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' A fk^AfiiiAttt htittfe of the procecfding^

iti fny case being the utijustifiable, and^ I htimbJy

cbnceive, iltegal, si^izure^ eximmsltion and detenr

tion of all my private pajyers of i^viefy description,^

I bi^ leave to sofictt yottr impartial peiitsal and
considetatidn of the ibUowihg Letter, liddressed

t6the iSecretarieis of StMe, ivhtch>a^ published

iii Vt^t 6n the Occasion of the seizure of Mr.
Wilkes*^ papers.

You acib aware that on the 30th of April, 1763,

Mr. Wilkes's house was forcibly entered under a
warrant from the Secretaries of Biate i

his dooi-s

and locks broken open, hislipilt secret and confi-

dential papers thrown into a sack, put into the

hands or conitnbn messengers, without a schedule

or any security for the recovery of them, and cari-

ried to the Secretary of State's office : and that

in the following year, when he brought his action

against the under Secretary of State, Mr. Wood,
very heavy damages were given, and it was declar-

ed from the Bench that the seizure qf pojpers, ex*

cepting m cases qfhigh treason, is illegal.


