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PREFACE.
TH E kind reception which thefe Dis-

COURSES and Essays have met with,

as well in their original detached ftate, as in

the former joint Edition of them, having in

fome degrefe relieved the Author from the

anxiety which was at firfl natural on their
account, he (hall not now detain the Reader
with a long Preface.

He flatters himfelf, it will be allowed

that neither the fondnefs of commencing
Author, nor any vain confidence of fuperior

talents, could have given birth to the prefent

work, fince every thing contained in it will

appear to be occafional', arifing either imme-
diately from Calls of Office, or from other

Public Calls, which could neither be flighted

nor fufFered to pafs without Improvement.

Sundry of the Difcourfes, as well as Ef-

fays, were written and publiflied by defire,

in fome of the mod difficult and perilous

times which the Britifli Colonies ever ex-

perienced J with a view, in the Author, tofet

forth, according to his beft abilities, the im-
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