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irsion, was not

only a great change of the present views, affections, and

frame of his mind, but was evidently the beginning of that

work of God in his heart, which God carried on, in a wonder-

ful manner, from that time to his dying day. He abhorred

the course pursued by those who live on their first evidences

of piety, as though they had now finished their work, and

thenceforward gradually settle into a cold, lifeless, negligent,

worldly frame.

" His experiences were very different from many things

which have lately been regarded by multitudes as the very

height of Christian experience. When that false religion,

which arises chiefly from impressions on the imagination,

began first to gain a very great prevalence in the land, he was

for a little while deceived with it, so as to think highly of it.

Though he knew that he never had such experiences as others

told of, yet he thought it was because their attainments were

superior to his; and so coveted them, and sought after them,

but could never obtain them. He told me that he never had

what is called an impulse, or a strong impression on his im-

agination, in things of religion, in his life
;
yet owned, that

during the short time in which he thought well of these things,

he was tinged with that spirit of false zeal which was wont

to attend them ; but added, that even at this time he was

not in his element, but as a fish out of water. When after a

little while, he came clearly to see the vanity and pernicious-

nessof such things, it cost him abundance of sorrow and

distress of mind, and to my knowledge he afterwards freely

and openly confessed the errors in conduct into which he

had run, and humbled hii.;self before lliose whom he had of-

fended. Since his conviction of his error in those respects,

he has ever had a peculiar abhorrence of that kind of bitter

;ieal, and those delusive experiences which have been the

principal source of it. He detested enthusiasm in all its forms

and operations, and condemned whatever in opinion or ex-

perience seemed to verge towards Antinoniianism. He re-

garded with abhorrence the experiences of those whose


