on under
their heavy load until they came to a
stream which was too deep to wade.

Here was an obstacle for which they
had not allowed. How was it to be over

comel
“pl swim it,” sald the lieutenant.
And so he did, taking one box over
at & time; the heavy welight of his
clothes and of the bombs making his
task anything but easy, good swimmer
though he was.




