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** French fifliermen.'* Whatever the force of thefe words

may be confidered in other relpedts they do not, I conceive,

amount to a condition that no other ufe fhall be made of
thele iilands ; and whether their force confidered apart be fuch

that the ample nature of the ceflion is thereby contraded,

limited, and wholly reftrained to the purpofe of flielter, as

they contain no exprefs reftridion thereof to this fole ufe, I

fhould leave to abler judges, in cafe the matter entirely refted

here ; but it is evident that the operation and effed of the

ceflion is not wholly to be determined by the words ufed on

the part of Great Britain^ without taking into confideration

the French kings engagement hereupon, the minds of both

parties being united in each flipulation. The engagement is

thus exprefled, ** And his faid moft Chrtjlian majefty engages
** not to fortify the faid iflands ; to ere^ no buildings upon
" them, but merely for the convenience of the fifliery; and
*' to keep upon them a guard of fifty men only for the
** police ;" fo that inflead of being applied to the fole ufe of

Jhelter for the French Jifiermen^ it is now declared thefe iflands

are to ferve as a convenience for x\\€\x fijhery^ whereby their ufe

is fo far enlarged that I fhall not take upon me to mark its

limits—That the ceflion of them being made in perpetuity a

perpetual and effedual fecurity touching their future ftate

and ufe feems very defirable— That this ceflion is accom-

panied with no exprefs provifion that an Englijh commifTary

fhall refide on each or either of the faid iflands, or that the

commander of the EngliJI:> fquadron at Newfoundland (hdW be

at liberty from time to time to infpe£l them, to fee that the

llipulations are pundually obfcrved, nor any other mean of

information provided for that purpofe ; wherefore I fhall more

largely conflder the French kings engagement whereon fo

great dependance is placed. His rnofl Chrtjlian majefty, I

prefume, is a man of honour, and confequently intended to

fulfil his engagement when he entered into it; neverthelefs

I can eaflly conceive that even during his time thefe iflands
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