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LATEST WEATHER REPORT

'FINE and COOL

Heller Brothers

Blacksmiths’ Tools

Well known by all blacksmiths to be of the
finest quality.. Plain and Tanged Rasps
Farriers' Hammers, Ball Cross and Pien
Hammers, Hoof Testers and Parers Pineers
Hot and -Cold Chisels, Creasers, Tongs
Clinchers. Buffers, Hardies Knives and
Extra Blades, Horse Tooth Rasps and
N Floats. . .

W H. Thorne Go. Ltd.

MARKET SQUARE ST. JOHN, N. B:

A Few Snaps !

See Our Window

Fibre Lunch Boxes, Regulas Price 50 Cents, u. o 'se o « Speclal;25 cents.
Nickél Soap Dishes, Regular Price 40 cents, .. o oo +o w0 o Special 20 cents.
Full Polished ‘Shingling Hatchets,” Reg ular Price 75 cents, .. ‘Special 50 cents.
Nickelled Trays, 18 in.; Regular Price 15 eentt. e Spechl 10 ocents.
Ocppered Trays, 12 in, Regular Price 25 cents, .. e e oo oo Special 15 cents. ;
Chamois Polishing Brushes, Regular P ice 15 cents, .. .. .. Special 10 cents.
¥ry Pans (Dnglish), Regular Price 25 cents, .. o s o Special 12 cents.
¥ry Pans (Fnglish), Regular Price 20 cents, .. .. « .o o Special 10 gents.
‘Wes Beaters, Regular Price 20 COntS, . o oo 5 «u oo o oo Special 10 cents.

SEE OUR WINDOW

1

o ———————

R A.‘Jx..:¢ -

Men s Trousers
Prices' Range o $1.00 fo $4.50

The whole of our immense stock of Trous-
‘ers—about a thousand ‘pairs—are included in
this sale. You will find here the very best
values.in up-to-date Trousers.

Almerlcan Clothing House,

ll—lS Charlotte St., St. John.

WEAR
The BUCKLEY DERBY

The Best $2.50
Stiff Hat Made

The equal of any $3.50 Hat sold.
Fast Colors, Basy Fitting, Latest
Shapes, in Brown, Black and Sage
Green.

F S THOMAS

Sole Agant For St. John Clty 539 and 541 Maln Street.

—_——

TOILET CREAMS

Sanitol Cream 25c. Ponds Hxt. Cream 25¢.
Hleaya Cream 75¢. Pompeian Cream 60c.
Kosmeo 650c. Hazeline Snow - 40c.

Daggstt & Ramsdells Cold Oream 35c. and 75¢.

The DRUG STORE —Phone 587 —100 King St
CHARLES R. WASSON.

o e e

8tores open during sale till 8 p. m St. John, N. B., March 19th, 1909.

J. N. HARVEY’S
8th ANNIVERSARY SALE

Opened This Morning with a Grand Feast of

Bargains in

Clothing, Hats and Furnishings.

d'. This is the Sale of the Season. Don’t Miss It.

J.N. HARVE

Clothing & Tailoring

lated to serye the ends of peace. The
| perhaps only a few days will pass be-
: vla"u»

 EMERSON & FISHER, Lid. 25 Germain St {MASTIG HESROHS

{ enue Apartments at 24 Central Park

&T. JOHN, N. B. FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1909,

—

WAR BETWEEN AUSTRIA AND
SERVIA ALMOST INEVITABLE

A Semi-Offctal Communication
Only - Hopes That Conflict
May Be Localized —
Russia's Atlitude No Help
Towards Peace

e

*BERLIN, March 19.—A semi-official
communication appearing in the Co-
logne Gazette today describes the sit-
uation between Austria-Hungary and
Servia most pessimistically in the
matter of the maintenance of peace,
but it is' hopeful that the condict,
should one arise, may be localized.
The communication says: “While at-
tempts have been made in several
qua,rters to find a solution of  the
crisis, a contrary course is being follow-
ed in Servia. Mlild advice is not likely
to serve any purpose in Belgrads; se-
verep ressure from the powers, especi-
‘ally Russla, is necessary to bring th
Servians to reason. The R«uulwn pro-
posals up to to the present time Luve
been unsuccessful, because simuitane-
ously there there have been po-
litical demonstrations in Russia that
have tended to increase Servia's stub-
bornpmess. Furthermore the construc-
tian pl.wod by Great Britain on the
;Russian note calling an internatioal
conference .on the . Bosnian Herze-
govinian question, serves only to etif-
fen Servia’s backbone for resistance.
The Russian proposals are not caleu-

military siuation is so critical that

fore Austrian troops march into Ser=

GAUSE GATASTROPHE

-—-’.

Three  Killd, Im mmu, and m
mnm Doshoyed—Water Famine |
May ‘Résu't.

PARKERSBURG, W..Va., March 19.
—Thres persons were killed, three cth-
erd probably fatally injured and mary
more slightly hyrt and.ten or more
houses completely wrecked and forty
more badly damaged when the two
large watéer tanks supplying the city
with water burst early this morning.
The immense stream of released wa-
ter rushed down. Prospect Hill, sweep-
ing everything before- it. One whole
family were carried down a street 75
yards,  their house being split almost
into ribbons, yet all escaped njury
except one girl, who suffered a broken
collar bone. The two tanks contained
the entire city supply of water and &
famine is now imminent. The damage
will amount to nearly two  hundred
and fifty thousand dollars. St. Soln's
Lutheran church was almost complete-
ly demolished, but through .its sacri-
fice many lives were spared and much
more damage prevented, as it was di-
rectly in the path of the water. The
breaking of the tanks is believed to
have ‘been caused by some miscreant
who dynamited them as two explosions
were heard.

.

A DOZEN INJURED IN
APARTMENT HOUSE FIRE

S

Many Families Have Narrow Escapes—
Building Gutted.

NEW YORK, March 13—More than
o dozen persons were injured and
members of twenty-four families ex-
perfenced narrow escapa from dcath
by fire when a seven story twin apart-
ment building known as the Fifth Av-

South, was burned early today. The
bulléing was sepsratéd from the Ho-
tel Plaza only by a smalier building,
and the hotet office was made & hos-
pital for the injured while many wefil-
thy residents of the hotel watched ths
blazing building from the hotel wine
dows and door.

An hour and a half after the fire
started all the floors collapsed and
several firemen barely managed to
reach the windows as the floors drop-
ped from under them. The interior of
the building was burned out causing
a loss of about $250,000.

The homeless tenants were glwn
shelter in the offiods and rooms of the
Plaza Hotel where their injuries and
burns were treated by doctors, after
which they were taken to hospitals.

MOTOR PREPARATIONS.

‘NEW YORK, March 19--The 'path-
firding car for the New York-Seattle
automobile endurance contest, which
will be one of the chief motoring fea-
tures of tne summer, will lecave New |

rrk today. The car is the same one
&hich won the New York-Paris race
“asid will be driven in its four thousand

mile trip by George Miiler, who acted

[DOWNIE T0 BE SENTENCED

TOMORROW MORNING

Masimm Ponally is Seven Years—Much
Speculation on the Seaieaca.

E il

The circuit court, which was ad-
journed on Wednesday, will be resumed
tomorrow morning.. As there are no
civil cases it is expected that the bq.si-l
ness of the court will be concluded
and sentence pronounced on the pris-
oners. -

The chief public interest in the ses-
sion centres in the sentence to be pro-
nounced on W. Herbert Downie, who
was found guilty on Tuesday last of
robbing T. 8. Simms & Co.’s office of
$1,100. The maximum penalty that can
be imposed is seven years in Dorches-
ter penitentiary, and as there was &
strong recommendation for mercy by
the jury it is possible that the sent-
ence may be considerably less.

There is much speculation as to what
the prisoner will get. The case has
aroused, greai interest and the ver-
dict will be eagerly awaited.

There was an impression current in
the city that the eentence was to be
pronounced this mornlnl and the
Star’s telephone was kept busy all day
answering lnqumel about the case.

DIREGT nummus

T0 OVERTHAOW BOSSES

lmmtlllms Bill Aulﬂcmtlol .

Primaries; Introduced in State
Legislature

5 i

ALBANY, N.1Y., March 19, — With
its lpomm- declaring - that, the new
plan is neither “A u\m‘ender, & ¢om-
mn;;;'cnor & plece of radicalism,”

t . nomingtion ‘bili - embodying
the tdou of Governor. Hughes on. the
- subject, was introduced in,the legisla-~
ture today. Senator mnmsn -of Bing-
hampton offered the bil in the senate

and Assemblyman Greéne of Brook-
- ot ¢ ! mary of our streets. Beslde an expen-

lyn introduced it in the Lower House.
Provision is made for sevete punish-

ment for attempted corruption at the -

primaries and, the  layish expenditure
of money is restrained by provisions
limiting and definng the purposes for
which ‘money may be expended.

‘“Those who say that the proposed
plan legalizes bossism” says Senator
Davenport's statement, “will fihd rath-
er that it establishes true leadership,
those who proféss to fear that it is not
@ real system of direct nomination
will disocver that it providés for an
absolutely direct vote upon party of-
ficers and party candidates. It will
regulate party organization but will
not wreck it.”

MGGEPTS KAUFMAN'S DEF

Backer for Sandy Farglsbn is Willing to
Bet $10,000.

sm——

Hughey McLean, a bicycle rider of’

note, who is also one of the owners
of the Revere Beach bicycle track, has
raccepted Al Kaufman's defi issued to
any white fiphter in behalf of Sandy
Ferguson, who scored such a decisive
victory over Al Kubiak in Boston,
Ferguson will fight Kaufman, win-
ner take all and - will be backed for
$10,000 on a side bet for McLean.

FARMERS’ ASSOGIATION
DRAWING TO A CLOSE

FREDERICTON, N. B., Mar. 19.—At
the meeting of the Farmers’ and Dairy-
men’s Association this morning there
was a discussion on dairying led by
Harvey Mitchell, and O. W. Wetmore
spoke on the use of fertilizers. Retir~
ing President Good in vacating the
chalr thanked the assqclation for as-
sitsance given himm and wished it ev-
ery success. President-elect Wetmore
returned thanks for the honor confer-
red upon him. A vote of thanks was
tendered T. A Peters for his services
88 corresponding secretary. The asso-
clation is .meethg this afternoon at
Azsembly Hall end this evening Dr.
Robertson wm-speuk in the Assembly
chaimber “of the pariiament buildings
on some of the land problems,

YOLCANO IN SALVADOR

BREAKING LOOSE AGAIN'

SAN SALVADOR, Republic of Salva-
dor, March 19—Izalco, a wvolcano in
Salvador, known as the “Lighthouse of
the Pacific,” he reported to be in vio-
lent eruption. Izalco is ten miles north
of Sonsonate.

The volcano of Izalco which first ap-
peared in 1770 has been active during
long periods. The last eruption cccur-

Opera Hous® BIOCK as nicchanic in the previous contest l red in 1%02.

ONE CENT

—

TAX ONLY ON THE
YALUE OF LAND

EnESTREEE)

Advocated for St. John by 2
Frominent Citizen

o

Would Make Owners of Vacant Lots Bulld
or Sell and Simplify Housing Problem
—Many Other Advantages.

pEr———E

A genileman  whose prominence in
the community ensures careful con-
sideration of his opinions, = discussed
yesterday the Star's proposal to stim-
ulate building in St. John by increas-
ing the taxes on vacant lots and un-
improved ldand.

“The need of such action,” he said,
“could be easily seen by even the cas-
ual observer. While there is a great
need for more buildings in St. John to
accommodate the present population,
it is almost impossible to secure sites
at any reasonable figure. The largest
owrers of land are: walting for the
value of: their holdings to increase by
the efforts ‘of the other citizens to
stimulate the growth in the «city. In
the meantime the city is disfigured by
vacant lots on ‘many of the principal
streats and . the .. growth in building
operations is at a standstill.

“Purthermore, the method of taxa-

" tion bears so-heavily on real estate

that it is almost impossigle to secure
capital for buildings. Instead of build-
ing being encouraged it is penalized

! and for avery dollars expended in im-
| proving & bullding the owner is fined

po .mxich maorve,

“Pg gvercome these serious condi-
tions the speaker pointed out the ben-
ofits which accrue from the system of
@ single tax based solely on the value
of the building lots in the city. This
system he.had observed in operation
in Queensiand and New South Wales,
Australia ;and in New . Zealand. He
glso thought it was in, vogue in one of
our own western cities. Under  this
plan the vacant Jot is taxed Just as
heavily as the one next it on which is
erected a building worth many thou-
sands of dollars. This makes it impos-
sible for land in the central districts
to be held for a long period- awaiting
a fuxcy price.’The owner must either
erect g sultalle, bu.;ldlnt on tha lot
which ‘will brlnr _ sufficlent revenue
to pay the one
whe will, Such a move wo
tain t6 cau#a a tumble in the price of
vacant lots. and to start a boom in
building” operations.

““At present there is no real unity in

sive dwelling or a large business
house we frequently find cheap shacks
which lower the tone and the value of
all the oiher property in the vicinity.
Or there may-be a vacant lot on which

i a barn.or other unsuitable building

may be erected at the owner's pleas-
ure. With the land paying taxes on its
full vdlue the owners could not afford
to own such buildings in good locaill-
ties and they would be driven to the
outlying districts where they belong,
and others would be given the oppor-
tunity. to put the lot to its natural
use.

The system would impprove the value
of the best lots in the centre of the
city’ by protecting them from undesir-
able buildings in the same neighbor-
hood. On the other hand, it would
lessen the tax on the lots as the dis-
tance from the ‘central.part increased
until it reachied the vanishing point in
the outskirts of the city. At present
we have buildings on the best. streets
which should be on the outskirts ,and
fine buildings in poorer districts that
should be in the centre. There need
be no fear of spoiling the value of the
best sections because there will always
be.a demand for room in the hest re-
sidential and business. On the other
hand, the price of lots in the less
popular districts would be brought to
& price which would encourage the
moderate price dwellings ‘which are so
much needed.

Many other benefits would accrue to
the city from such a system of taxa-
tion. Few people in St. John realize
what a bad name the city hasin other
places. It i8 almost Impossible to
hear a good word about St. John in
any ‘part of Canada. Workmen avold
the town because the moment they en-
ter its limits they are held up for &
license or other taxes. Business men
are frightened of the amount by taxa-
tion rate, .and the heavy assessment
makeés it impossible to induce manu-
facturers to locate here,

At present we ocannot even hold our
own populntton Take for instance the
case of a widow left with a small es-
tate on what she must depend for sup-
port. Under our assessment laws half
of her income is confiscated by the
city, and we find that five out of six
widows who can do =0 leave the city
taking with them all the property
they can. In other citles we find peo-

ple moving to town to enjoy the edu-

cational advantages of city lfe. But

this seldom occurs in 8t. John. Only
those who find it abselutely necessary
live within the city limits. Instead: of
enéouragng people 1o come to the city
we are driving the populdtion away.
Few people who come to St. John buy
or build horses. The heavy tex on
buildings makes it impossible for them
to do so, and we find them renting a
house and looking forward to the time
when they can get away again.,

The single tax system would encour-
age building on the vacant lots and
would fthak§ the penalty fgFf erectihg
average builfling less. It would place
the bulk obtho«.ns on those who
could best afford to pay them, and
would help to make the city so attrac-

, tive for residents that a stimulus to

the growth and prosperity would be
certain.

The system desires the careful con-
sideration of those interested in the
welfare of the city and who have its
future succegs at heart,

PROVINCIAL D[BT INCREASED
LAST YEAR BY $300,000

60T THREE YEARS FOR
STEALING TWO COATS

James Fitzgerald Sold the Goods for $2.35
and Is Now Probably Sorry
~for His Gonduct,

Before His Honor Judge Forbes, un-
der the Speedy Trials’ Act, James Fita-
gerald, was today tried - and found
guilty of stealing one bear skin coat
and one rubber coat between the first
and nineteenth days of December last,
the coats being the property of one
George Parle. The prisomer was sen-
tenced to three years in Dorchester
Penitentiary, and will be taken there
tomorrow.

Clarence H. Ferguson appeared for
the crown, and the prisoner in person.
At the conclusion of the crown’s case
the prisoner refused to take the
stand in his ' own defence work, and
could not give a satisfactory account
of things. His HNonor. found him
guilty and imposed the above sentence.

George Earle was the first witness
for the prosecution. He told of mis-
sing the coats and of accompanying
Detective KiNen -to Gilbert’s second
hand store on Mil. street and finding
the goods there. .

Harry Gllbert, a aecond hand dealer,
who keeps & store on Mill street, told
of buying the bear skin coat from
Fitzgerald for two. dollars.

Joseph Gilbert, . son of the previous
witness, told of buying the mbber coat
for thirty-five cents.

Detective Killen told of the arrest.

The prisoner was then sentenced to
a term of three years in the peniten-
tiary.

John B. McAleer is g landiord and
has a tenant who refuses ¢o pay the
rent. This tenant has been enjoying
free posséssion of Mr. McAleer's pre-
mises on Britain street, and when
the landlord requested him to get out
he refused. This mogningl before Judge
Forbes, C. H. Ferguson, acting for
Mr. McAleer, made application for an
order to have the ‘tenant forcibly’|3s
-ofeeted. . Scoté was present in court
and romised to vacate the premises by
the twenty seventh of:this month,

otherwise the ‘Sheriff will make a call |428.79; estate M. A. Safford,

upon him.

.-

HAVE FOUND NO TRAGE
OF KIDNAPPERS

A=y

Father Has Gomplied With Their Terms—
Relatives Willing 10 Spead $100,-
000 to Recover Boy.

SHARON, 'Pa., Mar.
standing a rigid search lasting all
night . by many officers in western
Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio, and West
Viiginia, no trace has yet been found
of the man or men who yesterday kid-
napped Wm. Whitla, 8 years old, son
of James P. Whitla, a prominent and
wealthy attorney.

The lad’s relatives, scme of whom are
millionaires, are making every possible
effort to locate the child and his ab-
ductors. No decision has yet or can be
made regarding the ransom of $10,000 |
demanded by the kidnappers for the
safe return of the child. Mr.Whitla im-
mediately complied with the terms of
the letter recelved yesterday insofar
as the icsertion of an advertisemefit
in various papers about the country is
concerned. The advertisement is to the
effect that he is willing to pay the
ransom of $10,000, but up to ten o’clock
this morning no word has been receive
ed from the kidnappers as to when and
wkere the sum is to be paid. Frank H.
Brhl, the millionairs iron and steel
man, uncle of Wim. Whitla the kidap-
ped boy, tedey stated he would spend
$100,000 to recover the boy.

BOATS WERE HELD UP
BUT ARE CLEAR NOW

The Minto Made the Trip fo Georgetown
Todzy — Stanley Delayed by
Thick Weather.

19.—Notwith-

A despatch to the Star from Pictoy

gays:

“The Stanley ex Georgetown, Thurs-
day morning has been in heavy ice ev-
er since, between Cape Bear and Pleo-
tou Island. The heavy westerly wind
last night scattered the ice a lot. There
is a thick snow storm on now. As soon
as ihe weather clears she will probably
get right along to Pictou.

“The Minto ex Pictou, Thursday
morning, was in the ice all day near
Pictou Light, and returned to Pictou
in the evening. 'She left again this
moerning and arrived in Georgetown at
H.15 o'cleck this foremoon.

.

PITTSBURG. Pa., March 19.—TIt is
reported here that a lynching occurred
today at Blkins, W. Va., following the
shooting last night of Chief of Police
Scott, by Jouenh Brown, an escaped
convict. |

s

il General's Report Shows
That Members of Govern-
ment Have -
Modest In Their Expen-
ditures—The Gentral Hall-
way Farce Gostly

>

o

FREDERICTON, March 19.—The pee
port of the auditor general was
brought“down in the legislature last
evening. It is a.book of 238 pages and
ocontains considerable information of
interest to the public. The total liae
bilities on October 38lst are given asff
$5,947,424.79 and the net debt at the'
same date was $3,999,775.37, an appars
ent increase of $408,877.65. The auditomi
general in a foot note explains thath
the estimated value of the Centrali
Rallway was reduced from $1,150,000 tow
$1,034,431.71,- go - that the actual increase
in net debt is $208,309.37. The sum off
$18,770.70 was expended for u.dm-t
tration of justice and the names
several Tory lawyers appear’in 'th
list of beneficlaries and amount ex:
pended on public: works was MW
of which $157,879.69 is charged to fun:
ed debt account. bi

In the matter.of travelling expen p
members appear not to have been overs’
1y prudent during. their firgt six months -
of office. Flemming’'s expenses are)
$820; Grimmer, . $498; Maxwell's, 3953
Hazen’s, $855, and McLeod’s, $270. Ha<:
zen also drew $215: in’ connection withi
his jjaunt to the Quebec tercentenary,”
while Hon. Mr. Landry captured $500°
in connection . with | the ' agwiculturgh
commission. Commissioner Frubbardl
drew $500 on account and Commission<’
er Fisher $244.50. Up to October Sist.
the Central Railway Commission ab-;
sorbed $1.515.90, of which H. A. Pow-;
ell came in for $600, and Stenozmnhen;
Ketchum $300.

The sum of $33,489.37 was colleaed,
in succession duties during the year,

lbwr Estate Charles Fawcett,
€22,800; estate Richard Hooken and W.:.

8. Eooken. $1,600; estate Charles Foye

er, $100; estate Alexander Black, $l.-
$482. 50.
estate A. Coster, $1,479.08 ;estate Sa.ra.h
¥. Hagen, $1,011.41; estate Sarah 'A.

Gilman, "$2,287.59; - estate ~George Bur-
chill, $750; Kinnear estate, §400. ”

FIREMAN, RESIGNING, FELL
DEAD AS BELLS RANG

oomme——

Veleran New York Chief Affected by tho-
Excitement Following an Alarm, #

’
.
2
t
‘

NEW YORK, March ls—Batmloq‘
Chief William MecCarthy, of the Brook- )
lyn Fire Department had been feeling,
“g, little out of sorts” for so long 4
time that he yielded to his wife’s per-:
suasion yesterday and prepared his
resignation after 36 years in the ser-
vice. He'was waiting at headquarters.
last evening to have his resignation
countersigned by his deputy chlet
when an alarm sounded.

This did not meen a call for McCarw |
thy, for it was out of his district, butf:
the gong and the uneasy horses work='
ed on him. He straightened up, totter-;
ed and fell dead with his resigmation ;
in his hand. McCarthy had many/
medals for bravery. He leaves six chile:
dren besides his widowy W

GOMMISSION TO STUDY
GONDITIONS IN LIBERIR

WASHINGTON, Mar. 1%.—Members.
of the government commission to in=!
vestigate the condition of Liberia were .
ramed today. They are Robert C. Og-*
den, of New York, W, Morgan Shuse
ter, formerly collector of customs . for
the PLilippines and Emmet J. Scott.
private secretary to Bookor T. Washe
ington. i

The commission will be summoned to !
‘Washington shortly to acquaint them-
eelves with the work in hand, their re«
searches including.a perusal of the dip-
lomatic correspondence in .the State
Dcpartment bearing on Liberia, when
they will proceed to Europe taking
steamer tkere for Mora.vla. the Liber-
fan capital. L i 5,

BANKS DYNAMITED AND
TOWN TERRORIZED.

(msrrasm——

NEWARK, Mar. 19.—A despatch from
Buld Knob, Ark,, says that two bank
bujldings were dynamited and the town
of RBald Knob terrorized by a small
band of men. Citizens who ventured
from thelr houses-were met by fusil-
ade of bullets and in the running fight
which followed one citizen was wounds«
ed. The robbers escaped. Posses are in
pursuit.

-

GRAND RAPIDS, Mch., Mar. 19—
Bishop George D. Glllespie of the Pro-
testant Episcopal diocese of western
Michigan, died today.
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