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L0 OETECTI
STORY OF JAPWN

Stone God Aurested ;nd Brought
Into Court

!
|
Tried as Accomplice—But Finally |
\ mdicated Himself as a Party’
to | hett—An Ancient Folk Tale

It has been pointed out that the de-

ective story is as old as the hills and | |

hat certain of the “Arabian Nights” | | ces
‘orecast “The Murders in the Rue! !

Morgue” and “A Study in Scarlet” by | | al( < 2

. thousand years or more. No beth:rl[ 4 M e MOSt SeHSIble Glfts

sroof of the antiquity of the detective |
itory can be found than that offered by |
‘eudal Japan, which produged the tale |
»f the arrest of the stone god Jizo- ‘

In this folk story of ancient Yedo the]
1ero detective moves with all the seem-
ng indirection of Lecoq and Dupin and |
Sherlock Holmes his marvels to per-
‘orm. O-oka was he, mayor of Yedo
inder the eighth Shogun and holder of |
‘he high justice and‘the law over all the
nerchants of Tokugawa’s capital. !

One day a servant employed by al
sroprietor of a big shop  near Japan |
3ridge in Yedo was sent with a heavy
sack of valuable cotton goods on his
sack to a dyer in Honjo district. When
‘he store’s messenger reached Yokogawa |
itreet he was ready to seek rest. What '
nore safe invitation could -have offered |
‘han the little grove of trees ‘set about !
he stone statue of the god Jizo, the!
yatron saint of travelers and defenceless
vomen and children? i

The somnolent porter awoke from a
1ap to find that his employer’s cotton
vad disappeared. In great distress he
vent to the storekeeper and confessed
hat he had slept and that a robber had
nade off with the goods during his
Jumber. The master would not believe
\is story, saying that it would have been
mpossible for a robber to make off
vith so large a.bundle in broad day-
ight. Unless the porter should pay for
he lost goods he would have to go to
yrison, said the master. In despair the
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sorter took counsel of Mayor O-oka.
“You are certainly to blame for hav-

——

ng fallen asleep,” said the mayor, “but ,
lizo is equally to blame, for he is a god
yound to protect everyone who trusts
Jim, and this time he has betrayed you.

Even_ though Jizo is a Buddha, I cannot
pardon him for his neglect of duty. I
,will have him arrested and brought be-
i fore me for trial.”

So O-oka gave immediate orders to
8 | his court officers to go and arrest Jizo
i of Yokogawa street and bring him be-
i fore the mayor’s seat for trial. Three
i of the officers departed on their mission.
They first bound the arms of the stone
| god with coils of rope; then they tried
ito lift him from his firm pedestal into

B <Takes the Wet out of”Rain” '? cart}-‘ 3\ greati :crouv;dbass:hmbled beai
§ The i | fore the Jizo, attr: y the unusu

“Twenty Togengmm,?g | behavior of the court officers. When they

a%mtﬁ: D ter ol tho were told that Jizo must go before the

the citizens of Yoko-

|
1mayor for trial,
the neighborhood of

me.
specially sdapted for
gawa street and

i R
fiiehed wimcordypoylined :H")Il‘lgo zall—:elefd. the god
cotlar. asten 5 e task of unseating the was
b Tust- .
! ;?55%::1'%::0: !too much for the three officers, and
B e e 5, coat, | they sought aid of those standing about.
“%mnmsx}'e simple Wo | They promised that in return for as-
Bglr.xs.mcuon Guaran! sistance they would admit all volunteer
which ‘m%qh“w i workers into the courtroom to witness
| garmen! B 3%k it {the extraordinary trial. Hundreds were
reason fafls to 4o its ALy
duty. _ Ask your dealer. ‘spurred by cumiosity to lend a hand, and
TOWER cm‘“}.‘-"},m when the stone god went through the
" Vancouver | streets strapped to a cart like any of-

fender the crowd grew. It filled the
great hall of justice when Jizo was lift-
led in and propped up before the plat-
i form upon which sat the mayor, O-oka
| addressed the god in stern terms:

| “You are a negligent fool, O Jizo!”
he exclaimed in a voice loud enough

[}

for all to hear. “You are supposed to
protect every one who believes in you
and who renders tribute, ‘yet this trust-
ing porter here made a prayer to you,
then fell asleep at your feet, and he was
robbed while he slept. You stand ac-
cused of being an accomplice in this
robbery. Have you anything to say for
yourself before I pass sentence?”

Mayor O-oka waited for a few mo-
ments as if expecting the stony lips of
Jizo to open in reply, but when no ans-
wer was returned by the god he passed
sentence immediately.

“Since you do not defend yourself I
consider that you are guilty,” said his
honor, “and I shall imprison you.”

At this remarkable spectacle of a
mayor passing sentence upon a stone
god there was a titter of laughter. 0O-oka
thundered in a voice of brasst

“Who are all these people standing
about here?’ he inquired of his court
officers. ‘“Are they
or only plain thieves? They think thi
court is a penny show and they laugh
at the court’s orders. Shut all the gates
at once.”

The frightened attendants hastened
to shut the gates of the court room.
Then Mayor O-oka adjudged every man
in the great crowd in contempt of court
and fined each of them one tam (a ki-
mono length) of cotton cloth. The hun-
dreds thus suddenly found in contempt
were happy that their punishment had
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accomplices of Jizo

152

been so light- at least, and under bond
they hurried to their homes to bring
back the cloth fine. Before the day was

done 700 pieces of cotton cloth had been
presented’ ‘before mayor’s court, the
names of each culprit being set down

‘| stained afd drijging with oil, and the
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THOUGHT RICH OIL |
VEIN WAS STRUCK

Geologists, Scientists and Other |

Humornist

London, Sept. 18—A fifteen year.old
servant girl has been perpetrating a Jjoke

attention of English geologists, scientists
and experts, and leading London news-
papers have devoted columns to describ-
ing and attempting to _elucidate the!
“mystery,” for which this girl now has |
proved responsible. !
Many people have paid a visit to. the
rectory of Swanton Royers, in Norfo}k,
to see oil from an unknown sourcc drip-
ving from its ceilings. On reporter who
deseribed his visit to the rectory, wrote:
“It is bare.of furniture and smells like
= motor works. Every room in the house
except the bathroom has yielded its gal-
lon or more of pure oil. Ceilings are

soil beneath the scullery floor, which has
been dug up for experimental purposes,
is saturated with it.”

The liquid which
ings included gasoline,

oozed from the ceil-
paraffin, methy-

upon the tan of cotton cloth which " he
presented.

Before he would allow the 700 to g0,
however, O-oka retired with the porter
who had been robbed to an inner cham-
ber and he asked the porter to look over
the 700 pieces of cloth and see if he
could identify any of them as having
been once in the pack he had carried-
Since every manufacturer of cotton cloth
in Yedo always marked the selvage of
each strip with a little red trade-mark
stamp the porter searched the edges of
many strips of cloth for a stamp similar,
to that borne upon the cloth of which
he had been robbed. He found that two
of the pieces of cloth brought to pay the
mayors fine bore the stamp of his plun-
dered pack. Instantly Mayor 0O-oka or-
dered ‘the arrest of the two men who
had brought this cloth; they' confessed
to the robbery, and all the cloth they
had taken from the sleeping porter’s
pack was restored to him.

All the other pieces of cloth taken in
toll by the mayor were restored to their
owners, and all but the two guilty
members of the crowd which had at-
tended the trial of Jizo were released.
Then Jizo, the stone god, was put on
a cart, wreathed with the evergreen pine
and the bamboo, symbols of long life
and prosperity, and he was carried back
to his ‘pedestal in Yokowaga street at
the head of a triumphal procession. Jizo
had vindicated himself, and Mayor O-

oka, the wise, sat more firmly than ever
Iin his seat of power.
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lated spirits, sandalwood oil, water, and vestigation.
a mixture of all All sorts of theories
were advanced to account for the drip-
pings. One was that the house was over
a sunken oil well; another that the oil [Sure enough salt
was finding its way from a government | from the ceiling.

storage reservoir three miles away, and [tho serzant girl and finally
it was even suggested that there was
something phychical about it all. Oil ex-
perts, analysts, geologists and spiritual-
ists, were alike all* baffled, and finally =
well known illusionist took up the in-

the house was cut off and all

moved except several

feeling any too

At his suggestion thé water supply of

liquids re-

pails of salt water.

water begen to drip
Watch was kept on

she was

‘caught in the act of splashing water og
the ceiling. There are now many
ed men going about feeling rather
and London newspaper editors are
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HAVING in swaying, jerking Pullmans
has taught the travelling man the
value of “‘safety first” and so he uses

{ an AutoStrop Razor.

Wherever he goes he enjoys the comforting
sense of cleanliness that follows the cool,
satiny shave such as only a stropped blade
can give.

.

Stropping saves his blades and keeps them
in perfect condition. He is never at a loss
for a keen blade for he always has one. This
and the fact that the AutoStrop Razor
sharpens its own blades and doesn’t
need to be taken apart for cleaning
has lead thousands of travelling men
everywhere to speak highly of the
AutoStrop Razor to their friends.

Any dealer will sell you an AutoStrop

Razor, strop and 12 blades complete

i:l‘ $5.00, on a come-back money-back
asis.

AUTOSTROP SAFETY RAZOR CO,, Limited
AutoStrop Building, Toronto, Canada

SafetyRazor

-
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Razor fortheRoad . |
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