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The Hindus and the Coronation.

BY MABEL E. ARCHIBALD.

* Let us deify Sri Edward the Seventh | Ves, we will
enter his name in our religious calender then he will be
worshipped every year by peasant snd veer.’’ The word
is prociaimed throughout the land, and snother god is
added to India’s three hundred million deitles.

In one short day the Hindu gentlemen how poetical
they have become! Kditors receive Coronation odes by
the score and some of these would form brochures of
considerable size.

The Maharajas, Rajas, Rances, Serdars, these extreme-
1y pletorinl dignataries, representing dynastics ss old as
the sun, with their brilliant suites, flutter away to Eng-
land's shores like a “flight of peacocks, pheasants or
birds of paradise.”” The Maharaja of Jeypore attracts
the most attention. Thousands gather on the Bombay
wharf to say farewell. His Bighness performs puja on
the steps of the bunder and bramin priests perform the
ceremony of propitiating the sea by burning incense,
waving lights and by throwivg into the deep thousands
of broken cocranuts and an abundance of fruit; All the
while books showing that sea voyages are not contrary
to religion are distributed.

And empty-handed does the Raja go? Ah no, he takes
tons of impedimenta—one hundred and thirty-two ser-
vants, six hundred pieces of Inggage, & generons supply
of Ganges water for his personal use during his stay in
Bogland and (wonder of wonders !) a god of ‘great sanc-
tity, hoarv with the traditions of ages, the golden image
of Karshua of the reputed valune of fifty thousand
pounds. Kven soil from Arya-Varta for cleaning brass
wessels is taken on board, slso washermen, blacksmiths,

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Chatia and Scindlic. On either side of the centre panel
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fett Sunday and Monday the conditions were the same.
(I speak from experience). 8o the religious life on this
steamer is not being developed in a public way. Several
Mohammedans joined us at Gibraltar. Convermtion with
them is more spirited than enlightening since we have ne
common lasgusge.

This steamer *‘ Egypt' carries 526 passengers and
every berth was spoken for weeks before she started,

busily engaged in the preparation of the mid-day meal.
Nearby a man {s working in the field and cattle are
grazing.

The back of the casket which is devoted to Bengal has
three panels. Ome represents a lion lylng down aund
close by stands a Bengali boy with his hand resting on
the head of the lamb while a cobra is coiled at his feet—
symbolic of the words, ‘A little child shall lead them.”

The lid which bears the p lou plate belongs to
Madras and contains no len than eight panels tastefully
united by scroll work. These reveal admirable carvings
of the seven principal public buildings, and in the cen-
tre, to the front, is an outline map of the peninsula with
the Madras Presidency in relief, the whole being
surmounted by a sun with a cross in the centre. Around
the base on the pedestal are the words : “‘The King
shall rejoice in thy strength, O Lord. Exceeding glad
shall he be of thy salvation. Thou shalt present him
with the blessings of gooduess and shall set a crown of
pure gold upon his head."”

Many caskets have gone from Indiato be presented to
His Msjesty. Some have been of beaten gold, some of
silver and some of ivory. Theone sent by the Maharaja
of Benares was creditably original. The address was
written in Sanskrit, un Indian paper, with native ink and

carpenters, so that it might not be y to purch

snvthiog or have any work done by foreigners. Pro-
bably the British will be pleased with the picturesque-
wess of retinue and equipment although the latter virtu-
ally implies that their land and themselves are unclean.

A few weeks ago we resd that the Rsju of Cochin
through the influence of the priests excommunicated
with penalties a subject who had goune to Kngland,
Now we read- that the priests go themselves and allow
the family idols to be taken—thus the chaotic state of
Hindu religious authority and public opinion is revealed.

Although it was announced that all celebrations in
bonor of the Ln:enltlnu should not be held August the
alneth but be postpouned untl! New Years Day, the day
of the Imperial Darbar at Delhi the people in the conntry
could not walt—hence the papers sre replete with the
reports of the feativities of the masses. It is interesting
to mote the varlety of ways in which the day was obeer-
ved, One wiites ' [t was with overflowing joy and
habbling enthusiasm and our feelings rose in our giz-
mrds, oto.’' The festivities began with the leading of
the elephant hesded god cary (remover of
obstacies ) throueh the strevts, Then to the accompani
ment of the clashing, hesting and piping of the native
bend Bri Ramsswsml seated on the monkey god ls
paraded round and roun ! bis temple

in Chioncole fourteen hundred children were given &
trent and & photograph was takes of each of the twenty
schouls represesitod.  Thesd were alterwards framed and
preseuted to the vorlous schools. A' one of our stations
the Hindus gethered ot the Misslon House Papers were
to be rend and speeches made. The lady missionary
thought the mee'ing should be opened with prayer. Lo!
loud clapplog foliowe! (no disespret intended ).

As we glance over the reports we rend of religlous
services In churches temples and mosgues
popuiar processi s with thelr Majesties poriraits born
on elephants or {n vehicies ;| parades of police and salt
poens ; feeding snd clothlug of muititudes of poor;
planting of coronation topes and trees, (nsuguration and
dedication to the King Kmperor of bulldings, founmtaine
and terrace courts —-all proceedings being characterized
by sponwneity, heartiness and completeness.

8ir and Lady Harnam Singh were invited by the Gov.
ernment to represent the Christian community st the
Coronstion, and he in person presented the address and
casket (costing $650) which the Indian Christian Asso
clation of the five Provinces united in sending His Im-
perial Highness

The address printed on vellum {a besutifully llumin-
ated —a cutiovs blending of green and gold with other
delicate tints. The floral border of-oak and olive follage
represents long life and peace; at {utervals are medallion
portraits of the distingulshed Presidents of the five I. C.
Associstions. At the top, between the Indian crown on
the one hand and the English crown on the other, is the
Royal coat-of-arms. Beneath the latter is an Urdu quat-
sm contsining not only the salutation to the Emp

Pigne

illami d by onme of the Rag painters with Indian
colors and design. The casket was made of white ivory
from His Highness's own elephants‘and it was surmount-
ed by a model ingold of the famous golden temple
Vishwanath, the presiding deity of the ‘‘ Sacred City."’

Perhaps it is doubtful if any of the caskets presented
can be said to excel the simple yet artistic box of the
Indian Christians and perhaps none would tend te touch
the heart and win the sympathy of the Sovereign more
readily. It was first put together in Lahore and then the
varions parts were distributed over India to be carved.
The carvings are beautifully executed in bold relief and
represent practically the whole of Protestant Christian
India irrespective of sectarian differences. The address
and cesket are no less samples of Indian at and patient
skill than they sreof the ' ninety that exists among the

iChrllthm of India in their Christian fellowship as well

a8 in their loyaity to the Crown.”
F A A

Letter From Rev, S. C. Freeman.

8 8. Bgypt, near Port Haid,
G Nov. 18th, 1902

Drar FRIENDS -~ Remembering bow anxiously | have
in previons years awaited the first report from the out
golng missionaries | have thought that I would write
and throngh the MEssENGER AND VisiTor reach a
much larger circle of friends than it is possible to do by
private correspondence.

1 am surprised to find how tame life ou shipboard can
be and how little of iuterest | oun find to write. The
day we salled from Boston stands as one of the grest
days in my experience and yeot | cannot describe it
There was an inwrid joy thet words cnnnot express, My
friends were there, more than thirty of them. Friends
from Acadis and the college yell came with specisl
flavor. Newton friends the ol of ']
months, Shir'ey friends who had come 40 miles to see
thelr pastor as he went forth In obedience to his Lord.
Other friends were there. who can be classed in an,
general way but whose friendship 'Iun to the name
‘friend’ a deep rich meaning.

The voyage to Rurope wes, made in pleasant weather,
About one-half of the d cabin p ngers were
Mormons golng to varlous parte ol Rurope as mission-
aries. During several conversations with them I obtain-
ed some new ideas om Theclogy. We made the sc-
qusintance of several New Kngland people and found it
very plessant to meet them again at the British Museum,
London. On Sunday we hed the pleasure of listening to
Rev. HenryVarley the celebrated London Evangelist.

The journey by special train from Liverpool to London
was through » charming section of couutry or thus it
seemed to me but I am told that it does not compare
favorably with other parts, The week we spent in Lon-
don was intensely interesting, We-visited many places
of historic interest and such places ss the Tower, Muse.

but also & cryptogram giviog the month and year of the
Coronstion. :

The casket, twenty-three inches long by twelve broad
and deep, is made of an exceptionally fine piece of
sandalwood. It is lined throughout with yellow velvet
and the fittings are of silver. Two silver doves facing
sach other form the bandles.

The front of the casket, devoted to Bombay Presidency,

goveals portrait busts of characteristic types : & Bramin,
vy b

um, W Abbey, 8t, Paul’s Cathedral. Canadian
Commissioner’s offices mean more to us than mere names
now. As loyal Baptists we went on Sunday to hear Mr,
S at the Tab le. We found many things in
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London in marked contrast with Canadian and Boston
life but I leave it for others to degcribe,

We were glad when the time for departure came and
we were sailing down the Thames. The second and
third deys the majority of psssengers were not on deck,
(I speak from report), Thisineludod eme Dumddy. The

8 1 noted p gers are on board such as Prince
Raj Eumar Victor, Maharaj Kumar of Cooch Behar,
Mr. W. Kissendorper and four native servants and Lord
Kitchener,

A great number use stroug drinks of various kinda n
dinner. We have heard the brands of whiskey di
and the strongest arguments are in favor of the Irlsh,
Smoking is strictly prohibited except in the smoking
room -and on deck but here they rival the amoke stack.
To-day Isaw a lady smokiug a cigarette through her
vell. %

They have varions games that ome might play, but
little is played except cards and from early in the morn.
ing until late at night several games are gemeraily in
progress, Sunday mv room mate came in and éaid, “1
am tired of drinking, I am tired of smoking, I am tired
of cards, I am going to bed until Tuesday.” I did mot
have my choice of cabin mate as some do, noram I as
well suited.

We have found some missionaries and quite a few
children, but for some reason I find little to brighten the
days unless I can read. I feel the burden of the work to
which I go. I kuow to some extent the qualifications of
a missionary and I realize how imperfectly I measure up
to the standard. I read the other day ‘' & man’s holines?
is the measure of his usefulness. We fail in snccess
chiefly because our piety is too feeble to propogate
itself.”” So T turn to Paunl and repeat his many requests
for prayer as I send this my first letter as your mission-
ary. S. C. FREREMAN.

P
New Light on Babylon.

The wonderful story of misty centuries that intervened
between the time of the creation and the time of the
Patriarch Abraham may vow be largely revealed throngh
discoveries which have been made inthe ruins of the
city of Nippur, or Babylon. These dlloo'nfhl wlﬁ-ndo
by scientists sent out by the Uni ity of P 'y
Professor H. V Hilprecht, who has been in charge d
this work, has just returned to the university from Con-
stantinople, where he has been for eighteen mouths
classifylng the results of his work,

The matter upon which Professor Hilprecht has bees
engaged conslets of 20,000 clay tablets from the imperiei
library of Nippur, This library was discovered by Pre-
fessor Milprecht twalve years ago. Sloce that thme,
through his efforts, probably one elghth of the histories!
tablets contalned In the lbrary have besn resoversd
Most of them have bn:-tov-d in tlul.,-hio&.-n
Mosenm at O Ll {vely small por
tlon was brought to the U-hudty d P--yh.h

At the request of the directors of the Ottoman Wesenss
aid with the senction of the sultan, the professer took
charge of the classificstion snd interpretation of the
tablets. in this work be has beon sngaged for the last
sightosn mouths, After o stay of & few months st the
University of Pennsylvania, whers he will lecture upon
his discoveries, he will return to Constastinople, snd
will divide his time between the museum thers and the
ruloe of Nippur, whers be b pes to complete the explors -
tion of the Hbrary. He will devote his life to the work,
and has & mighty teask before him, He sstimates that
the Hbrary will yield at least 150,000 tablets, Whes
these are d he and his asel hope to clusvify
and translate them, 3 :

" The contents of the tablets which we have recover-
ed,' sald Professor Hilprecht, when seen at the univer-
sity, “‘will -altogether change the ideas of the world as
to the state of civilizetion and knowledge of that early
people. It will be seen that the Babylonians knew,
2,300 years bLefore the Christian ers, that the earth was
round, and that their sstronomers took the same views
of celestisl phenomens as we take now.

** Nippur is, in fact, sixteen cities, one built above sn-
other., We have by no means reached the lower of
these buried cities. Much of the Temple Library hee
been brought here, and is now in the museum of the
University of P ylvania. The ple at that early
period was not only & place of religions worship. It was
also the school; the college. The priests were the
eachers of all branches of knowledge, and it was, there-
fore, natural that the library should be in the temple.

“ The inmscription on the tablets which we have dis-
covered are in cuneiform character. Thelr deciphering
is » matter of much difficulty, for we have no Babylon-
ian alphabet. But we have made some progress in the
translation of the tablets, and have thus obtained a
glimpee of the marvels which await us in this grest
Ybeary.”

‘rvelwy-nqo. at the begiuning oﬂhocpl-thu.

Professsr Hilpresht firet rode over the
and pointed eut wst he regasdef as the -nl




