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SECOND READING
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QUESTION
OF LAND SALES

PUBLIC_OPINION IS
DIVIDED ON SUBJECT

Many Citizens Think it Unwise to
Dispose of Property at This
Time.

@

Dissatisfaction is expressed in several
quarters over the proposed sale of the
land owned by the city north of the
driving park, and the portion of the
mud flats behind the Empress hotel, on
the ground that the civie authorities
will not be able to realize a sum suffi-
cient to compensate the city for the loss
of such. valuable property. The by-
laws authorizing the sale of these pro-
perties have been passed and will be
submitted to the property owners on
July 3rd for ratification or refusal.

It is pointed out that the city recent-
ly purchased the Bowker Park property
at a high figure and that the portion of
it which it is proposed to dispose of
consists of nearly 20 acres of very
choice -land which, in view of the in-
creasing value of Victoria's real estate,
will be worth a great deal more within a
vear or two than it is at present. More-
over, it ig remarked upon by many that
this property is almost invaluablé to the
icty for a park or other purposes, and
that the probable extension of the ex-
hibition grounds consequent upon the
present era of prosperity yvarrants the’
retention of this. land by the city for
a couple of years at least.

Ex-Ald. Yates is e of those who
holds strong viaw; pon this matter,
To the Times he said: ‘I consider that
it will be a foolish act upon the part of
teh city to dispose of any of the pro-
perty acquired by purchase from the
Bowker Park Company. In view of the
many changes which may be wrgught
In the city during the next few years
and might necessitate the purchase of
land eitheér for park purposes, for an
extengion of the exhibition grounds, or
any other reason, I think that the pro-
perty should be held by the city. It
would be a very bad policy to pursue to
sell property one year and to buy it
back a few years later.”

In connection with the property re-
ferred to there is some talk of the land’
being purchased by the Dominion gov-
grnment as a site for the experimental
tarm which it is proposed to establish
on the Island. This matter was broach-
sd at a recent council meeting when an
plderman expressed the opinion that
the price of the land would be restrict-
lve and that the size of the property*
and its location ‘remidered it very im-
probable that it would be chosen by the
government.

The argument employed by the op-
nonents of the projected sale of the mud
fAats is that this land is so situated
that its present value will increase to
double the amount within a year or
two. - Its proximity ‘to the Empress -ho-
tel and its central position should be
the great factors in bringing about the
Increase. In both cases the argument
is the same. The city will most prob-
ably receive, if the property is sold,
comparatively small prices for both
pieces of land, whereag the refention
of these properties either for corporate
purposes, or.in view of a probable in-
crease in value, would bé in the nature
of a profitable venture. With regard
to the propesal made by a company to
lease the mud .flats for the ersction of
a winter garden and other places of
amusement, it is pointed out that a
lease of sufficient duration could be
granted and the property held. ‘“Even
if the property .is held ten or twelve
yvears,”” sald one ratepayer, in discuss-
ing the matter, “it will eventually re-
pay the city for foresight in retaining
{ Rad

The other side of the question is
vividly illustrated by the Mayor’s state-
ment in the council on Monday evening
during the hearing of the deputation
from the C. P. R, to the effect that the
calls upon the city’s purse were so nu-
merous and so heavy this year that the
sale of the mud flats and the Bowker
Park property had been projected as
the only practical solution of the finan-
cial difficulty. The aldermen were only
induced to pass the “Sale of Lands Au-
thorization By-laws” after they had
struggled with the financial situation
without finding another way out. Al-
though the by-laws provide that the
city can sell the property when'it likes
and upon any terms that it may deem
reasonable, the very fact-that the pro-
perty is to be so!d if the property own-
ers consent, makes it obvious that the
city’s financiai straits render this sale
a matter of urgenoy If the ‘object of the
council is to be attaipned, namely, the
raising of sufficient money to carry the
yvear's work through without a deficit.
There is at present an estimated deficit
of nearly $40,000 when thegassessment
and the appropriations for various |
woks are compared. If the tax rate is
not raised this year the council will be
up against a ‘hard proposition to obtain
the necessary money for the year’s ex-
penses. The proposition to gell the pro-
perty spoken of is the only solution
offefred up to the present by the board
nf aldermen, and its success or fate on
July 3rd at the hands of the property
owners will affect to a marked degree
the policy of the council for the re-
mainder of the year.

MEXICAN CELEBRATION. 4

Mexico City, June 21.—President Diaz
has :ssued a proclamation proposing a
great ceiebration to commemorate the
centennial of the republic’s independ-
ence. The ceremonies will commence
on September 15th, 1810. All ecitizens |
sre expected to contribute towards the
fund.

REMAINS AT POST.
Japanese Ambassador Will Not Be Re- |
called From Washington.

Tokio, June 21.—Viscount Hayashi, |
minister of foreign affairs, to-day de-l
clared rumor that Ambassador Aiki |

ecalled from Washington, D.]

", is without foundation.
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ANNUAL MUSTER
PARADE OF FIFTH

WILL BE HELD ON
SUNDAY MORNING

.

Drumhead Service af Macaulay’s
Piains Conducted By Chaplain---
Regimental Orders for To-day

The work of the regimental camp at
Macaulay Plains was continued last
evening. Infantry drill, practice with
the big guns in the fort and work with
the 13 pounders and signalling were all
duly executed. HEverything points to a
high standard of excellency being at-
tained this year,

The commanding officer’s prize of $5
for the cleanest and smartest ' tent
dressed with military accoutrements
will be very evenly contested. Last
Sunday's record of gix tents being al-
most in line so far as individual merit
could be adjudicated will, it is expected,
be surpassed on Sunday next. As
usual in such contests the prize will in
the end be awarded to the temnt which
scores the highest number of points
in the minute technicalities of detail.
To the civilian eyes the tents in the
first class will ali appeer . equal. Only
the men themselves or their officers will
be able to prove how searching is the
eye of a commanding officer.

The regimental orders for to-day are
ag follows:

To be orderly officer for Friday, June
21st, Lieut. A. J. Brace; next for duty,
Lieut. L. H. Garnett; next for duty,
Lieut. P. T. Stern.

The regiment will parade on Sunday,
June 23rd, at 10.45 a. m. for the purpose of
attending a drumhead service in camp.
Dress, church parade order (with gerges
in place of tunies).

The regiment will parade on Sunday,
June 23rd, at 11.50 a. m. for the annual
muster parade. Dress, field day order.
For this parade O. C. companies will be
prepared to hand in pay sheets in tripli-
cate, medical officer’s report and effici-
ency returns. This parade being compul-
sory by regulation, will entail the loss of
one day’s pay and possibly the efficiency
pay of any absentee.

A guard of honor from the regiment wiil
pardde on Sunday, June 23rd, at 3.45 p.m.,
of the strength laid down in R. & O.,
para. 344. Captain R. Angus will com-
mand the guard, and Lieuts. C. G. S.
‘Duncan and B.  G. Prior will act as sub-
alterns. Capt: Angus will detail his own
serggants and trumpeters. O. C. com-
panies wijll each detail 32 men and 1 cor-
paral to serve on the above. Dress, re-
view order (tunicg). Pay sheets in tripli-
cate for this duty will
handed into Offife at completion of same.

‘Puggaries will be worn for all these
parades.

Lights out will be sounded on Saturday,
22nd ‘inst., at 1130 p. m. Bugle calls for
Sunday, 23rd inst., will be sounded at the
following hours:

Reveille

Breakfast ....

Tent inspection

Dress for Divine service ..
Parade for Divine service
Muster parade

Dinner
Dress for guard of honor .
Parade for guard of honor
Tes +.s.

6.30 a.m.

7.00 a.m.

.- 9,00 a.m.
. 10.30 a.m.

Lights out

The usual C. O.'s' prize of $ will be
given for the cleanest and smartest tent
dressed with military accoutrements
only, due regard being also pald to the
appearance and strength of the tent de-
tachment. :

WHITE CAP WILL
REPRESENT CITY

Vice Commodore Llaurie of Local
Yacht Club Will Sail His Own
Boat.

'

At the forthcoming international

races to be held at Seattle during the |
first week in July Victoria will be well |

represented by her vice-commodore’s
vacht the White Cap,; the yacht own-
ed L. Laurie, of the Victoria Yacht
Club. The crew will consist of 8.

and A. T. Bain. This same crew has
handled the White Cap.in a number of
races for' over two years, and they
know her sailing qualities in every
variety of tide and wind. The White
Cap was built by the owner. She is
27-foot 6 inches over all, 8-foot beam,
draws 4-foot 6 and has a spread of
canvas of 450 square feet. oShe iz de-
signed after the Seabird model, with
this exception that the keel is of the
fin type in place of using the centre
board. She is an ideal boat in every
kind of a sea. -With the pinaker set
she just glides along. The White Cap
has taken second place in .the interna-
tional races held here in 1904. On that
occasion there was a 20 to 26 knot
breeze. Also in a series of local races
she has only been beaten by a regular
racer. &

The Gwenol, as previously reported
in the press, is not going to compete.
So the White Cap will be the sole re-

| presentative from the local club. This

is a matter of considerable importance

| to local yachtsmen, as the international

contests should be held in Vietoria next

| year,

On the eve of the races all the Van-
couver boats, of which there are a
great number, have agreed to await
each other at an appointed place in the
Sound. They will then all sail in a
fleet to Seattle. Should the morning
be fine this will be an exceedingly
with the morning’s sun
their snowy white

The Seattle club will entertain ' all

:\'lsiting vachtsmen right royally,

In France the average yield of wine is
112 gallons to every acre of vineyard; in
Spain it rises to 130 gallons per acre; but
Algeria holds the record with 300 gallons
to the acre.

be signed and

| the ratepayers.

CHANGES IN
VICTORIA WEST

STREETS T0 CORFOM
T0 RALPH'S PLAN

Dennis Harris Will Hold First Sitting
to Hear Complaints Next
Thursday

One of the most

affecting Victoria West' that has ever
been passed by the city council is that
authorizing the straightening of street
lines according to the map prepared
from Ex-City Engineer Ralph's survey
of the city in 1892. Not eonly does this
by-law provide for the entire readjust-
ment of boundaries between lots in that
locality, but it also makes provision for
the defining and straightening of the
streets which, at present, are nearly all
at sixes and seveéns.

When the William Ralph map was
made in 1892 it was found that many
buildings and lots encroached upon the
streets and. that some of the property
owners had possession of lots exceeding
in size the area they were entitled to,
while other property owners, in conse-
quence of -irregular boundaries, were
deprived of some of their land. Since
the Ralph map was adqpted all build-
ings have been erected and all lots laid
out under it and the consequence s a
Jumble of boundaries resulting in a
prevalence of perplexity among ihe
ratepayers. In one case, that of James
Rollings’ residence at the corner of
Catherine and Frederick streets, there

is an actual encroachment of the build- |

ing upon the two thoroughfares of at
least thirty feet. One fence surrovnd-
ing the property runs at an angle fiom
the north corner of the property and
meets the other fence somewhere ¢bcut
the exact middle of the street. The
straightening of the property will result
in the setting back of these fences ai-d
the house for at least thirty feet, and
this will entail the removal of. the ad-
joining building to a site several yards
behind its present location, as it is now
encroaching on the lots belongiag to
Mr. Rollings. This case is, pernaps,
the worst one noted by the city engin-
eer, but there are four other buildings
which are at present over-lapping Llhe
true line of the streét according to the
Ralph map. At least a score of fences
are ‘“‘out of plumb” with the street; and
will be set back to the right line. These

i changes, of course, will necessitate al-

most an entire re-organization of the
bouridaries between inside and outside
Jots which”will ensure " a seftiemént” of
all the doubt at present existing over
the true location of lots.

The Muncipal Clauses Act of 1906 en-
acts that, in the case of a definition of
street lines and boundaries, such as
this, “no person is entitled to compen-
sation in respect of any street, land or
improvements thereon which he may be
required to surrender or remove Im-
provements from, if there still remains
to him the quantity of land to which he
is entitled.”
straightening of the lines and boun-
daries in Victoria- West will result in
the surrender of a part of the lots held
by some of the property owners to the
adjoining lots without compensation
from the holders of those lots which are
brought up to their legitimate area by
the change.

Dennis R. Harris, C. E., British Col-
umbja Land Surveyor, who has been
appointed sole arbitrator between the
city and the ratepayers affected by
the making valid of the Ralph map,
will hold the first sitting for the hearing
of complaints and claims in the com-

{ g Ry R
important by-laWs | for some recent atrocities said to have

| ing""Marquis ¢
| Regina, two. :guesis,” one believed to

Under this enactment the |

mittee room at the city hall next Thurs-
day, 27th inst., at 2 o’clock in the after-
noon. The city solicitors, Mason & |
Mann, have prepared forms of claim |
against adjoining owners to be filled in |
and submitted to the persons affected,
and the arbitrator will decide upon the

amount of compensation due to each |
claimant, if any.

In order to distribute the cost of the
arbitration and the amount paid in|
compensation, the whole of the district

| benefitting by the work will be assessed

upon the local improvement plan when
the arbitration is concluded.

The benefits which will be conferred
upon Victoria West by the definition of
boundaries are many. Apart from the
personal satisfaction which will be

{ given to the property owners of having
Laurie, captain and owner; W. Rowson |

the location of their boundaries proper-
1y set out for all time to come, and the
general improvement in the appearance
of the loeality, the changes will allow of
the laying of macamadized and other
roads, curbs, gutters and sidewalks,
besides other works of local improve-
ment by the city upon the petition of
Up to the present this |
has been a practical impossibility ow- |
ing to the vagaries of the street lines
and the possibilities of dispute over
boundaries. In view of this fact it is

| not surprising that the property owners

are anxious for the change authorized
by the arbitration by-law. )

A" WARNING.

Winnipeg, June 20.—During the strike
of the freight handlers on the C.P.R

® sheds at Fort William last week, the

new “Trades Disputes Investigation
Act” was put in force and Secretary
Austin was arrested and charged un-
der the act with inciting certain em-
ployees of the C.P.R. to refrain from
working and to go on strike. Austin
stood outside of the company’s prop-
erty and asked oné of the employees
not tp go to work. He was arrested
and brought before Magistrate Pall-
ing and pleaded guilty. The magistrate
fined him $50 and costs and intimated
to him and otheér men in the courtroom
that he had the power to fine him any-
where between fifty to one ' thousand
dollars and costs.

The other agitators took warning
from this conviction and allowed any-

| handed
| lor Joseph Leighton at

| .company

one who wished to go and work in ‘the
sheds.
clear that, though the strike is official- |
ly at an end, as the men who went out |
have been replaced, they will continue
{o prosecute if intimidation should go
on.

The company wish to make it |

CABRAZA IS DYING.

President- of Guatemala Reported to
Be Suffering From Blood
Poisoning.

(Associated Press).

Mexico Citv. June 21.—President
Estrada Cabraza, of Guatemala, is dy=
ing.

This startling statement was made
last night by Jose D. Gamez, who is in
the city as confidential agent of Presi-
dent Zelaya, of Nicaragua. Mr. Gamez
claims to have received information
from ‘an unquestionable source to the
effect that President Cabraza is suffer-
ing from blood poisening which fol-
lowed the extraction of a tooth.

According to M. Gamez, President
Cabraza has not left the 'executlve
mansion for eight days.

This was further corroborated by a
Spanish planter, who recently arrived
from Guatemala. He declared that
Cabraza’s illness in a measure counts

been committed by him. This man says
that those who know believe that Ca-
braza realizing his condition is reck-
lessly wreaking vengeance upon his
enemies.

Nothing is known in official circles of
Cbarsza’s reported illness:

FIVE KILLED IN
AUTO ACCIDENT

(AR DEMOLISHED BY
RUNNING INTO ROCK

All the Occupants Lost Their Lives--
Relative of King of Italy
Among Victims

(Associated Press.)

Naples, ‘Jume: 21.—A most appalling
automobile accldént occurred at Caija-
nelle, about 100 miles distant from
Naples, yesterday, five men being kill-
ed.

The motor car, which was going at a
Ligh speed, ran into a rock and was
demolished. '

Among the killed:was Prince Pescara,
a member of the Italian nobility, and
related to-the Spanigh royal house, on
account of whose death the aristocracy
of the whole of lower Italy will be in
mourning,

: Another Report.
" Rome, June’21.—Word has beén re-

ceiged!‘h,ete that utomoble contain-
5&5 tWe“Duke de La

have been an American woman, and
the chaffeur, plunged into a ravine on
the Naples road.

All the occupants
killed.

INDIANS ARE PAID
FOR THEIR LANDS

of the car were

Money Handed Over at Metlakahtla
on Behalf of the G. T. P.
Company

The Indians of Metlakahtla who have
lands surrounding Prince Rupert have
had $50,000 handed over to them on be-

half of the G. T. P. as part payment |

for-their interests in the lands, accord-
ing to a message from the north,

~The formal proceedings in connection
with the tramsaction took place on
June 17th., when Indian Agent Morrow
the cheque to Chief Council-
Metiakahtla.
The money is to be distributed among
the Indians over the age of 21. A simi-
lar. amount ig held in trust for the In-

{ dians.

The Indians celebrated the event by
a parade-and fire works.
was given .in the evening, when J.
Bacon, harbor engineer of the G. T. P.
Bishop Duvernet and Agent Morrow
were present., The money was distrib-
uted by cheques, pavable at the Bank
of Commerce, Prince Rupert. The bené-
ficiaries number two hundred. One
family receives $6,000. Bishop Duvernet
paid a high compliment to Agent Mor-
row for the wise provision made for
children.

The festivities continued on Tuesday
and wound up with a dance in the
evening.

The handing over of the money by the |

G. T. P. follows the negotiations which
took place between the officials of the
and: Premier McBirde at
Montreal. The final arrangements be-
tween the company and the local gov-
ernment will he mdde on Premier Mc-
Bride's return from London.

The deal with the Indians was carried
on by the late E. G. Russell on behalf

of the G. T. P. two years ago, and itz

was due in large measure to his efforts
that a most amicable settlement was
arrived at with the natives,

The handing over of the - purchase
money by the company is regarded as
establishing the fact that the satisfac-
tory arrangements have been entered
into between Frank W. Morse, repres-
enting the G. T. P., and Premier Mec-
Bride for the handing over to the rail-
way company of the Indian lands
necessary for townsite
Prinice Rupert.

VERDICT FOR DEFENDANTS.

Montreal, June 20.—The jury which
has been engaged for some days in
hearing the libel action of Pilton vs.
the Herald, has returned a verdict af-
ter a few minutes’ deliberation in fa-
vor of ithe Herald. ' The case had al-
ready been tried once before a jury
which disagreed, but the present jury|
found for the defendants,

purposes at

A banquet |

i
!

| might be able to give him

BLOODSHED IN
SOUTHERN FRANCE

——

THREE CIVILIANS
KILLED BY TROOPS

Nearly One Hundred Also Reported
to Have Been Wounded in
Fight at Narbonne.

Paris, June 20.—The brief dispatches
which reached Paris up to noon to-day
showed that the conflicts which have

| occurred in the wine district between

the troops and mobs were more san-
guinary than were at first reported.

At Narbonne three persons were killed
and a hundred soldlers and civilians,
including a score of women, are said
to have been wounded, a number of
them fatally. The troops, who were or-
dered to fire in the air, shot straight
at the mob besieging them in the court
yard of the prefecture. A whole army
corps has been put in motion to deal
with the rebellious wine growers.

The newspapers report another at-

{ tempt to burn the sub-Prefecture at

Narbonne. Gendarmes fired from the
upper story and the attackers fled. The
wine growers continue to pour into
Narbonne and threaten to set fire to
the hotel occupied by army officers.

In the chamber of deputies to-day,
after a tumultuous scene, during which
Premier Clemenceau was addressed in
insulting terms, an interpellation of
the government on/its repressive meas-
ures toward the wine growers was post-
poned until to-morrow. The premier
said he had no particular desire to re=
main in power.

Beaten by Mob.

Narbonne, June 21.—The conflict in
which the 139th Regiment: fired volleys
caused the worst possible impression.
The shooting appears to have been due
to the precepotancy of a non~commis-
sioned officer.and it is stated that the
commandant of the regiment was so
horror-stricken at the unfortunate af-
fair that he tore off his insignia of rank
in front of the men and later resigned
his commission, but this is not .con-
firmed. ’

Crowds stood all night mournfully
gazing at the pools of blood where the
dead and wounded fell. On the blood-
stained paving stones are chalked the
inscription: ‘“Here fell the victims of
the 139th, Clemenceau and Picquart.”

The funeral of the victims is fixed to
take place to-day and disturbances are
apprehended.

A police' commissary of Paris “who
was detached in special” duty at Nar-
bobne was captured by the mob and
horribly beaten. It is feared he will not
recover.

Rumor of Assassination.

Paris, June 21.—There are persistent
rumorsg that the prefect of the  de-
partment of Narbonne has been assas-
sirated.

Crisis Discussed.

Paris, June 21.—The cabinet held a
lengthy session last night, only break-
ing up at midnight. The erisis was
thoroughly discussed.

At 2°a. m, it was announced that
Premier Clemenceau received a mes-
sage from the Prefect at Narbonne
stating that order had been restored.

TACOMA TRAGEDY.

V/aiter Wounded Five Men and After-
wards Put a Bullet Through
His Head.

Tacoma, June 20.—Sidney L. Dundas,
proprietor ‘of the Nevada saloon on
Pacific avenue was shot last night and
fatally injured by William Jones, a
waliter, who, after shooting Gifford
Westcott, a chauffeur, turned the
weapon on himself, blowing his brains
out.

Dundas was struck just behind the
ear, the bullet penetrating the brain.
Westcott was hit in the leg, the bul-
let shattering the knee cap.

The shooting was due to jealousy and
strong drink on the part of Jones, pro-
voked, he declared, before the shoot-
ing. of himself, by the actions of his
wife, who has been a waitress at the
Donnelly hotel.

At the time of the shooting of Dun-
das, Jones seemed half insane,
caused, no doubt, by liquor. Jones
went into Dundas’ saloon' and asked
the proprietor to drink with him; which
Dundas did. Then Jones began to com-
plain of his wife’s behavior.

“I don’t know your wife,” ‘said Dun-
das, “and I don’'t want to hear a story
of your troubles.” g §

Jones k_ept mumbling ihat his wife
had gone for an automobile ride with
some man, and that he thought Dundas
some in-
formation about her. By this time
Dundas had gone into his office, in the
front of the saloon. As he was about
to seat himself at his desk he called out
to Jones: “Oh, you are drunk. Go tell
your troubles to a policeman.”

Quick as a flash Jones drew a re-
volver and flred. Dundas fell, fatally
wounded. Several persons in the
saloon sprang at Jones, Who flourished
his revolver and backed into the street,
shouting wildly. about his troubies.

A man on the sidewalk tried to stop
Jones gnd he fired at this man, but the
bullet went wild and struck West-
court who was standing by an auto-
mobile.

Running on down the street Jones
found people closing in around him.
Jones suddenly turned the weapon on
himself, putting a bullet into his head,
and staggering back into the entrance
of the Berlin building he fell dead.

BUBONIC PLAGUE.

Reported Outbreak Among Japanese on
Steamer at Salina Cruz.

_proposition has been_formed by

Mexico City, June 20.—According to|
a report, 1,000 Japanese, who reached |
Sallna Cruz June 16th, have been for-{
bidden to land, owing to bubonic plague |
which is said to exist among them. The !
men are laborers sent here to work mi

the coal mines in Coahuilla.

THE LIMITATION
OF ARMAMENTS

WILL BE BROUGHT UP
AT PEACE CONFERENCE

United States Delegate Reserves
Right to Introduce Subject--
Committees at Work

The Hague, Holland, June 20.—The
various delegations to the peace con-
ference met to-day and selected mem-
bers to be assigned to the four general
commissions created yesterday. As in
many instances, especially in the case
of the smaller delegations, the same
members will be assigned to two or
more committees, and it will be neces-
sary for the committee to assemble on
different days. The real work of the
conference will be done in committees.

A month 1s expected to elapse before
the third plenary sitting, as the plan
is to have the committee work well ad-
vanced before another full conference
This was the procedure. in 1899, when
there was a period of twenty-eight days
between the appointment of the first
report.

The second day’s session of the peace
conference yesterday lasted only an
hour. Publicity for future plenary ses-
slons was unanimously adopted.

Baron Marshal von Bieberstein, of
Germany, submitted a proposition for
the creation of ' an ‘international prize
court for the settlement of difficulties
arising from the judgments of local
prize courts., This was referred to a
committee. Great Britain and the
United States supported the proposi-
tion. The remainder of the session was
perfunctory.

The surprise of the second session
was the formal reservation by Gen.
Horace Porter, on behalf of the United
States, of the right to present the ques-
tion of limitation of armaments. To-
gether with this, he also reserved the
right to introduce the subject of the
collection of contractual debts by force.

While this regervation was made quite
naturally, in accordance with a notice
served on Russia during the prelim-
inary negotiations last spring, and in
order that silence now might not be
construed as acgpiesence in the re-
striction of the work of the conference
to the limits of the Russian programme,
it is believed to indicate a firm resolve
on ‘the part of the Washington govern-
ment, after seeing the trend of the sit-
uation here, to raise the question later
If it becomes apparent that the sub-
Ject is going by default.

It can be stated positively that no
the
American delegates, but this action has
renewed hopes that the United States
would bring up the question of the lim-
itation of armaments.

M. Nelidoff has received a petition
from committees of Armenian and Al-
banian organizations praying that the
conference consider some measure for
alleviating the deplorable position .of
these people. Similar petitions -are
pouring in on the conference from all
over the world. Petitions are filed with
the secretary and are ‘acknowledged
with the notification that the confer-
ence could not occupy itself with mat-
ters not presented by delegates.

PREPARATIONS TO
RECEIVE THE PRINCE

The Japanese Envoy Will Be Suit-
ably Welcomed on His Arrival
Here.

Active preparations have been com-
menced for the reception of H. I. H.
Prince Fushimi. To-day the
frontage of James Bay is being decor-
ated with bunting, and to-morrow the
C. P. R. wharf will be similarily adorn-
ed. The parliamegt buildings will not
be illuminated. .

Electric illuminations are now being
installed on the frontage of the Em-
press hotel and the new palatial build-
ing, which will be also profusely dec-
orated with flags will, when complete,
present a pretty picture.

On Sunday the prince will be von-
veyed to this port on board the Prin-
cess Victoria. The C. P. R. steamer
will make a special trip, leaving Van-
couver at 1.30 p. m. No ordinary pas-
sengers will be carried, and those on
board ' besides the ship’s complement
will only be H. I. H. and his suite. The
vessel is due to arrive here at 5.30 p.m.

The steamer Charmer will also make
a special trip on Sunday for the pur-
pose of conveying the ordinary pas-
sengers from Vancouver to this port.
She leaves the Terminal City at 1 p.m.

A guard of honor, composed of the
Fifth Regiment, will be drawn up on
the C. P. R. wharf and the prince will
be welcomed to Victoria by Lieut-Gov-
ernor Dunsmuir, with whom he will
drive to Government house. The en-
tire Japanese colony of this city will
also be in attendance at the wharf and
will present a bouquet to the distin-
guished visitor.

On his way to Government house the
carriage containing the prince will pass
through an arch which is at present In
ocurse of erection on Yates street. This
is being constructed by the Japanese
colony, and when complete will be com-
posed of evergreens and varl-colored
flowers, and at night time {lluminated
by electricity.

ADVANTAGE OF AN OVERCOAT.

When a man threw himself into the sea
from the north pier at Blackpool, his
overcoat opened out like a parachute dur-
ing his fall of thirty feet and kept him
afloat until he was rescued.

Syrian tobacco has less nicotine than
any other; Virginian has most, the per-
centage in the latter rising to 7 per ceht.
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ALBERTA' RANCHER

KILLED AT RACES

 CRUSHED TO DEATH IN

CROWD ON TRACK

lToronlo is Short of Water---Two

Lives Lost By Capsizing
of Boat.

Calgary, Alta.. June 20.—James Ross, a
rancher, was killed at the Cochrane races
vesterday. The crowd rushed on the
course when the cowpunchers’ race was
on, and Ross and a man named Burke
were knocked down. Ross was taken to a
hospital, and died two hours later.

Scarcity of Water.

Toronto, June 21.—The completion of the
new water tunnel across the bay cannot
bz made . any too soon. The tone of
Waterworks Engineer Fellowes  this
morning in discussing the water supply
situation was by no means encouraging.
At the present time there is only 10 feet
of water in the.reservoir, when there
should be between 18 and 20 feet. As a
result of this residents in the northwest-
ern part of the city are complaining about
the low pressiite, and are anxious to know
when there will be any improvement.
“We are pumping all we can pump now,’”
said Engineer Fellowes, ‘‘and I cannot
give any assurance of improvement itill
the new tunnel is completed.”

Postmaster Sued.

Montreal, June 21.—A novel suit was in-
stituted in the Superior court here yes-
terday at the Instance of Postmaster-
General Lemieux, the action being taken
against Frederic Courtemanche, the post-
master at Chambly Canton, to recover
$1,000, being the amount of a deposit now
missing, which was supposed to have been
sent through the mails, and $1,000 addi-
tional in the way of a penalty, as provid-
ed by the statutes covering the postal
service. On March 156th Charles Girard,
of Chambly Canton, placed $1,000 in the
hands of the local postmaster to be de-
posited in the P..O. savings bank. Courte-
manche forwarded the usual report to the
government, and claims to-have sent the
deposit with it, but when the envelopas
was opened in Ottawa the money was
found to be missing. The postmaster-
general now takes action to obtain double
the amount,

Two Lives Lost.

Charlottetown, P. E. I, June 20.—A
drowning accident occurred at St
George's, in King’s County, on Sunday.
Three daughters of Michael McDougald
went out with a hired boy in a flat-bot-
tomed punt for a row on the river, and
the boat was ‘upset. The younger girl,
twelve years old, managed to cling to the
boat, and grasped her eldest sister, aged
twenty-two years, and at the same time
had presence of mind enough to signal for
bhelp. “Béfore ‘help  came, Justiss, aged
twenty years, and the hired boy were
drowned. 2

Attempt to Wreck Train.

Calgary, June 2).—Canadian Puacific
railway detectives are investigating what
is believed to have been a deliberate at-
tempt to wreck the westbound passenger
train near Maple Creek, last Saturday. A
rail was thrown across the track, but the
only damage done was to ditch a-freight
train of seven loaded lumber cars.-:The
cars were badly smashed and traffic was
blocked. A temporary track had to be
built to let the Hast and West passenger
trains through. No one was injured.

Murderer Insane.

Montreal, June 20.—William Thomas
Simpson, the man charged with the mur-
der of his two infant children at Hudson
Heights, has been declared insane and
will be sent to a lunatic asylum. The
medical report drawn up by Dr. Ville-
neuve, superintendent of Longue Pointe
insane asylum, regarding Simpson’s men-
tal condition, was submitted to Judge
Choquet, the report declaring Simpson to
be insane.

ESQUIMALT FERRY.

Colwood People Want Connection by
Water With Victoria.

An active movement is on foot in re-
gard to. the establishment of a ferry
service between Victoria and the farm-
ing communities in the Colwood and
Esquimalt districts.

If this project can be successfully
carried out it will bring the residents of
these outlying localities. into closer
touch with the city and will be of great
advantage also to tourists and residents
of Victoria who desire to take a pleas-
ure trip across the harbor and visit
the charming suburban districts along
the shores of the Royal Roads. It
would also shorten the distance between
Colwood and Victoria by about 5 mfles.
It was. expected that the provincial
government would have given _some
slight assistance to the enterprise as
there are about twenty ferries on the
Mainland subsidized by the govern-
ment.

The Tourist Association brought the
matter to the attention of the lecal
government but like every other re-
guest that concerned this city and dis-
trict, the representations were ignored
and no assistance was granted not-
withstanding that at the recent ses-
slon' of the legislature over $20,000 was
voted for similar objects on the Main-
jand and several new ferries are being
constructed and put in operation, the
entire cost being borme by the govern-
ment. J. Jardine, M. P. P. and others
are working energetically on the pro-
ject and it is earnestly hoped their ef-
forts will meet with success.

Recently a petition signed by about
400 persons was laid before the govern-
ment by Mr. Jardine, but, while the
members of the government expressed
themselves as favorably inclined to the
scheme the absence of funds was
urged against carrying it out.

The ferry, it is pointed out by resi-
dents of the farming district opposite
Esquimalt, would be the means of giv-
ing- these people an opportunity to dis-
pose of produce in the city to advan-
tage.

The first sunshine recorder was Camp-
bell’s invented in the year 1853. It con-
sists of a ball of glass—in fact, a burning
glass, so that the sun burns its own re-
cord on a curved piece of cardboard
placed below the ball.

The spotted swordfish of the Indian
oocean has a huge, sail-like dorsal fin, and
actually uses this as a sail, scudding be-
fore the wind at a fine pace.
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