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and wo might have believed that some of them approached tho buttery lusciousncs* of our 
modern jsihiii, did not Pliny pithily add, most unfortunately for their reputation ; “ all pear* 
whatsoever are but a heavy moat, unloaa they are well boiled or baked."

In |*>rtimm of Europe; Woatcrn Asia, and China, the pear grow* wild, in company with 
the apple, in hedges and waste places. In its wild state, it is one of the moat astringent of 
ill hulls, and when eaten seizes the throat, with a most unmerciful grip. The pear tree 
il nota native of America, but has been brought here by foreign agency. The French lluge- 
notn in their native home* paid much attention to tho cultivation and improvement of the 
pear, and when exiled from their country, they carried with them the seeds of some of their 
choicest varieties, and planted them around their new homes. When some of these persecuted 
people were led to cross the ocean, to seek in the new world that religious liberty, which was 
denied to them in the old ; they brought, their favourite pear seeds here with them, as is shown 
liy die number of iiged trees, in the immediate neighbourhood of their first settlements ; particu­
larly on Long Island, and at New Hochelle, also in Michigan, and Illinois, and from thence 
they were disseminated over other portions of tho country.

The pear tree is celebrated for its longevity. There are several in Europe known to be 
_ near 4011 yuar* old. Tho Htuvoysant pear tree which was destroyed in New York City in 
I 1807, was originally planted by the old Governor of tho Dutch colony there, more than 
■ joo years ago, on what was then his farm, but which is now a thickly built portion of the
I <%.

Downing states, that one of the most remarkable pear trees for growth and productive- 
I ne** In this country, is to In) found about ton miles north of Vincennes, in Illinois. It is 
I not believed to be more than 10 years old, but tho girth of its trunk one foot above the ground 
I is twelve foot, and lit nine feet from the ground.it is six and a half feet, and its branches 
Intend over an area ninety four feet in diameter. In 18."t4 it yielded one hundred and eighty- 
I lour bushels of pears, and in 1810, it yielded one hundred and forty bushels. The fruit is 
I tolerably largo and of lair flavour.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, many excellent varieties of pears were brought into 
■ notice, hut tho highest points of pear excellence, were not reached until within the last fifty 
1er sixty years, during w hich period the better sorts have been subjected to a process of con- 
Etinual improvement, by crossing and selection, until now there remains hut little to be desired, 
E in relation to the perfection of tli is fruit. It is undeniably tho favourite production of 
■modern times and modern cultivators.

There is one peculiarity in reference to this fruit which should always bo borne in mind ; 
■that is, timt it should enter be allowed to ripen fully on the tree, but gathered a week er 
■ten days before maturity, and ripened in the house, as In this way it. attains a much higher 
■mil liner flavour, ns well as a more buttery texture, and rich juiciness. Want of attention to 

this (mint, lias led some pear growers to speak disparagingly of varieties which are highly 
earning.

Many excellent pears have originated in this country, chiefly from chance seedlings, 
bile many others of equal importance have been imported from Europe. The Bartlett, 
tobably now tho most popular, and best known of all pears, is an English variety, known at 
ionic as Williams’ Bonehretien. It originated about. 1770 in Berkshire, and was afterwards 
iropagated by a London grower, named Williams. When first introduced into this country, 
ts name was lost, mid having been chiefly cultivated and disseminated by Enoch Bartlett, of 

hester, near Boston, Mass., it became so universally known us the Bartlett pear, that it is 
npossihle to alter it now. The climate of this country suits it admirably, the tree grows 
tell, and the fruit has a finer flavour here, than it has in England.

The Duchess d’Angoulemo, is a magnificent dessert pear, very large, sometimes weighing 
pound or more, and of tine quidity. This is also a European sort, and is said to be a natural 
L-dliug found in a forest hedge near Angers. '

The Seekel, the standard of excellence among pears, and without doubt the most exqui- 
tclv flavoured variety known, is of American birth ; and had its origin on the farm of a Mr. 
ckel, about four miles from Philadelphia. The original tree is still living, and continues 
bear fair crops of fruit.

Clapp's Favourite, a very fine variety reocutly introduced, is also of Americau growth, 
wing been raised from seed by the late Thaddeus Clapp, of Dorchester, Mass. Although 
1‘ jet very widely disseminated, it has been awarded on several occasions the highest


