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DIARY FOR APRIL. " Then what the Consolidated Municipal Act of last session
SRR T e m e — " has effeeted in the municipal laws, the consvlidated acts of
5 SUDAY 0 t?;::i‘iur;rn?';:m“r Tral for Torunto Spring Asirer the provinee and of cach scction of it are abuut to eflect in
4 Mondwy..... Chncery Hearing Term cotnmences. County Court Term begins.
9. Satueday... Connty Court Tern ends. the laws generally.
b :rli:m\ ?.:r;:s:l'xlggr::gl‘;’:flzu. No theorist, however wild in his visions, is mad enough
17 SUNDAY. 0k Sumdn oo e s to hope for a set of laws so ¢lear in language and so plain
o SUNT G :'g',‘,l.‘.'.ﬁy, in meaning that differcuces of opinior will not arise upon
30, Saturuay... {i‘.':::c.lll:)" ff;':o"n:;’l:fm‘f«‘:'u.s‘f:::ri‘i:fl‘f Soclets. their construction. Nor is the difficulty of coustru:tion at
Lt day for Nowneddents to sl luts of ther Lands, all times to be traced to the vagueness of the panicular
IMPORTANT BUSINESS NOTICE, law. Different men have different minds, which cause

J¥rss tnleltol to Vie Proprietors of this Journal are requested to remember that | . . .« . . .
all ont put due acomnts liree been placed n the hands aof .!'IZ::n. Puatton & Ardagh, | them to have different opinons. What may be clear and

;Lu"rrg:‘{:, Barrwe, for edllectiva; und thul only @ promt remittance (o them will undoubtcd to the mind of one mun may be involved in &

It &3 wuh great reluctance that the Proprutars hav adopled this course ; but they ; . .
hare Ion cunpelied 1 do 50 1 order 10 enatde them to et theer current expenses,  1aze of difticulty when presented to the wmind of another.

which arevery heatry. v . . . N
N,,,wd, T weefoTness ,!,;,,e Jowrnal is 10 generally admtted. w,,,,;,, notbe un. Not only the different measures of natural intelligence
reasonalls o expect that the Profession and Ohcrrs of the thurls wou'd acrord il a < . Jd i -
1tderul :umvrr!,'ms!m-l of allmoing themselees (o be suerl for theer subseriplums. pOSSCbSOd b) different uey, but the cflects of hll‘lOl{S.dC

| Brees of mental culture, produce differences of vpivion.

@!‘IB (;gppn} @anuh‘& @am ?nurnal' Hence upun any law, however well frumed, questivng may

arise and most certainly will arise for judicial interpretation.

But laws may be so framed as to shut out many ques-
tions that would otherwise arise. As an expression may
be more or less obscure, so may be a law or serics of

It is expected that the consulidated statutes will become , expressions. A statute is the expressed will of the Legis-
law during the present session of the Legislature. If no  lature. If couched in language free from useless verbusity,
other work were dune, it alune would make the present a and in words of a popular and well understood meaning,
very important session in the annals of Canadiau legislation. | there will be of course luss difliculty in understandiug the

Though the volume containing the proposed consolidated , iutent than if framed wanting these desirable qualitics.
statutes of Upper Canada is cumparatively speaking small,, Su although it is not pussible by legislation to shut out al]
it containg the fruits of great lubor, unwearied industry, questions of construction, it is pussible by care and skill to
and ripe expericnce. Had it not been for the fortunate  shut out some questions. .And in proportivn to the number
coincidence that, about the time of the appointment of the , thus shut out is there a saving of litizativn and consequent
Statute Commissioners, Sir J. B. Macaulay, saw fit to | quent expense.
to resign his high and impurtant trust as Chicf Justice of,  Laws judicivusly framed are therefure a saving to a peoplo
the Cumnion Pleas, and subsequently to accept the appuint- , —2 saving both of anxicty and money. The consulidated
ment of Chairman of the Statute Commissioners, we much | laws which are now befure the Legislative Asscubly are so
doubt if on this uccasion we should be in a positivn to framed; and cost what they may to the country in prepa-
congratulate the people of Canada on the immediate pros-ll‘aﬁﬂﬂ and passing, will whken pass_d save to the country
pects of consolidation ; and the invaluable services too of | incalculably more than their cost.

His Henor Judge Gowan, and ochers who assisted, are not, It is no ordinary subject of congratalation that we live
to be forgotten. in a new country, where our written laws arc as yet few

The benefits to be derived from the consolidation of our ,8nd in a measure casily consolidated. In older countries,
law will be immense. The more simple and more access- | such as England, the attcmpts at consolidation have been
able a law is, the more useful it is. But as human law is many and the failures in pumber equal to the attempts.
in theory a complex science, and in practice the cullection : There was not a beginning in time. Each consolidation is
of the accumulated wisdom of years, as it grows old it'a test in legislation. Legislation is a progressive scicnce ;
grows confusing. It docs not nced the experience of aland as fresh wants are daily born into the world, so fresh
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lawyer to know how difficult it is to discover the spirit, , laws arc needed. Something is required from time to time
meaning and effect of an cnactment which lies buried be- | to keep down the accumulations, and this cannot be more
neath a heap of cuactments, repealing and repealed clauses. cflectually done than by consclidation or reduction of laws
The people generally were able to form a pretty fair idea up to a particular epoch, which in its turn becomes a new
of the confusion arising from such a source before the starting point in legislation.

consolidation of the various municipal acts. We are not believers in codification. It is neither pos-



