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\Woobn isto be ata discount in futurcin C. P. R

trestle work,  As a 1esult of the recent tour of inspec
tion made by the chief officers of this company, it has
been decided to replace all the wooden trestles with
steel structures, ‘The cost is estimated at something
over two million dollats, but the directors believe the
consequent lessening of the schedule time between
Vancouver and Montreal will repay this immensc out-
lav, since trains will be able to run at considerable
higher speed over stecl bridges lh'\n over the best class
of wooden trestle.work,
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‘THE fovorite wood for paving purposes in London is
the jarrah wood, imported from Australia.  An inquiry
has been recently set on foot to determine whether
some other of the Australian woods notably red gum
would serve as well as jarrah wood, but the testimony
goes to show that while substitutes are used in some of
the Australian cities for jarrah nothing that is offered
is quite as satisfactory. They all lack the lasting qual-
ities of jartah. The inquiries further show that the
supply of jarrah is abundant and that there need be no
appreliension of the supply ruuning short for many

years to come.  \Waod paving grows more and more in”

favor in the European cities.

THE durability of timber under certain-conditions is
ilustrated in a foundation of red .pine planks taken
from a sewer in Sparks streer, Ottawa, The sewer wis
constructed fiom 32 to 38 years ago. It consists of a
foundation of red pine planks laid transversely, on
which tvo side walls of stone are ercated, which are
covered over at the top with heavy round cedars.
‘The cedars at the tap are all, though still apparently
quite serviceable, in a more or less advanced state of
decomposition. The planks, however, are to all ap-
pearance as sound and.hard as on the day _they were
put down. It isanother pioof that timber kept con-
stantly submerged 1n water keeps in good condition—
unless sewage has a special virtue as a timber preser-
vative.

THE Southern Lumberman celebrates its tenth birth-
day by the issue of a special number descriptive and
illustrative of the progress of the lumber and timbher
dustnies of the Southern States. Our contemporary 1s
to be congratulated on the general “make-up” of its
auniversary issue and on the graufying progress that
it has:made during the first decade of 1its existence,
‘The opening up ot.the lumber industry of these states
is of comparatively recent date. It-was nottill 1875
that any vigorous effort was made to realize the rich
stores that time has since shown exists in these southern
forests. The walnut and cherry timber of Indianna
began to.fail, and buyers, sceking for other pastures
green; began to flock into the hardwood forests of Ten-

nessce.  The early bird;in this case, reaped. the reward.
Thevalue of this hnhcrto unrecognized source ot wealhh
was not:realized by the people, and. before its riches
had dawned upon..them, millions of feet, including the
bulk- of wainut and:cherry, ‘were bought at about one-
tenth its value. This was true also.of ash, and to some
extent,-of poplarand oak. History repeats itsclf in the
case of all .our natural products. The adventurous
prospector,-who has often.to brave the ridicule and
prejudice of friends, gets in on- the ground: floor-and
makes his pile. .WWe sce-no-reason why he:should not.
It rcqmrcs counge.:md foresight to be among the
pioneers.in any cause ;.success does not always crown
the work of the pioneer:;. when it does, hic has gencrally
well carned it The primitive methods of manufactur-
ing avd marketing, that have been coimmon to_all.lun-
bering sections .1n lhcxr carly Jlistory, were- with the
South in the days of the seventies. To-day theyrare as

wellup tothe timesas most of -(he older. ternitories,

]mcrcst just’ now in these smcs gathcrs -around ycllow
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pine.  There prople are very sanguine of the uses and
value of this wood, and winlst some discount must be
made for natuve cnthusiasm, imdications tefl of good
vatue having its existence in wns parucular umber.
Tenncssee 1s the cluef lumbering state of the south,
where there are now 436 saw mills, 142 plamng nulls
and 20 shingle mills,  Of these 4t ancluding wweive
saw mulls and ten plaming mulls) prosecue their suc-
cessful 1ndustries 1 the ey of Nashwille. They have a
daly saw mill capacity ot 450,000 feet.  The lumber
handled or consumed by them yearly 1s 229,350,000
fect. \Weare not so far north i Canada that we do
not find an appreciative mterest i the welfare of those
engaged n the nmbcr interests of the Sunny Soutl.

NEW YORK is ngnm lhrc:\lcncd with a lumber “tie-
up.” The trouble 13 a continuation of the labor diffi-
cultics of the carly suminer. At that time, as a result
of united action by the tnembers of the Lumber Dealers
Association the men were badly beaten. It was an
ugly licking for the walking delegate, and he continues
to smart underit. He would agam stir up the men
and practice his old tricks, and it is an effort in this
direction that has given rise to present rumblings of a
fresh fight.  7he Luméber Trvade Journal of New York,
which carried through the former contest with marked

they allow themselves to be wmfluenced by these agita-
tors, and a single dealer in the Lumber Assocution is
boycotted that every yard in the district will shut down

| winter before them.  Itis to be hoped that for the sake
of the families of the men, if for no other reason, that
wise counsels will be allowed to prevail,
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| RECENT government returns furnish some important
particulars of the volume and character of lumbering
operations in Manitoba and the Northwest Territories-
We are told that there are 19 mills in aperation within
the Winnipeg agency cuting under government license.
The total amount of dues collected for timber within
the Calgary agency during the year amounted to $8,-
232.88, being a decreasc of $8.578 24 The price of
lumber at Calgary-was from $12 to $18 ; at Cochrane,
$12t0 316 ; at Fort McLeod. $15t0 $43 : at Lethbridge,
$30, and at Cypress Hills, $13  Two saw mills were
cutting lumber within this agency last year under gov-
ernment license, and several portable mills under per-
mit. The total amount of dues collected within the
Edmonton agency was $4.910.59, being an increase of
} $868.86, as compared to the previous years. The price
of lumber at Ednionton during the year was $20 to $23,
and at St. Albert $23 10 $2-  The avent reports three
t saw mills in operation wi ais agency.  The total
amount of lues collected i . (he Prince Albert agency
was $7.689,91, being an increase of $3,566,32 over the
previous year. Lumber sold at Prince Albert from $20
to $42, and at Bawleford from $30 t0 $35. There is
only one saw mill in this agency catting timber under
license, namely, the one at Prince Albert, erected by
Mocre & McDowell in 1876, There are, however,
several mills at Prince Albert and Battleford cutting
under permit.  Saw mill returns received at the head
office give the following quantitics of building naterial
as having been manufactured and sold during the year
within the five agencies : Lumber, 30,603,006 feet ;
sold 27,097,480. Shingles, 1,449,916 ; sold, 1,610,247
Lath, 136.402 ; sold, 142,146. Sixty-four licenses to
cut timbher over a total area of 2,312.88 square nules
were-issued during the year. The number of applica-
tions during the year to cut timber was 88, of which 48
were for licenses to cut lumber in Manitoba and the
Northwest Territorics, and the remainder to cut timber
on Doininion lands in British Columbia. The number
of.applicants during the previous year was 81.

A RETURN brought down at Ottawa towards the
close ofthe session shoaing that 42,000,000 acres of
land in Manitoba and the Northwest Teq:itories had
been granted to rallways, and the same policy being
conttnued has brought from the \Vinmpeg Commescral
a yigorous and .outspoken protest. This journal, in
. ordet to make clear.zoits readers what this “*dissipation
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ability and success, very plainly warns the men that if

| and the men will have to meet their fate with a cold |
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{ of the actual requirements of our
} action that has set in s perfectly

9

of the public dumain” means, points out that thc cntire
superfiaal land area of the province of Mamtoba, in-

tludmg swamps and all umrMable land, o 41,002,240
actes, 5o that the 3ift to rilnays caceeds by a aullion
acres the whole area of this province. "We need to
have a qu-stion of this character placed ometumes i
this buld shape to realize fully its impoit. Qur con-
temporary follows up its protest by showing that as yet
the rindways that have been built, influenced by th.s
prodigal gift, cover only a small portion of the cuuutry,
and “if land grants are to continue until all pants of the
country are opened by ralways, there will not be land
cnough in the entire country to satisfy the ralways.
The railways will own all the land, and still be ansatis-
ficd” Railways have the power, apparently, to hoad-

! wink governments and corpoations with a child-like

imnocence that is foreign to anyoue else, but tha. .3
peifectly indigenous to themn. No one 1s so unfuir as
not to concede to the railways of the country well-
deserved merit for the important part they have occu-
pred 1n the development of the country.  But theres a
wide gulf between credit-carncd commendation, and
an satiable hoggishness that breeds with too many
rnlway corporations. The people have rights, the
country has rights, that must bhe made a consideration
with governments, just as much, as the alleged rights
of rmlway compames. 1If a protest to avinl anythung 1s
to be entered 1t cannot be done too soon.  We may
make up aur ands that whatever the railway compan-
tes secure they will hold 5 there will be no gning back
anything. A lLule regament of mumaipaliies 1 tins
province have had some eapenience, it not m land giv-
mg, yet in bonus grawting to railway compames, and in
the interim of careful sccond thought, they know to-day,
just huw much thur genctosity has cost them, and how
little, 10 oo mauy cases, they have for their liberalny.
The objection to this prinaple of bonusing comes with
colarged strength when st applics to pubhc land. The
Commercial states & true prindiple when w contends
that the public lands belong 10 and *should be held by
people.” \We agree wuth our contemporary that the
tune has come to cry a halt 1o this pohicy, which if not
seriously felt now, will certanly “mn the future prove
disastrous to the country.”. .
TuruNn1U has had an avalanche of fatlures 1n build-
ing and lumber crcles duning the past snonth.  Among
the smaller concerns that have gone under may be
mentioned Hammon & Wilhams, builders, of North
Toronto, who assigned to Campbell & May with lia-
biities of $3,000, and asscts nomually the same. H_
Lambert, another builder in a small way, is scckmg
i composition with hig cieditors. Herbert A, Matthews,
proprictor of the Toronto Hardwood Company, has
assigned to H. J. Wawson. The Bloor Street Lumber
Company is liquidating. The company crasists of
Stephen Wilcox, H. H. Mullin, of this city, and T. J.
Hamnul, Barnie, Direct habilities are placed at $9,800,
and indirett $9,000. The asscts arc about $9,000—
largely book debts. The surprise of the trade has been
the financial embarrassment of William McBean, the
extensive builder of what 1s familiarly known as specu-
lative propertics. His affairs have been placed in the
hands of A. E. Osler. Mr. McBean’s trouble is in
being “land-tied,” and unable to sell owing to the de-
pressed condition of the real estate market. The
amount involved m the failure is from $250,000 to $300,-
coo, while 1t1s claimed there is a surplus of $90,000,
but thisis conditional on the assets realizing what js
decmed thew proper value. \What the outcome will be
1t 1s just now difficult to state. These several difficult-
1es will have no serious cffect on the lumber trade out-
side of the firms, that may be interested as creditors,
and we ¢o not know that any ofthem will be hit to hurt
very badly. The builders who have gone under are

sufferers from the depression in bwilding operations in
the city. As we have pointed out before 1n these col-
umns, speculative building in the city has for some
years been carried on 1n a measure altogether in excess
ﬂopulmmn The re-

calthy, and whilst it
will pinch some, and vthers it will squeeze pretty hard,
the outcom.e will be for the gencral gyod, and will'not
be without a salutary efiect upon soine enthusiastic
spirits who ar¢ more noted for their ability as boom.
ster th:m level headed business men.



