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XI.

TilK l.'bi: OF FLEHTS TO INTEKPKET A TREATY.

Under the ini.siiii(loist!iiuliu;!;s of the past we have on both sides

sent rieets to those waters to protect our lisliormen against each other,

and a^jainst the unfriendly conduet of the h)cal governinents; fleets to

enforce agreements that the governments concerned could not expound

l»y a mutual understanding.

If these (juestions are left oi)eii, and comnjercial war is inaugurated

tlirotigh measures of retaliation, how many ships and guns is it sup-

posed will he needed to keep the peace between our lishermen on the

coasts of Labrador and Xewfoundhuu' .'

The danger in this direction does not come Irom the desire of either

(lovernment to promote a war, but from their inability to prevent its

initiation through the i)ersonal hostilities of men associated in the use

of common rights and privileges, ami stimulated by rivalries which are

lu'ouragi'd by laws of retaliation enacted by their respective (iovern-

inents.

These are some of the dangers againsi which this treaty wisely makes

safe provision.

XII.

THE AREA YIELDED HV THE DELIMITATION.S (»F THIS TRFATY, AS COM-

PARED WITH THOSE YIELDED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ON
THEIR COXSTRUCTIOX OF THE LIMITS OF OUR "RENUNCIATION" UN-

DER THE TREATY OF IHld.

It is alleged by some that this treaty yields to the IJritish Crovern-

iiicnt r»0,(H)0 s(piare miles of exclusive lishing-grounds beyond what we

yielded in the treaty of ISIS.

Taking the (!ontention of the United States that no headland theory

is to be found in the treaty of 1S18, and that thec.vclusive fishing limit

is a line 3 miles from the shore, at low water, that enters all harbors,

bays, and creeks that are more than miles wide at the entrance, and

follows the sinuosities of the coast thereof, this estimate of the area

surrendered in this treaty is greatly exaggerated.

This is the narrowest limit to which we have confined our renuncia-

tion in the treaty of 1S18, of the c( .nmon right of fishery, in our con-

tentions with Great Britain.


