%

. elvil war and the

POOR DOCUMENT

R ol o o el 0 W e el S,

With the first gun shot in the Far
East there started a titanic struggle
between Russia and Japan such as
the world has not seen since: our own
Franco-Prussian

war. To the analyst the struggle as-

sumes truly terrible proportions, and
the contemplation of the consequences
on the world at large are such as to
cause him to shudder. If the war could
. be kept confined to the two contesting
wpowers, the result would not be fraught

with so much importance,,but no mili-

tary expert or analytica statesman

ean overlook the possibilities involved
in the coming fight.

It has been said that Russia does not
dare to fight unless China can be
drawn in. The attitude of China just
now is to preserve a strict neutrality,
end that is not satisfactory to Russia,
which wishes above all for the opportu-
nity of over-running that country with
troops and saying to the world: “Chi-
na is ours by reason of conquest.” Ko-
rea is nothing to the Great Bear when
compared to the whole or the northern
part of China.

China has been the chief source of

g trouble in Eurdpean governmental eir-

" .

/

v"gused and China was told t

cles for several decades. All the im-
portant powers have east envious glan-
ces her way, and wires have been pull-
ed with the greatest diplomatio dell-
cacy to obtain a huge slice of this na-
turally rich country. Recent history
§s so fresh in the minds of all as to
make it unnecessary to elaborate on
this point. !

There are involved in the “Chinese
qQuestion” these governments in a land
grabbing sefise: Great Britain, Ger-
many, France, Italy, Austria, Japan
and Russia, in other words, all the
important powers of the earth except
the United States, and our country is
vitally interested in the outcome of
this war in a strictly coamamercial sense.

The military expert and diplomat
must be forgiven for making the state-
ment that this ¢ontest is fraught with
the possibility that all the 014 World
may be involved in arms ere the
question is settled. The position is
made clear with what has gone before
fn this pen view of the outldok.

Someone will ask
‘svhat about the existing treaties bet-
ween these countries? A very pertin-
ent question, and one that should be
explained.

While the Franco-Russian Alllance is
one of a decade in standing, it is a

gact that the full terms of the treaty

never have been given to the world.
The main point of the alliance, how-
ever, is known to all diplomats; it is
this: France agreed to support Russia
fn any struggle where one first-class
power or two countries attacked the
ezar's government. If Japan alone
fights Russia there will be no call for
.France to interfere with arms. France
does not want to t anyone and will
resist to the last
e¢y. It has been ;
fster Delcasse, one of
most able diplomatists in the world,
would even abrogate the alliance if he
found that France was becoming in-
wolved through it with Russia. He has
been. the greatest force up to date to
/ prevent a war and is trusted by all
Europe in this move. There is a treaty,

: just signed, between France and Great

Britain, to adjust all their differences
hereafter by arbitration. That is a
eontroling-hold on the peace of Europe.

The Triple Alllance—Germany, Aus-
tria and Italy—is not over strong, and
this war, 1f/it iz extended to several
powers, would tend to break it. Of the
signatory powers only (ermany might
support Russia with arms, unless
there was a great preponderance’ of
strength on the side of the czar. Then
promises might be made that would
induce Austria and Italy to take part,
with a slice of China as a reward. But
such a contingency {is’hard to con-
ceive. ]

Thus it will be seen that, aside from
the allied France, only Germany
might support Russia. Even the Em-
peror William might shift his present
preference if he thought he could gain
Turkey by it.

So much for the general situation as.
regards the possibility of a wholesale
war. The facts are stated briefly in
order not to confuse the readers.

B umand
CAUSE OF THE DISPUTE.

e
#rom Chinese War the Aggressions of
Russia Threatened Japan's Ex-

istence.

The first cause of the present trou-
ple started with the Chino-Japanese
war. It will be remembered that little
Japan startled the whole world® with
the quickness and strength of her
plows against the moribund Chinese
empire. She swept all before her and
fully expected to reap her reward by
annexing certain of the choice terri-
tory of China. ° Her “reward” con-
sisted of holding a few second rate war
vessels and the island of Formosa, for
Russia stepped in and nullified the
victory by compelling Japan to give up
fher hard earned laurels.

@ince that war Russia perpetrated
one of the most colossal grabs in his-
tory. In 1895 Russia compelled Japan
to give up Port Arthur, which controls
the gateway to Pekin, Manchuria and
Mongolia. In 1897 Russia seized Port
Arthur for her own. Three years la-
ter the Great Bear got a foothold in
Manchuria, which covers 363,000 square
miles, and has a population of 8,500,-
000. The Boxer uprising, which Japan
declares was fermented by Russia, for
the purpose of making this hold more
certain, followed in the next year. Of
course, Russia poured into the dis-
trict “protective” troops to the num-
per of nearly 100,000. This, the Great
Bear said, was to protect her Siberian
raflway and her interests along fits
route.

At the end of that same year Rus-
sia obtained from China exclusive
trading rights. in Manchuria, and in
1902 further rights were ceded on the
promise that Russia would evacuate
the province within 18 months. This
Russia refuctantly agreed to do, but
she is there yet.

Last year Russia anhounced that she
would not evacuate Manchuria unless
more exclusive rights were given —
practically amounting to sovereignty.
Although Russia had gone on record
that she would keep her promise, es-
pecially to Secretary Hay, she still re-

at this point, '

sian troops would continue to hold all
the important points in Manchuria un-

United States, Great Britain and Ja-
pan combined to hold China firm in
her refusal, and sucoceeded. Russia
poured more troops in, until her rail-
way was completely defended along
its entire route.

Russia, balked at last, made a pro-
mise to the world that she would
evaclate Manchuria on Oct. 8 last, if
she got some special privileges from

former demands, but were too
much for China to grant, backed as
she was by three great powers. The
incoming troops and the fortifications
going up caused China to protest ag-
ainst this aggression, but more troops
and more fortifications was the an-
swer. i

The situation was then acute, but the
climax came when Russia moved over
to the Yalu rver, dividing Manchuria
and Korea, and built fortifications and
established armed camps. This clear-
ly was a move to gain Korea and shut
out Japan from the continent. Japan
always has considered Korea as under
their special protection and rightly so.
Japanese interests in Xorea are far
greater than those of any other coun-
Liry, and the Japs practically run the
commercial interest there, although the
biggest enterprises are under American
control.

Why should Japan want Korea?

Japan is composed of many islands
| jutting out from the Kore coast, the
nearest pointl between the two coun-
tries being some sixty odd miles, and
only one hundred and fifty miles be-
tween Korea and the main island of
Japan. The area of Japan (including
Formosa) is 162,000 square miles, and
its population is 47,000,000, Here is a
country the size of California, the state
having a population of only 1,300,00.
The density of Japan’s population is
nearly 300 per squarem {le, or, in other
words Japan is like a huge and con-
tinuous village in our rural districts,
spreading over all the land.

her

Pivery inch of Japanese sofl is util-’

ized, and were the people like Ameri-
! cans, requiring a diversity and immen-
sity of food products, they could not
live. As it is, Japan is a bif importer
of food products. Its busy artisans ex-
port $115,000,000 worth of material each
year, while its imports are about
$2,000,000 in excess of the foregoing
figures. .

The fecundity of the Japs is well
known, and it is imperative that more
land be obtained. Already more than
1,000,000 of them Mve in Korea, China
and the United States. Korea is large
enough and sparsely settled enough to
providée for 25,000,000 souls living as
they do in Japan. -
Japan never really made any seriou

move to add Korea to the empire. The
two peoples lived together in peace and
concord and, their habits and interests
being similar, there was never any of
that jealousy common to two different
races abiding together. Korea is so
fhecessary to Japan as a haven for its
overflow population that it eannot per-
mit Russia to annex it, aside from the
menace politically. Russia always has
and always wil pursue a dog-in-the.
manger policy. Wherever the Great
Bear goes there is no room for other
nationalities; the Jap, on the other
hand, (welcomes the white foreigner.
The prospect of Manchuria becoming
annexed to Russia was bad enough for
Japan for ft menaced the future of the
island empire, but the prospect of
Korea being made Russian in whole,
or in part, was something that could
not Be thought of for a moment. Then
Korea is an impertant stepping stone
to China, so Russa thinks.
| What does Russia want of Korea?
i  "he master minds—and for ages the
highest Russian ministers have been
such—who planned that gigantic under-
taking, the Trans-Siberian railway,
{ probably mapped out, step by step, the
movements that have followed. They
probably even‘included just such a war
as is now in sight. Several pages
might be covered with interesting nar-
ratives of this great project, for it cer-
ita!ntly is one of the greatest things
ever attempted in the world's history,
{ncluding as it does the various rami-
fications into diplomacy, conquest and
commercial activity, both on land and
sea.

The great railway is a fact; it ex-
tends from St. Petersburg across the
plains of Russia, over the mountains,
through the dense forests and over the
rolling steppes of dread Siberia; over
gorges, around morasses, crossing
{ rivers and lakes, winding through Man-
cling at its extreme eastern end in order
churia to cover the best land, and cir-
to cover the summer port at Viadivos-
tok and the winter port of Port
Arthur, apnd thus reaches the tribu-
taries of the great Pacific.

Korea is like the hind leg of a rabbit,
with Vladivostok at its top and Port
Arthur at the gambrel joint, and the
most important part of Japan at the
toe. e broad and deep Yalu river
separates Manchurfa from Korea. The
Russians have found that the Yalu is
necessary to them. Viadivostok is now
fsolated from the main terminus of
the great railway.” The coast line of
Korea, intervening between Vladi-
vostok and Port Arthur, it Russian,
would make the czar supreme on the
western side of the Pacific. It would
absolutely overawe Japan in the Japan
and Yellow seas.

These are the big stakes being play-
ed for.

THEATRE OF THE COMING WAR.

e
After Supremacy of Sea is Established
Korea Likely to Be Swept
by Troops. :

' All this naturally brings us down to

the scene of the coming struggle. It
docs not take military strategist to
pick out the campaign fleld in this in-
stance. Of course the first object of
Japan will be to destroy or bottle up
all the Russian warships in the Pacifte;
then to take Vladivostok and Port Ar-
thur by siege and assault, which, with
the capture of Dalny, the world’'s most
wonderful town, will give her posses-
slon of the termini of the Siberian rail-
way.

While this naval activity is going on,
Japanese troops, if they are quick
enough, will occupy Korea, especially
the western frontier along the Yalu
river. Facng them will be many Rus-
sfan forts recently constructed. The
victorious navy, whichever side it be,

hat the Rus- {will sweep up this river to help in

til the demands were acceded to. The |’

China. These were not so stringent as’
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clearing either frontier. In all proba-
bility the first invasion will be made In
Korea, whichever side gets started
first; there the first big land bhattle will
be fought at first, aside from the ef-
forts of Japan to take the ports in
Manchuria.

If Japan is victorious at first, she will
move ovér into Manchuria and fight
the garrisons along the railway. After
this any attempt to predict the pre-
mﬁ of the war would be idle specula-
tion.

The people of Korea are naturally
favorable to Japan, and the officials
were up to within a“few weeks, when
Russian money brought about a
change. The country is about twice
the size of New York state, or 600 miles
frem north to south, with an average
width of 135 miles. The population is
about the same as that of New York,
or about 8,000,000, although the estim-
ates run from 6,000,000 to 15,000,000.

The capital, Seoul, has 100,000 inha-
ditants, and is in the same latitude as
New TYork City. The best description

of the Koreans is the brief name they :

call their land, “The Land of the Morn-
ing Calm,” that expresses the charac-
teristics of their race. They are ro-
bust, amiable, industrious and love
pleasure more than war. They have
not yet evolved from that condition
known to the outside world as “The
Hermit Kingdom.” Their chief pur-
suits are agricultural.

The government is a joke of the
worst description.
changed his title to that of ‘emperor,
because he considered himself on the
same plane as the czar,
pan and emperor of China, There is
no system of government, only the
will of the ruler, and that is often
cruel. Torture is permitted in legal
proceedings, d justice is unknown.

The army '#s the hugest joke of all.
It nominally is composed of 17,000 men,
but they are merely a mob and have to
pillage to get any pay. Naturally Ja-
pan expects to gain many recruits in
Korea, but it is doubtful if they will
be worth the rifles placed in their
hands. They may do to fill in on gar-
rison duty.

Korea has been the theatre of ac-;

tion since before history began. Ear-
lier than authentic history reeords, Ko-
rea was invaded by the Empress Jin-
go and captured. Fourteen hundred

years later Japan did the same thing, |
and again in 1894 Japan repeated the |

performance, but Korean independence

was allowed. Korea has always been

the object of unwelcome intentions en
the part of others. She has taken no

part in the great dramas, and again is |
simply to furnish the stage and set- |

tings. Teday Xorea is about where
she was 500 years ago. The people ce-
pled the customs of the Ming dynasty
of China and from inertia have re-
tained them.
regards China te be, it iz a land of pro-
gress compared to Korea.

—y— (O e o

‘WHO ARE THE JAPANESE?
PR —.
They Were Deep in Oriental Slumber
Until Our Navy Woke Them Up.

Originally the islands that make up
Dai Nippin, or Great Japan, were peo-
pled by a Cauoasian race, who ecoupy
in Japanese history a position similar
to the early Britons in Hnglish - his-
tory. These people, now represented
by the hairy Ainus of northern Yeddo,
were driven northward by the swarm
of Mongollans, who swept across Ko-
rea from northern China. The first
great leader known was Jimmu Ten-
no, who founded his dynasty about 660
B. C. He is deified as the descendant
of Amaterasu, Goddess of the Sun. An-
other string of Mongolians came from
Malaysia by way of the string of is-
lands. To this southern strain is pro-
bably due the mercurial temperament
of the Japs. Superficially the Japs
seem to resemble the Chinese, but close
examination proves that the race has
been evolved independently. They,
however, absorbed the earlier Chinese
civilization.

The history of the succeeding cen-
turies is vague until about 200 A. D,
when an amazonian empress by the ap-
propriate name of Jingo captured Ko-
rea. This campeign was a big thing
for Japan in more ways than one. The
vassals brought with their tributes the
knowledge of writing, the civilization
of China, the mulberry and the silk
worm. The art of spinning and weav-
ing followed, and in the year G582 the
first image of Buddha appeared. In
the succeeding century there was a per-
fect rage—like that now for 'western
{deas—for the civilization of China.
Arts, customs and opinions—whether
of society, morals or politice—were as-
similated with the greatest ardor.
Buddhism made rapid progress. Feu-
dalism was instituted and great offices
were made hereditary and the Shogun
of Yeddo (shot-general, gun-army) be-
came of greater power than the mika-
do. 1In the fifteenth century the mi-
kade and shogun got to, fighting, and
both were whipped by the Samurai, or
warrios. After that a series of strong
shoguns held sway over the land.

Tn 1545 the Portuguese navigator,
Mendez Pinto, with a 16t of followers,
landed and soon established himself.
He was followed by the Jesuit mission-
ary, St. Francis Xavier, who made
rapid progress, the imitative Japs tak-
ing readily to the new visitors and
new customs.

too free and were ordered away in 1697.

By 1638, after terrible persecution,
Christianity was extirpated and all
foreignors were kept away except the
Chinese and Dutch traders. This ex-
pulsicn was accomplished by the Toku-
gawa Shoguns, who introduced a horri-
ble system of espionage, which has left
its mark until the present day in the

In 1897, the King .

mperor of Ja- |

Stagnant as the world

But the visitors were .

Complete View of the Effect it Will Have on
the World, of the Cause, of the Theatre of
~ War and the Comparison of the
Resources of the Two

Countries.

shape of dishonesty and lack of civie
courage.

When Comimodors Perry knocked at
the door of Japan in 1854, the Shogun
rule and the last phase of mediaevalism
fell before modern civil{zation. That
date, when the treaty with the United
{ States was sighed, March 81, 1854, was
{ the brth of modern Japan. Yokohama,
Negssaki and Hakedate were opened
to trade in 1859 and the next year we
sent g minister tb the court of the
Mikado

The daimios, or military leaders, wers
'a long time in accepting the changed
congjtions and there were many attacks
on the fereigners. Our own legation
j was attasked in 186}, and an interpre-
| ter kiNled, and, the lépation was burn-
ed in 1863. Reprisals and punitive ex-
peditions followed for several years, and
it wes 1868 befors order came sbout
after the young Mikado had over-
;)rown the military rulers. The
| first year of enlightened rule really was
; 1868, when the Mikado moved to Teds,
| changed its name to Tokis and mads it
the capital of the e. He soon
abelighed the' foudal sysfem and began-
to copy the ideas of the western civili-
 #ation. The first newspaper appeared
{ in 1870, and the first railway was open-
_ed two years liter. History moved
! rapidly after that and the esuntry was
. opemed to fereigner's gemerelly.  Tha
| edict against Christians was removed
and missioneries welcomed. A con-
i stitution grante8 to the people went
into effeet in 1889, Japan declayed war
en China on Feb. 12, 1895, which lasted
Jews than a year. After the treaty of
peace, Russia stepped in and robbed
Japan of all the fruits of victery ex-
' cept tWe Island of Formbsa, and {he
retentton of the captured Chinese na¥w
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.COMPARISON OF RESOURCES.

e B e

Neither Country is Financially Fit For
a Long Struggle.

‘Aside from the numerical number of

perfectness of the army and navy or-
ganzations and the military capabili-
{ tiew of the leaders, the great thing to
! be considered in going to war ts the
{internal resources of the contestamts.
| Without money, and huge wads of it is

| neessary in these days, a guccessful
‘ war cannot be fought. 'The credit of
the nations involved must be taken ine
i to agcount. And more, the esprit, du
l.corps, not only of the fighters, but of
! the people back of them; or, in ether
words, the degree of patriotism is one
of the most important points to be
considered.

The reader will have noticed the popu-
platien of Japan and the density of
the inhabitants as told in the foregoing.
Jepan is not a riech country as tie
world regards the term. Last year the
receipts of the government were about
$136,315,000 and the expenditure $136,~
212,000, of which $30,000,000 was for the
army ‘and navy. The total debt is
about $350,088,000. While the peopie
are very thrifty, they are not rich and

that the government could easily rafse
$100,000,000 more each year for this war.
While no definite statement has been
made it is probable that the Japan-
ese treasury has or can get easily,
without further taxation or borrowing
money from outside,.the sum of $250,-
000,000. On this, then, she will have to
deperid to carry on a war. On her
success will
ing foreign loans.

dition of Russia.

Russia has an estimated population
of 141,000,000, with a density of 16 per
square mile. These figures cover Fin-
land, Poland and Siberia, inchuding the
convicts. 'The national debt reaches
the enormous sum of $3,500,000,000, with
a yearly interest of $150,000,000. The es-
timated government receipts for last
year were a bit more than $1,000,000,-
000 and the expenditures more than

$970,000,000.

serve fund of something more than
$100,000,000, and it is estimated that the
government could call in loans from
its own people of about $250,000,000. By
taxation, if the people stood it, fully
$150,000,000 a year could be raised for a
war. The poor of the empire are al-
ready taxed almost to the revolting

these burdens.
It will be seen that the financial re-
mources of either:country are not in

ther, apparently, can stand a prolong-
ed and expensive war without outside
help. Russia has ben trying to raise
outside money for months, but has net
suecesded. The money powers of Eu-
rope consider Russia a bad customer.
The Rothschilds will have nothing te
do with her, and that means that an
outside loan, unless a popular one in
France, for Russia, is hardly possible.
On the other hand Japanese credit
is fairly good in Europe. If she wipes
out the Russian navy in the Pacifle,
she can get a moderate loan of, say
$200,000,000 from abroad, mostly from
London. It is said that New York
might help her in a pineh if it appear-
ed that Japan was to be the winner.
Defeats for either side will have an im-
i portant bearing on the future of ug-
ances. It is probable that friendsh!
! of powers for either of the combatants

| will not go to the extent of offering
finaneial assistance . From this it
weuld appear that both sides mqat re-
ly on their own resources. Further
on the reader will discover more of the
side issues having a bearing on this
question and thus be able to meke yp
tis own mjnd which side will heve the
meat, stable finances

soldiers and sailors, their efficiency, the |

the taxes are not onerous. It is said '

depend the matter of rals-
| hen they go into the reserves for four

Now let ys look at the financial con- |

There is in the treasury a gold re-

point, while the rich escape many or)

| experts of the world have been employ- {
: no messages shall be interfered with.

strictly a gilt-edge state; in fact, nei-
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COMPARISON OF ARMS,

(RN . s
Russia, on Paper, Appears
‘World Like a Great Giant Pigmy.

In this struggle it is impossible to
deal exactly with the armed strength
of either combatant on land, Russia
always has jealsusly guarded her army
and navy secrets, and less real in-
formation is known to the outside
world of her armed strength than any
other power. The favorite estimate of
military experts is this:

Peace strength of the army: 1,000,000
men and 42,000 officers.

War strength: ' 4,600,000 men, 75,000
officers and 562,000 horses.

Bince 1874 military sefvice in Russia
has been compulsory on all men (ex-
cept clergymen, doctors and teachers)
reaching the age of 21. Out of about
870,600 men arriving at tirat age €ach
year, 320,000 are taken into the active
army and fleet. The remaindér go in
the reserve. The periocd of service is
—for Huropean Russia—five yeans Ip
the active army, thirteen yeaws in the
Zapas, (or first reserve, for thess wio
have fee'n in the active gervice), and
five years in the Opdichenie, or real
reserve, up to the age of 43.

The Russian army is not what Am-
erfoans would canl efiictent. The men
are igmerant, brutal angd not 6vér pa-
tiotic from impulse. The Cossac
whe are mostly in the cavalry, are the
beést soldidrs, and would be hard to
find bettér cavalrymean in the world,
outside eur own. The Russian ffeld
artillery 18 said to be highly efficient,
both as to quality of guns and te
marEamanship, the men in this 1fne be-
iig the rhest intelligent in the entiye
army. The infantry apd hesvy artil-
lry are declared by good critics to be
quite inefficient and hot versed in mo-
dern ways of fighting. The regiments
move as a body, and there is nohe of
the individual thinking and fighting as
in eur army and as the Boers shpwed
the English as the acmeé of military
strength.

Latér en it will be shown just how
many men Russia wfll be able to put
in the.fleld against Japan.

The war footing of Japan is estimat-
ed at 650,000 men, including about 12,-
000 officers, This was made some years
ago and does not provide for the great
activity showr by the Faps in military
tratning in the Tast five years. This
figure is the stréngth given by the re-
port for 1960, but it is charged that the
Japanese war minister did not cover
the whole ground. While qutside of
this number on the rolls no military
training was compulsory, every hamlet
has its military compeny, and count-
less numbers of these are ready for the
word. They are armed and officered,
and are in all respects a part of the
patrietie army. All the universities
and higher sehools have military train-
ing in the curriculum. There probably
are close to 3,000,000 men between the
ages of 17 and 40—the prescribed ages
within which every able-bedied man is
expected to serve in the army—that
ocan be thrown into the fleld or remain
at home for defence.

It will be seen frem that that Japan
fs not a weak power by any means,
even when eompared with Russia.

The military system of Japan is di-
vided into the standing army and navy
(200,000 men), landwehr, depot and
jandstrum. The standing army is com-
posed of the active and ressrve forces.
The active army ig recruited from men

to the|

20 years old, who serve thrée years in
the army and four years in the navy.

years and from that into the landwehr
for five years for nominal gservice. The
depot stage is divided into two parts.
The first depot is levied from thoese that
have not enlisted in the active army,
and the service is seven years; the
second depot is made up of those not
enlisted in the first, with a term of ser-
vice of one year and four menths. The
jandstrum is divided into two parts
and is the last officlal connection the
yeterans Have with the army. In case

‘ of war levies can be made all down

the line. The figures given of the war
footing include all these classes ex-
cept the last named, of which there
are 200,000 men, making a grand total
of 860,000. t

The Japanese army and navy is the
most efficlent and best equipped force
of any in the world, in comparison
with the time taken since it was or-:
ganized on modern methods. The best !

ed to give instruction and the method
of teaching is not unlike that of the
United States, although most of the
foreign experts have been British and
German, with a few French and Am-
ericans.

The soldlers are born fighters and ars ;
extremely patriotic. They have taken
feadily to marksmanship, both on land
and sea, and probably the Japs, man
for man, can outfight the Russians.
The heavy blows struck in the Chinese
war proved that the navy was effi-
cient, while everyone remembers the
praise the world gave to the Japs in
the relief of Pekin, where they showed
themselves better soldiers than even
the Bri#ish.

The eoast of Japan is divided inte
five maritime districts, having head-
quarters, with dacks, arsenals and bar-
racks, in Yokosuko, Kure, Sasebo, Mai-
guru and Mureran. AR these Dplaces
are equipped with all modern plants
for repairing vesseis, Japan now bullds
her own protected cruisers, torpedo
boats and destroyers. She has apmor
factories large enough to fit out at-
tleshipa. |

The bases of the Russian flegt in the
Far Bast are Vladivostok and Port
Arthur, where every ship that eeuld
be spared from homse defence has b

! and Warsaw to Berlin, and so to Eng-

sent. Vliadvestok is icebourid and J

be until spring, and the large ﬂeetf
there, as well. as the repairing and |
equipping plants, will be of little use.
The docks in Port Arthur are not yet
in perfect shape, and In case of a dis-
astrous reverse at sea there is no
place for Russia to repair and recuper-
ate. Port Arthur, also, can be success-
fully “bottled up.”

HOW THE NEWS
TRAVELS.

The Way War News Comes
From the Far East. A

The news that comes to the Star to-;
day affords an illustration of how the!
news {s transmitted from the Orient to
the Occident. It was sent to London
across an ocean bed of 12,481 miles, |
thence to New York and thence to St.
John. {

The tiny electric impetus put in mo- |
tion by the key of the operator in far |
Nagasalki instantly plunges under the!
Bastern Sea and comes to, land in
China, near Shanghai, 476 miles away. '
Then that Mttle throb will work south- |
ward round the China coast to Hong !
Kong, 945 miles. At Hong Kong (Brit--
ish) it will dive under the China Sea !
to Saigon, In Anam (French), $51 miles; |
from Saigon it will cross the bed of the |
sea to Singapore (British), 628 mliles. ;
Or it might go by way of Labuan Bor-
neo (British), 1,971 miles.

Through the Malacca Strait to Pen-
ang (398 miles), and then a great plunge
westward through the wild Nicobars
and under the tropic Bengal Sea (1,-
380 miles) to Madras. At Madras it
will spring from the dark depths into
the flaming Indian sunshine; on a
thread of glinting wire it will span the
Deccéin, leap jurigle afid stream until
it cames down to stearfiing Bombay.

ACROSS THE ARABIAN SEA.

Never resting, the brave little spark
will take to the water again, traverse
the broad Arabian Sea to Aden (1,850
miles), thread its way up the scorching
Red Sea fiying ever westward, to Alex-
andria it will travel deep under the
balmy Mediterranean to Malta, out to
Li#bon, and so to London (5,205 miles.

Every word forced so laboriously -
threugh those 12,481 miles‘of solid wire
will cost 1s 11d, to which is to be added
10 cents per word across the Atlantie,
besides the land toils from New York.
This §# the newly reduced rate for press
messagés, at which many -thousands
of words will be sent. For private mes-
sages the rate is 58 8d per werd or 4s
164 a word by the Russian route

It is difemit to give any very de-
finite idex of what a war costs the
newspapers for telegraphy. Probably
few persens nave any idea of the vast
sums which would be swallowed up in
a single day’s news provided by the
Leondon newspgpers on the occasion of
a great nawal battle.

for two short meassages from Japan,
conwisting of about 100 and 150 words
respectively, the bare telegraphic cost
would awproaeh £25, although some of
the “the’s”’ and ‘‘and’s” in such cable-
grams as they appear in’ the newspa-
peds weuld not be telegraphed. In the!
event of a big battle, it may be safely
assumed thet at least seven London pa-
pers would receive telegrams costing
at least £100 apiece, £700 in the aggre- .
gate for the single day’s news. Add-
ing the service of the news agencles,
the day’s telegraphing would be likely
to cost well over £1,000. The amounts
paid@ en this side make the sum much .
greater.

A HUGE TELEGRAPH BHLL.

If the war were to be a hard fought
one, long drawn out, and with several
severe engagem~=nts, that sum might
easily be multiplied by twenty, giving
an ultimate cost to the London papers
alone, of something like £20,000.

All the telegraph lines in Japan are
owned by the Japanese government, !
and censorship of messages is, there-
fore, easy; it has already been estab~
lished so far as concerns the move-,
ments of the Japanese army and fleet.

Moreover, until a few weeks ago
press messages handed in in Japan .
had to paid for in cash. A newspa-
per correspondent had, therefore, to :
provide himself with large sums of
money which was often extremely in- |
convenient. Now the Japanese gov-:
ernment has conceded that point and |
allows the telegraph companies to take
the risk of payment upon themselves,
and to collect the money from the |
headquarters of the newspapers onthis i
side. i

A¢ Nagasaki, the “taking off” point'
for the mainland, messages are trans-
ferred from the Japanese government
lines to the Great Northern Company j
(Danish), and cross either to Shanghal |
or Viadivostok. From Vladivostok, |
the Northern Company’s line follows :
the railway track across frozen Siberia |
to Libau, on the Baltic. But few of |
the British press messages will take
that ceurse, although there is in exist-
ence a sort of promise by Russia that

At Shanghai begins the cable of the
Eastern Extension Company, and the
Eastern cable takes up the thread at
Bombay, also, the Indo-European line
starts away and travels overland by
Bushire and Teheran, Tiflis, Odessa

land. The American Commercial Pa-
cific cable goes to the Philippines and
does not touch Japan. The possible
routes for the direct transmission of
news from Japan are, therefore, but
two in number—the overland Russian
route and the coast route, via India
and the Mediterranean, or India and
Europe. In view of war the bulk of
the telegraphic work for the enlighten-
ment of the world in general falls up-
on the southern or coast route.

EFFECT OF WAR ON DIVIDENDS.

The authorities at the Eastern Com-

any’s offices laughed heartily when
asked recently whether the rush of
messages in the event of war would in-
creage the company’s dividends. For
it stands to reason that war will put
a step to commerce, and it is the com-
mereial business that pays best.

The company’s .staff will not need
te Be inereased, because it is the prac-
tice to keep all stations very fully man-

! maidens for the purpose of welcoml'::

ned. And, if that means that when

7

East.

.
business is quiet the men will have
plenty of time to be lazy, this is re=
garded as only a fair preparation for
the tremendous stress of war times.
Agked whether they expected Rus=
sla would try to cut the cables the au~
thorities seemed Inclined to resigd
themselves ‘to the will of Providence.
If Ruseia cuts them she will cut them,

‘But cutting a cable is not so easy as

cutting soap. It was recalled, more~
over, that in the Splnllh-Amerlca'.n‘.w
war the only cable that the Americans
cut was an abandoned eable’s loose end.
Nor in the Russo-Turkigh war was the
cable under the Black Sea from Odes-
sa to Constantinople cut at all, but
gsealed and guarded at one end by a
couple of Turkish.

How long would the news take to
come? Curiously enough, rather less
than no time at all. A press message
recently despatched from Japan at2.05
p. m. reached London at 1 p. m. on the
same day—say, an hour and five min=
utes before it started! Of course, that
ifs an ancient and very simple para-
dox. Japan time 1s nine hours ahead
of London time. The message, there<
fore, took 7 hours and 55 minutes to .
come. It overtook the sun—that is alld
At St. John the message would be 8
celved flve hours ahead of the sun.

ONCE DESPERADO, fosg
NOW A MISSIONARY:

e

Michael Silk, a Former Burgilar, qu;l
Spends Part of His Time Reforming
Others. .

P : 2
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Feb, 1.—Mich«
ael Silk, former convict and once a po~
torious desperado, is now working as a
reformer among his old companions'ini
crime. He is employed in a factory,
and at nights and during his sparetime
he works in a mission among the dee
praved. i
The first record of Silk was when h@
served a term in the ¥ouse of Corréo«’
tion at Detrojt. In 1888 he was arréste,
ed in St. Louis on a charge of burglas

¥ was afterward arrested in CQhicag
| twite for assault with intent to,£ill, an

once for holdihig up a street car. For
the latter crime he was senteficed
the Joliet Pénitentiary In 1891, and&!
three years later was serit to ‘the pel!
for insane criminals at Ghester, wheno®
he escaped. He returnsff to Chfcago,
and was again arfeésted for a hdld up,
but was acquitted. Golng to Buffalo,
N. Y., he was caught in a Burglary
and sentenced to three years in the Erie ]
Penitentiary. When refeased he went

. to England, but detectives malle 1t so''

unpleasant for him that he soon/feturns !
ed to this counttry.

Meyers and Silk were sent.-to th@®.,
peniteritiary for hold ups in ‘this citsty’
and while they were in jail hefe they}
were visited by the Rev, William H.
Wheeler, who is in ¢harge of the rescua,
mission. As Silk’s term was about ta
expire Mr. Wheeler received a letter
from him saying that he would Hke te
lead a different life. Correspondence
followed, and the day after his releaSe ,
from prison S#lk eppeared at the res-
cue missien. He {8 now a member of

' the Central Avenwe Methodist church

and of Charles E. Coffin’s Sunday school
class, and is reeeived as a friend inta
the families of many respectable per=
sons. -

HISTORY OF KISSING.

Bl g
The story runs that kissing was in-
troduced into England By Rowena, the
daughter of Hengist, the Saxon, say a %
writer in The Penny Mage#sine. At a,
banquet which.was given by the Brit<'
ish monarch in honor of his allies, the
princess, after pressing the brimming
beaker to her lips, saluted the astone
ished and delighted Vortigern with a&

; little kiss, after the manner of her own
! people.

So well did the kiss thrive in
the genial climate of England that it
gradually grew into an everyday en-
joyment and the Hnglish soon became
celebrated far and near as a Kissing
people. In fact, &b far had their celebri-
ty spread in thls respect that when
Cavendish, the biographer of the great
“child of honor, Cardinal Wolsey,” vix
sited 3 French nobleman at his chie
teau, the lady ef the house on entering
the room with her train of attendamt

tﬁguest of her husband, thus acgos
h¥n: “Forasmuch as you be an Ehge"

: lishman, whose qustom it is in your
. country to kiss all ladies and gentle<.
' women without offence, a#d, althought
[ it be not &6 in this realm, yet will I ba'

so bold as to kiss you, and so shall all,

{ my maidehis.” Whereupon the rafters:
! of the chateau rang again with the
| heartiness of the esculation, no doub¥,

to the great satisfaction of the fai®
chatelaine, herself, her many and mers;
ry maidens, and, above all, to the me=’
dest Cavendish. .

A DANGEROUS ANARCHIST,

LIVERPOOL, Feb, 12.—The customs$
officials this' morning found eighteen
pounds of dynamite and 3360 deténa-
tors in the possession of an Austrian
emigrant on board the White Star lina
steamer Majestic, which left Mew Yorld'
recently and arrived hetd yester-
day. The Austrian’s trunk had a falsel
bottom, in which the dynamite was$
concealed. The man, who gave the
name of Ivan Sjubesanoio, and who 0sS=
tensibly was bound for Carisbad, was
arrested and remanded until Februasg
20.

~'OLDEST ENGINEER KILLWEB, ¥
LEADVILLE, Col.,, Feb. 12.—Willlamy’
Miller, probably the oldest engineer ini
service in the United States, has been
crughed to death under his enging
while making some repairs. Miller be-"
gan railroading 52 vears ago. on the
Reading. He brought the first' Riag
Grande engines west. He was T8
years old.

FRENTLEY’S
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Masters All Pain

and is the best remedy f&ﬂo 121::‘]“.
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