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THE SUAR DUTIES.
In our notice of fli trtde returns of

1877'in our litst issue e purposely refrain -
ed froii any discussion of the sugar trade,
vhtich is of suIlicient Iimpolt alice and
magnitule to require separate considera-
tion. It must be bone in mind in c'n-
sidering the question tliat sugar is by far
the nost productive article oit which cas-
toms revenue is raised, and moaeovei that
it would be diflicult to ilid a idret article
to lax. T'ie 1edežs of thii journal have
had frequent opportunities of re'ding tho
letters af Mi'. Dustim of Utliftx, Nova

Scotia, iho has for a consietrablu tiue
back been the principal advocate of iien.
sures lr the benlefitof a Cantlian refinery
mterest. At tie last ieetiitg aif the Do-
minon Board of Traile Mi. Dustai sub'
mitted his views i the forii of a letter
which iwe publishîed ns Our issue of Ist
Februiary. We thien pointed out itait Mr.
Dustthm iad failed ta malke specific recoit-
mîîenîdationîs beyomd tIe coulintervalh 1

dtuty on imports from counties granting
bounties, the duty on pacnages, a matter
of trifling importance, and the remoal of
the extra duty on molasses used for re
fining. The fact is thatthte sugar question
is but imperféctly unclerstood by those
who write and sieak upon it. M1r. lhen-
ner, the gentlenan who moved the reso-
lutions on the subject of the sugar duties
and wiho was "elaigedi by the Halifax
Cliamber of Coimiere to present their
views to the Doinilioin Board o 'Trade, ex-
pressed alit opiniii that 'lte iniprove.
mients in the reliitiing of sugar akniie it,
imfpossible for West lidîlia grocery stigars
to coipete with reid." MIr. Alexiander
McGibeboi, a gen tleniin Of coisiderable

experience i lte grocery trie in ihis
city, its recentiy declared tiaît ' consuin-

eis gratluiy got into the vay of using
refined sugar itstenu Of aw, anitd noiw
scaicely a potnd of the latter can be
sold to at conisunieir." It is nîot, very clear
irhat is meant by the termi •'ra sugar',''
which is certainly not a correct desigiîa-
tion af the vacuim paîi sugar which is
lionw largely exported frotti the sugir
cIitioos Une fiaet, hotvever, Mr. Bremner
sitould Ie'ar in mîtind, whilci is tihat West
India grocery sug'ars ta conpetc inost
successfully rith reiied it] the English

and other markets, ivhlere tliey are per-
initted ta do sooiiequal teris as to duty.
The Canadian suigar dtities have operated
to prevent tie itinportation of grocery
sugatrs, and there is no object ini assigiling
other reisois l'or tlteir exclusion. TIte
object of the original resolutions litro-
duced by Mir. Bî:cîliîmer wras to request the
goveiinieiit so ta adjust the duties ou
sugar as to encourage. the prosecttion o
sa important Itn industry in titis Doint-
iot." Nao it iiust le borne iii nind tha
whien the sugar duties iere ajusted in:
) 867 the intention of tlie Goveriient ias:
to encourage the inidustry in qujestion, and
the mîodeadoiîûi rt s ta chargea specflie
duty or 1 of a cent peri lb. ant the lower
ciass of sigarsihie the Iigiler was subject
to 1 eeit, boti paying 25 p. c. atd valorin.

the iractical etl;cct oif this protection iras
a ditfIerence a' duty ' abtitu 75 centts petr
100 Ilbs.. but Mlir. Ca:twrigit .educed the
luty on the iowest class to cent, tus
iaîtkiitg the ifference S1pet .100 lbs. Tiis,

howreve' is ttill quite unlsartisIiuctory to the
refinling litterest, whici has eliisted the
shipping initerest nid til whose vivid

imaginations lead thein to expect a large,
export trade to the West Indies. Mi'.
Frazer of'Toronto reai a iesolutioti adopt-
ed at t meeting of the itmanufacturers of*
Ontario, hiich of Our rw'

ing îvay upoi Ioreigliers the proaits of the
large ditect taide ive imiight; do ivitl tie

West Idlies," and Mir. DeVeber of St. John
proposed a resolution " to i-evise the sugar
duties by decreasing the duties on the
lower grades and increasing on the ligier
in o-der at once to advance the interests
of the cosumer antd manufacturer. Tlhis
was the Wise proposition of the NeV
Brunswick free traders. It would certnin-
ly be a ciiartminig plan to aivance the
interests both of the manufacturers and
coistmers of sugar by reducing still more
tie duties on the louer grades, already.
protected to te extent of $1 petr 100 ils.
Unfortunately no reference wihatever ivas
1n111le to tle eflect ou the revenue of this
eousn sidelable r edletion of dtutie's. Sub

quntly Mr'. DeVeher struck out of his
resoluti the proposition to ilcrealse tie
dutis on the h igher grades, but M.
lreunter was l 1tr frlin satisfied, and
thouglt that to aopei our refineries there
sIotild ib li increase on the h ighergrades
as well as tt reduction on t(he louer graties.

Mr. Mor ison ol' 'oroto moved an alent!.
muent that " tihe presenit tariff with respect
to stipu. is the fitirest iwe ever adl.'" Mr.
Mori-ison proved ait ali events that ie iad
taken pleins to understand his subject.
D e pointed out whtat had been stulioulsly
conetlled by the atdroctes of'change, tiat
the bulak of the iþlilorts of sugarhave been
comiiig of latte lot from the United
States but froin thle United Kingdon. Jt
is ailmittei iluit the United States have
abmdoned their excessive bounties witle t
ire hav e tlra wv m la intaied should have

been met by a. couiteriîiling itty,
but lie Scotch refiners have no
bounties, aind yet, ilthuiîgi i uniir the
preseit systoem the liet-tet' ciss of sugars
Pay a Iligier duty iatt tie inferior clas s
of fuîîlly $1 pet 100 Ilbs., the advocates f'or
tie refilies re cdissatisfied. Noy let it lie
borne in mind that sugar refinitg ras Celr-

ried on successfuully under the pr'esent.t
tariff until the United States establisied
the excessive bounty whicih has since been
abrogatecd, while iton the other h11and, the
present muinist'y have reduced the duty on
the lower grades fr«on à to e cent per
lb., wvhich is equal to about 6 pet' cent.
ad valorenm. Il, is 'ell. for tue advocates
oaf chiaiige-to consider seriously %Vhat cou-
sequences would result fromnt il, and, to
issit' tiîem iii forîniing ajtidgmient, ve pro,
pose to advert to the comparative iipoirts
in 1873 and 1877, the foiier a year vlens
the Montreal stigar refinery w as at worlk
and whitein business wras flourisiniiig, whiie
the latter was iot on1ly a period of' depr'es-
sion li tiade, but the relincries h ad beeu

J ail closel. In 1873 the value cf lte im-
ports of the higlier grale Of sugars Coe'r
No 9 Dutei Stanîdaird iwas ý4,3I7,760,
ag;linst 639,58 unlet' No. l,: a 59,850


