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in.m.Mliat.'lv befcrr they txrv let loose. A ratluT amusing

inci(l(>nt (KTurml on this occasion to point tins moral. A

cavalrv sul)altcrn and two men were sent out to jjct throuf^li

the encmvV outposts, and with the aid oi' four pigeons to

scn.l back his dispositions at dawn. Tlionias .\tknis, as you

know is the most kind-hearted of men. and m s))ite ot all

orders these ])ifreons were stuffed witli corn (hn-m^ the tjreater

part (if the night. The subaltern did his work very well,

located the enemv's forces, and about dawn \yas hehl up Uy

some of the hostile cavalry. He. however, had 1"^ /ei)''rt

alreadv written and attache.l to the pigeon, so he le!t (pute

happv. Unfortunatelv, when the psychological moment

arrived to let the i)igeon loose, it was so bursting with b.od

tliat instead of flving home like an arrow from the how. it

with great difficultv fluttered up into the lowest branch ol

the near(>st tree, from which no i)ersuasi()n nor any number

„f stones could dislo.lge it. That particular message took

n hours to reach home. As far as I remember, the other pigeons

were prettv satisfactorv. the messages averaging almut two

hours from the time they were sent to the time they were

delivered to the General. The system on these occasions is

for the pigeon to flv home; as it enters the pigeon lott it causes

a 1)(>11 to ring. The owner then takes the message and tele-

graphs it to some pre-arranged point, or else gives it to a

motor-cvcle orderly who takes it direct to Head.piarters.

These devices are V( rv good fun. and 1 thmk they attord a

considerable amount of instruction in making an Intelligence

officer polish up his ingenuity, but one must be caretui to k(>ep

one's efforts within reasonal)le bounds and not to do things

which would be entirely impossible in war.

One voung officer made a considerable name for himself

during two successive manoeuvres in England some years

ago On one occasion he cut a hole in the tent of a well-known

CJeneral and stole his despatch box. The (leneral was ot a

somewhat irascible temperament and the loss ot his orders

and notes reallv affected him considerably and may have

had quite an ajipreciable effi'ct on the next day's operations.

On another occasion this young ofllicer dt>sired to obtain a

trophv from the em'iuv. He located one of the enemy s camps

an(i hiu iiiuifteir witn some cyci;.-t r-.v.-viT- .:>. .-. -• •••••.••

He then got hold of one of those itinerant vendors of drinks

that one sees at English Manoeuvres and took lum into his


