s the Canadiang and the house of representatives in that of the United| | -
A * States. The imperial legislative functions are vested jointly in the ‘
Reichstag, and in the Bundesrat, which represents the individual -
1 states of the German Empire, and comprises 61 delegates appointed e
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; On Friday of this week, Jan. 12, the Géémﬁi';-ﬁmpire will elect
a new Reichstag of 37 members. It Sccupies the same position in |
the German political economy that the house of commons does. in

by the governmenits of the states for each session. Its fynctions are S
chiefly those of a confirming body, tho it has the right to reject meas-| | .

ures passed by the Reichstag, and has besides a limited initiatory| | -
power which it occasionally exercises. Members of the Bundesrat
have the right to speak in the Reichstag on any question in which| [
the state they represent is directly interested. The latter body is{ -

elected by universal suffrage and bgl)at for a term of five years, and
of its 397mem17et%,3236 are elected from Prussia, 48 from Bavaria,
23 Saxony, and the remainder the other states in equal proportion, '
ranging from 1 to 17. Members are paid an allowance of $750 per
session, with a deduction of $5 for each day’s absence.

The last Reichstag was elected in Jariuary,:gpj, and at its !ﬁ%g_t—
ing the strength of the parties and the number of votes recorded for

each party was as follows :—

supposed to contain, roughly, 100,000 inhabitants each, there has
been a very large migration of the rural population into the cities
nd towns. No redistribution, however, has been made, and there
b‘ ow a great disparity between the value of a rural and an urban
For example, Berlin was originally allotted 6 members, based

ort’its population of 600,000 in 1871. The population within the city

~

ate.

- limits is now 2,000,000, while its membership remains unchanged.

The nine genera’ny recognized parties assumed their present|
shape in 1887 when they settled down to definite programs of policy.
Certain of them usually act together—others retain a more indepen-
dent attitude. Acting with the straight Conservatives are the' Im-
perial Party and the Anti-Semites, described as Agrarians, Pro-
tectionists and Reactionaries in every sense of these words and they.
stand together on all matters concerning national defence. In 1887
their combined strength in the Reichstag was 122 seats—the lowest
place they have occupied was in 1903 with 9o seats. In 1907 they
were 112 strong and polled their best aggregate of 2,050,000 votes.
The Centre or Clerical Party represents the interests of the Roman
Catholic Church and this directs its policy. Their membership since

———y
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bility increases
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~ Why this cry §
pick -4 successor W
out My Policies?
-Bat Taft—it
to make good. He ap
did ‘dims and resolve
¥:sway the na
- Hence'it is that
to the occupant of the
look. - The American peopl
Does, Things and no man '
filled the expectations, of
* Roosevelt. bt

‘The Conservative
Thefe was nothing uncertain

elections in the Province of Prinee
land on Wednesday except the size

and with
ndidate of

/ it ahd occupation
the young“idea. But it also fosters thoughts

breeds the spirit of do and dare.

Some |

It must be remembered, however, th;
can be advanced against everything under
on the earth, or in the waters below the
‘and with some show of justification. .

aven
eart

-summer; there is much in the s
the cadets and scouts individually and
ly.  Whether parents and heads of

have equal.cause to be pleased cann
told and must be left to follow th
are not men, and it is a question whe

‘afore-referred to military and aggressive spirit.

lven the scout movement has not been without
harm, popular as it has proved. Boys previ-
y good have learned bad habits. In some
8 health has suffered. But such things must
as d”ear old Kaspar puts it, “in every f

i
.

for
- of
war, thoughts of combat, thoughts of strife, and

Regarding the forty-thousand-strong military
splen-| camps for the lads of the country that the Minis- '
ter of Militia proposes to hold durin - the comjing at

stion to delight a5

ing such hosts together a percentage of harm as

well as a percentage of good will not accrue. On ov
the whole, to the majority, it is probable it will JSeclety.” A
prove an enjoyable outing. But, if to.any con-
siderable proportion evil in some shape or form"
results the proposition will be open to severe criti- %@w
| cism. The one objection arged by advocates 6f ing or other :
| peace at any price will be the ificulcation-of the 'g."«‘ oF Uther

Next come the Radical sections which united in 1907 and in-| to be verging on collapse.

T creased their representation from 36 to 50, polling in that year
1,311,000 votes. They are described as possessing an admirable pro-
gram, as far as it goes, but to be without energy, doctrinaire rath-

session.

_The Sifton government in Alberta is beli
It contains the s
of disintegration, and it may not survive another|
With the: Conservatives in control af !,
federal affairs the forces that held the Liberal]

i B er than practical and with little of the inspiration, the initiative or| gOVernments .‘gogcthe.gcmbtlhe t;v’o ’t’;“’ provmcf:cs:

HiE the’ creative power associated with British Radicalism. German| Nave weakened considerably. II's the season for

{8 Radicals are said to ‘suffer from the lack of a great leader, a con- .Conservagv.e 'rcjmf‘:ng. i ok doe ik (¥

EHE L structive statesman who can influence the Reichstag or the govern-| 17 Great Britain. fHOrOYSr s Bous. due there o8
K ment in favor of Liberal legislation. Still further to the left of the

fap 4 house sit the Socialists who now again command the attention not
! of Germany only,'but of the whole civilized world. The one ques-
tion being asked is what additional voting force this election will
bring them. The growth of German Socialism has been the leading
feature in recent European history. To the first Rcichsta& only one,

€ : 8,0 . ’
Our Exhibition Buildings
The management of the Canadian National
Exhibition have issued a handsome little brochure'
giving Earl Grey’s speech at the opening of the

Bl ;_, 1887 has|steadily remained at about 100, altho the number of voters| vative majority. The Liberal op sition

Ll has increased from 1,516,000 in 1887 to 2,145,000 in 1907. From its d““%ht”i’:“l’°n$°i‘:’°z:§cct e ﬁmbﬂ‘

g i . I gy iy < ala o .

LB character the Centre Party is not }1kel}:_ maten'ally to diminish or vinces is now with the Conservatives.

i increase. On the other hand the National Liberals that in the Scotia, of tue three Maritime Provinces,

j ib early years of the Reichstag constituted nearly half the house have| held by the Liberals, and that party is al?,

ie now only a remnant of their original importance. Their Liberalism ly. entrersxchle(d lc; Quebec ;dWRIl; t:VO weste ]
e inti : .| vinces, Saskatchewan an Iberta, are e Wi
| ? is of a shadowy description and appears to offer little that can se Liberal. The Conservatives hold the othies "ﬁ 4

g | it popdisr e provinces of the Dominion.

And look at the trend

Socialist was returned and in subsequent parliaments the numbers |
were in their order 19, 12, 9, 12, 24, 11, 35, 44, 56, 81, 43. The drop |
from 81 in 1903 to 43 in 1907 resulted from a combination of the other
parties against the Socialists—after 1907 other 1o seats were cap-|
tured, making their strength at the dissolution 53. But the increases
in voting strength are more significant than the representation. In'
1871 the Socialist Party received 102,000 votes, by 1874 they had
risen to 352,000 and three years later to nearly 500,000. Ther came:
hostile government action causing a recession to 424,000 in 1878
and to 312,000 in 1881. The tide turned again with 550,000 in 188
rising three years later to 763.000. At the election of 1890 came th

tremendous spurt to 1,427,000; in 1893 it rose to 1.787.000; the se-
cond million was topped in 1898 and in 1903 the third million.

Will the election of January 12 see the fourth million?

Ob-

servers on the spot do not consider it unlikely and if that figure is
reached the Socialists’ vote will be almost double that of the com-
bined Conservative parties and equal to that of the combined Con-

servatives and Clericals.

It is the unequal distribution of consti-

tuencies that alone prevents the Socialist Party from holding at

least a third of the Reichstag representation.

As matters stand the

Socialists confidently expect to increase the number of their mem-
bership to 100, thus placing them on a practical equality with the
Clerical Party. There can be no question that the government re-

gard the prospect with

of electing members to

h disquietude and it will render the Prussian
Government less inclined than ever to modify the indi

rect system
the chamber of deputies which

enables the|

landed proprietors and men of wealth to secure an absolute major-

ity in the chamber,

L
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last exhibition.- If that speech had been delivered
at any other time than when. the hubbub of To-
ronto’s big festival is on, there are several things
in it that would have attracted more attention
| than they have. Earl Grey has a tremenddusly
. practical-side and therein lies snuch of the cause
for the admiration that is higZ People of to-day

be made’of the art building, the women’s build-
ing, the school exhibits building and the: patural .
history building. “It seems a pity,” says his lords
ship, “that these buildings which ‘belong to the
city, should be in commission only for one fort-
night in the year instead of being the pernianent
university of the people.” 2

The earl is.right:. it is a pity not c;uly

the buildings mentioned, but that all the two mile].
lion dollars’ worth of structures, should bé closed | p:

to public usefulness for eleven months and two.
weeks in each and every year. e

A large hall for the conventions, horse and

| shows, promenade concerts and so on, was prom-
! ised long ago. Altho hundreds ‘of thousands of | .

cattle shows, indoor sports, flower shows, dog

have passed the spread-eagle period and delight|
in common-sense: 7 |\  / : 4

Among other suggestions made by Earl Grey|
is one to the effect that permanent -use 'shouldi,‘

R

> 1 .
is thus a question whether'in the ggre-
onel Sam Hughes’ intention will prove
or not. It is probable that a consensus
m will be in its favor. Still other points
must not be aoverlooked, and it is more

objection to excess’ of -militarism will
al authority in order to he with their
a certainty games will be played and
. among them it is to be hoped, the
hobby, lacrosse, altho his worthy
L., has not shown that energy in
ptional pastime that might have been
idering the prominent part he took
ime in his student and earlier teach-

ing y the incdlcation of the spirit of the
true s goes hand-in-hand with instruction

ili hics and requirements there can be
little ob to the colonel’s “warlike” move-
ment same it is a mattér for afgunent

e amount of money that will ne-
expended could not be put to a better
€ more in accordance with the nation- |
and national characteristics,

a 4

.. The Hydro Lights

It is satisfactory to note that Toronto’s Hy-
dro-Electric department has received instructions
from ratepayers to go zhead and complete the
VS Demands are arising from several sec” .
or new styles. of poles and globes, and these |
very well be encouraged. For instance,:
and other high-class residential sec-,
ate the burying of the wires and the
pn of ornamental poles and clusters, i
ventually Toronto must grapple with the
roblem of burying all wires. There must be an
end to the disfigurement of the landscape with"
unsightly poles and wires, and a beginning might
well be made in the better residential sections, i
In a year or two Toronto will be one of the

dollars have been expended on buildings since |
then, the hall has not only not been forthcoming, l
but it appears further away than' ever,

A

- best-lighted cities on the continent.

The Hydro|
lights have fulfilled the expectations of the pub-
lic as well as of Hon. Adam Beck and those as- -
sociated with him in this splendid project, t
whom we must continue to give full credit.
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j soul Is potentially divine. The goal
i is to 'manifest this divinity within,
and in-
Do this > ‘:lther by workl or
; worship, or psyc control, or philo-: gne fted.
sophy, by one, or more or all of these i the sheet over
—and be free, This is the ‘whole of
or
. rituals,*cr bonks, or temples, or formg, |-

; controlling nature, external
' ternal.

religion.  Doctrifie, or dogmas,

. are but secondary details.”
|
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And there is the ideal implied in th

wonderful prayer of a~great mystic:

“If there be in Thy Eternity - befor
Thee, some One Body,

tribe, not a party, but one that in

sympathies in common with all, offér

sacrifices of thanksgiving for all, and

communicates blessing to“all, then

pray, if it seem good in Thy sight, that
I may be associated with that Body.
-Or, if there he a people made up of the
innocent and reddemed of all planets
systems and their heayens, who being
nefther shut up in the limit of self-love,
nor in the individuality of any one
héaven, but who, heartily loving the
whole outborn \ vatriety of Thy Love
and Fulness, desire to include the
utmost diversity of genius and charac-
ter in their unity, then I desire and

pray in submission to Thy Hecely Will

that I may be qualiffed for admission
amongst that central, al-related, all-
embracing people. Or, if it be rather
for Thy glory. and for the good of all,
| that I be kept watching daily at the
gates, and waliting at the posts of the
doors of the least 2nd outermost man-
sion of Thy Eternal House, then my
ounly prayer is, Father; Thy will be my

heaver. Amen.” ’

Religion has
Besant as God’s answer
search after Himself.

alms grow together and have a

erisis in human evolution that the

great question is put once more, and:the Granth, is an object of reve
more or less definitely answered. While: to him. For steadiness and rel

their questions in the west there

to be a shaking of dry bones in India
It was out of that movement that we
now have the Sikh natlon, whose re-
lations with Canada and the _empire
have recently been empbaslzeﬂ. The
name Sikh (prcnounced Seek) means
the strength of the
early movement lay in the relation of
the disciple to the Guru or spiritual
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ask. But men of ilke minds and like | D8 ‘Dermanent occupation. Chri#

com- ]
mon quest in the world together, 1nd!,t,h° first initiation of baptism
thus it comes about in one country or: 'Christ’s faithful soldier and
another, or in several at the sarme |until life’s end.” The Sikh sold!

. '.‘. ’
o
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and the body had disappeared.
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According to Sikh psychole
coul is a scintilla of ‘the divine
an immortal essence emana
* the Absolute iteelf. “It is the
® object of the individual soul |
united with the fountain of
which -it has emanated, and
absorbed in it. As long as it
= reached this goal it is unhappy,
separated from its Source,
1 Preme.” What hinders the tul
the soul to the eternal founts
light? The answer is that durin
union with the body, the soul ha
come imvoure, and subject to
nation, the coming.and .going.
was ever proclaiming ‘that the
is under the dominion of sin,
he came to rhow mankind the
salvation. He said that the only!
of obtaining final emancipation
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will not forget their own dedicatit

before handling his sword. H

fervour the S8ikh soldiefy have
no parallel since Cromwell’s
sides.” “On the fatal fleld of Chil
walla, which patriotiem prefers {0
a2 drawn battle, the British lost
chrs and men, besides for)r g

e colors of three regiments”’
Goug retrieved this loss of prest
Gujurat, and henceforth the
wag a Britich nravinee, and thi
the loyalest of British sub:




