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Hearne's Journey.

Notwithftanding what has been re-

peatedly reported, in regard to their

forming towns and commonwealths,

Mr. Hearne fays he is confident, that

even where the greateft number of

beavers are affembled together, their

labours are not carried on jointly, nor

have they any mutuality of interefts,

except in fupporting the dam, which is

common to feveral houies. In fuch caf-

es they have, no doubt, fagacity enough
to fee that what is of utility to all,

(hould be repaired by the labours of

each. ^ .

The beaver is capable of keeping a

long time under water ; fo that when
their houfes are broken up, and their

retreats cut off, they generally retire

to the vaults in the banks, as their laft

refource ; and here the grestteft number
of them are taken.

In winter they are very fat and deli-

cious eating, and their furs are very
valuable; but in fuiiimer, during the
breeding time, and when they are rov-
ing about, neither their flefli nor their
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