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while thofe who have been at the expence of the whole outfit of
the vefl'el are obliged to receive a dividend which may not be
worthy their acceptance. The lofs of their debt may reduce
them to bankruptcy ; and, as trade 'i'^ fo compli'-ated, i"t is im-
pflible to anfvvcr how far their failure may operate on others.
This is not the only mifchief, A number of induflrious poor
may be thrown out of cinployment, and their refpeftive pariflies
perhaps become charged with their maintenance, or that of their
heJplels faniili^ >.

This could not poflibly happen to the feamen and filhermen at
NcwfouiHlland, even allowing that they lofe the whole amount
ot what may be due to them. Their fituation \^'ould not be
atfcift.d, nor their credit impaired. They would fuffer a tem-
porary lofs, which they would not i'cA beyond the moment,
except they had wives and children to fupport. BefiJes, this
clpnfe tends to encourage idlenefs among them, and has verv
frequently been produdive of great inconveniences to their em'-
pkncrs. The!'' are abundance of inflances in which the .Ifher-
rncn have caught fiih and oil fufficient to cover their wag.-s, and,
fccurcd by this claufe, have afterwards negle»fted the remainer of
the fealbn ; infolence too has been added to injufticc, and they
have refufed to fuffer the fifh and oil to be taken out of ftore till
their wages have been paid, or fecured to them to tlieir own fa-
tista«tlion.

Abstract.

" And be it further Ena(f\cd, by
the Authorky aforesaid. That in

cafe any fiich Seaman or F'lflicrman

Ihall at any \ imc wilfully abfent
btmfclt bom liis Duty or Employ,
without I he Leave and Confen t of
bis Mirer or linployrr, or ihall

wiltully ucgic(n or rcfufe to work
accnrdiiig to the true InU'ut and
JMeajiint; of luch ( 'untrafl or Agree-
lucnr, he fliail fur every Day he
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Tl»e end p.ojxifed by this
claufe is defcnttd by the po-
verty of the Fine, which, in-
fttad of operating as a check
to negligence, idlenefs, and dif-

olx^dicnce, encoumges them.
Seamen c" hfhernicn mav com-
bine togetl.cr, and by ab'lentin^^

tlieniltlves nii lays from tluir
duty in the filhiiig fcafon, rain
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