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While i am upon this head, which I liave

touched with the utmoft reludlance, I am

forry that bur confiderer's calculation of our

expenceduring kingWilliam and queen Anne's

wars, obliges me to repeat an obfervation I

have made before j that it is a grofs impofi-

tion upon the fenfe of the public, to array the

fums of thofe times againft \e prefent ; be-

caufe the intrinfic value of money in Great-

Britain is now diminifhed. The intereft

which money bears in a flate, a commercial

one I mean, may be called the pulfe, which

indicates the health or indifpofition of the

body-politic. The government in thofe timej

gave for money, fix or feven, nay fometimes

more, per cent. At this time they give at mod

three anu a half. 1 fliall not, from this, con-

clude, that Great-Britain has, at prefent,

double the money in fpecie, that (lie had

under king William, or queen Anne j but I

will venture to fay, however paradoxical it

may appear, {he is a'c this time doubly able

to bear the expences,

•' To talk, fays the conAderer, (page 114)

of forming a connexion with that, which is

in itfelf unconnected, is a contradiction in

terms.''


