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were fupplicd with all kind of materials for the

coiifiru^cion and c(juipment of fleets, with as much
readincfs and afTiduitv, as if France and Holland
•had formed the clofefl alliance rii^amfi: Britain.

Though incenfcd at fuch unprovoked ufage, Bri-

tain went no further than to feize thofe Dutch vef-

fels that were loaded with naval ll:orcs for the P'rench

ports. The States of Holland pleaded the letf. r of

a treaty made a century ago ; but they were given

to iinderftand that nothing could be more ungene-
rous and unjuil: than to infill on the fulfilling of a

treaty which the circumflances of the prefent time
rendered inadmiffible. Britain could not permit

Holland to fupply France with naval fiores, with-

out expofing herfelf to imminent danger. There
were a numbcrlefs variety of other articles in trade,

from the importation of which into France the

Dutch might derive immcnfe profits, without fur-

nilhing that power with the means of injuring Great

Britain.

In order to take away all pretences of complaint

from the Dutch, the Britilh government, inllead

of making prizes of the vcflels laden with thefe hof-

tile cargoes, came to the generous determination to

purchafe at a fair valuation, all the naval ftores that

were on board the Dutch vefTels brought into the

ports of Great Britain, to pay the freight of the

cargoes, and to indemnify the proprietors in all the

juft expcnces and damages occafioned by the deten-

tion of their velfels.

While the Court of Great Britain was repeated-

ly complaining of the obllinacy w^ith which the

Dutch merchants continued to furnifh the French

with naval ftores, thefc, on the other hand, prefent-

ed a memorial to the States, remonftrating againfl:

thefeizurcof their velfels em])loyed in that bufi-

nefs, and requiring proted:ion for their profecuting

it in fafety.

France,

m

.'*

'I

s

m
..1..V


