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inflexible, and to operil it ai the centre is aliosi impossible.
«l'le spring.back is full or lire. and vitality, holding the edges with
a firin grip, and any attempt to force it wili prove disastrous. A
ncw book should bc placed on its side on the desk, ind, afier
throwing back the caver, a few leaves should bc litied at a1 tine
uantil the dusired page is repchced. It should bc closed in the
saie nianner. 'lhle glory of a blatnk.book is its stTeiigil, and
opening and closing it vioknttly lir carclessly, wÎul lilceiy) resuit
ini breaking the back or inipairing ths: seing.

SPEICIAL NUMISERS AND SPLICIAL MENTION

The floundary Creek i'inies, of Greenwood, lias publislied a
îîcatly-printed, weil-written and handsonîely illustrated Christmnas
edition.

'lhle Regina Ltadeî's calendar for 1899) is a fac sirniile ofthe
first page of the paper with a cut of the building. A goad ad.
and weil done.

The St. Jolins, Que., News got out ani artistic two-colcir
circular, descriptive of the features ind murits of the palier. It
is one of the neaîest and most readable things of the kind wc
have seen.

The Barrie Gazette got out a handsome slpecial nuniber, %viuî
mnany illustrations, mnuch historical data, etc., ail nialcitg a ve)l*
printcd and attractive issue. The paper, anc of the best week-
lies in Canada, lias celebrated its thirtieth birthday.

Thec Christmas editioîî of The Parry Sounîd Star was a
triumiph of thie publisher's einergy and tasie. It not only
included the handsomely-illustrated write.up of Moîîtreal, but
also a 32-page issue on good paper, with holidlay miatter and
illustrations.

For years, the Christmas papcrs issued ini Newfoundlad have
been models of clean prinîiîg and fine half-tone illustrationî
worlc. 'l'bis 1year, Christmas Bells, issucd by Gray & Goodlatnd,
St. John's, is a 20.pakge nunîber on coatcd paper. with several
special articles and sonie good haîf-tones.

Apted Bros., Toronto, issued a nice greetitig card go their
customers at the New Xrear. T'he card was four page, on the
outside a mnaple Ical' embossed i;,d in the centre a srnall r-pro-
duction in colors of IlVWhat Wue Have tVe'l llold.» TIhe good
wishes werc on the second hialf of thu card in script, liard ta dis-
tinguishi fromi engraved work.

THEf CA NADIA N STENOGRA PIER.

This is the ligie of a new T'oronto journal for shoithand
learners, leachers and newspapermien gentrally, which fuis a
feet want. It is published monthly at $i a year and fias been
placed on a good foundation, and is in excullent hands. 'l'li
publisher is W. E. iNcKinley and the associate editor is J. M.
Jackson, formerly af The Mail staff, a compceeut and successful
stenographer. Thbe flrst issue contains about ciglit pages of
sîenography (besides several pages of reading matter>, and,
while the greater part of the matter is based on the Isaac
Pitîman systemn, it is intended ta cover différent systemns of stenog-
raphy. For instance, one page in this numnber is a fac simile
of Mr. Alexander Downey's and is accompanied by a key.

The St. John, N.B., compositors have authorized their
secretary to cati the attention of the board of trade ta the tact
thiat many trerchants and barristers or St. John are having their
ptinting dont autsidt: of ilie city.

T 11 E Ontario Govrnneti'is rae-ye.irs' eoiiract for Provincialpriniug lias niol yu( becui awarded, at least, na0 officiai
anîîouncenient lias been miade, ý~nd considerable discussion lias
takuti place on the subjecti nmongst ptinters. Six tenders we
put ini, whicli shows a good deal of comipetition for the work,
the profits on whicli, it is getterally admitted, are no longer what
ilhcy were, as pluces have been !orced down owing to competiflg
tenders. Th~le Govertinient first fixed the date for ruceiving the
tendeus, anîd thugs extended the tinie by one week, a policy we
do iot approve of, ilthough it was doubtiees donc with good
intentions ini order to givu every possible tenderer sufflcicnt
chance. But Nve prefur a fixed date for tenders on any sort of
prinîing. Forîunately in thîs case ail the tenderers held back ta
ilie last mioment, sa that no, ane had any advantage in trne.

A contract of this kind always raises political dUýcussions,
usually tiot relevant ta the subject, but with this factor we have
noiciiig ta (Io, prefurriing ta comîsider tise question entirely (coin
thie businiess sîaidpoint. 'lle faltawing put in tenders, and it
is rutiored that they stand as ta price in the order given:

MNeilhodist Boaok Roorn,
Hutîter, Rose & Co.,
Salvation Arnmy,
Murray Pritîng Co.,
Warwick Bras. & Rutter.
WVarwick & Wilson.

Ail the tenderers, except the last mentioned, have welequipped
printing offices, andI could take aver the work at once. If the
Govcrnnîient iiiieaîd ta award the contract, as a business concern
would do, ta the lowest tendeser posscssing a printing office,
they would, tiierefore, renew the conîract with the present con-
tradtors, Warwick Bras. & Rutter. But business conditions do
siot always rule wiuîî gaverntuents. There is a feeling among
printers that ta encourage the building-up of another extensive
prinîing office ini Toront, with the Provincial contract as a
basis, %vould injure trade, as there are, in Ontario, enough, if
inot t00 many, large ptititing con'e.rnis in existence. This is a
point which, we admit, the Governmenit are not bound to con-
sidur, but it weiglîs with thec printing fraternity.

As already said, there is no officiai statement that Warwick
&Wilson art the lowest tenderers, but it is believed that on thé

single itent af composition their figures are the lowest, being
based on a rate coîîsiderably below the standard, or union, rate
af wages ta pninters. Thishlas taused the Typographical Union
toapproach the Govertiment, urgiuîg that, whoever gets the cois-
tract, union wages shail bc paid. Here, azain, we admit, that
the Govertnîent arc niot actually baund ta cansider the dlaim of
labor, ahîhough it is generally felt that public printing cails for
,union rates, and that the Province, in its desire ta get its work
donc at a reasonable rate, should not force the cheapening pro-
ccss taa fat. As Warwick & Wilson, though no doubt persan-
ally conipetent nmen, arc nat a firm in the ordinary sense, possess
no plant and would take saine turne to get one equipped, it is
hardly believed thai the cantract will go ta them.

mie present Governmen, lîrlîters have undaubtedly a great
advantage in tendering, sirtce they have already in existence a

january, i8qi, .


