
Ui KISIIKALWA.

Anotlier advnitm-o occurnxl a year or two afterwards, tlio recital

of wliicli will serve to throw some light, as well ou the character

of Kishkalwa as ou the peculiarities of the ludiau. The beautiful

and fertile couutrv, which uow forms the State of Kentucky, was

not, previous to it.- o<'cupatioii iiy the whites, inhabited by any trdie

of Indians, but was a common huntin«i;-ground and battle-field l()r

the various sin-rounding triijes, whose tierce conllicts gave to this

loveh reiiion the name of "the dark and bloody groimd." The

Indian who ventured among those forests, was prepared alike for

the chase and for war. The daring spirit of the young Kishkalwa

led him into Kmtuckv, to hunt the i)ullalo, then abundant on the

southern shore of the Ohio; but before he had sueceeded in getting

anv game, he was discovered ami pnrsiied l)y a jiarty ol ho.Mili!

Indians. Jieing ;done, resistance would have l)een unavailinii'. and

his onlv hop(> of esca])e was in llii^ht. W hdr running with great

speed ihrnuiih the woods, a vestment, which eouslituteil his only

article of clethimi-. became entanLiled in tlic bushes, and was torn

oil': but as the pursuit was very hot. he had not time to recover it.

Having reached the river opposite I'ort .Massac, he lied his gun to

his head with his loiiix hair and swam across. .Vmnnu' the Shawa-

noes it is hiiihlv disreputable in a warrior to throw away his arms

or cintbiui;-. when in lliuht from ;in I'neuiy, as the act mdicales

cowardice, and supplies a 1ro|)l;\ to the jjiirsuer. '• Soiw." they

s-|\. •hilt ,111 ( )s;iije. w dl thus disencumber liimself. thai lie mav

ruii the fister frnm his foes." When Kishkalva, therefore, arrived

in sai'etx amouii' his friends, who had seen his pursuers r.illou iii;^

him to the water's eil'je, they no snnner noticed the aoM'nce ot the

>j:irnient. llian a number of jokes w ere passed at liisexpiiix' I'e

e\|ilained llie manner of the loss, and the urgency nf the case, but

his companions. percei\inu tiial he was annoved, all'ected not to be

satislied, and di plored with mock gravity, that so fun^ a yomiL'- man

should l)e so destitute of activity as to be obliged to throw away his

clothes in order to outrun his enemies.


