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lowered between the world and the lovers ; yet even thisveu turned out not altogether impenetrable.
He-it would be convenient to caU him Monsieur

George to the end-shared with DoiSa Rita her perfect de-
tachment from aU mundane affairs ; but he had to maketwo short visits to Marseilles. The first was promptedby his loyal affection for Dominic He wanted to dis-
cover what had happened or was happening to Dominic
and to find out whether he could do something for that
man. But Dominic was not the sort of person for whom
one can do much. Monsieur George did not even seemm. It looked uncommonly as if Dominic's heart were
broken. Monsieur George remained concealed for twenty-
four hours in the very house in which Madame Ignore

•«. 2 ? ^' ^^ 'P^*"* °*°** °^ *^* ti'^e in conversing
witn Madame I^onore about Dominic She was dis-
tressed, but her mind was made up. That bright-eyed
nonchalant, and passionate woman was making arrange'
ments to ^spose of her caf^ before departing to joinDomimc She would not say where. Having ascertained
that his assistance was not required Monsieur George,m his own words, " managed to sneak out of the town
without being seen by a single soul that mattered."
The second occasion was very prosaic and shoekinirly

incongruous with the super-mundane colouring of these
days. He had neither the fortune of Henry Alligre nor
a man of affairs of his own. But some rent had to be paid
to somebody for the stone hut and Rose could notffo
marketing in the tiny hamlet at the foot of the hiU without
a httle money. There came a time when Monsieur
Oeorge had to descend from the heights of his love in order,m his own words. " to get a supply of cash." As he had
disappeared very suddenly and completely for a time from
the eyes of mankind it was necessary that he shouldsnow himself and sign some papers. That business was


