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I now got once more into the midst of friends, but we were unuble to

ftfford each other any succor. As liiis was the division tiiat liad ailvanced

tlie furthest from tin; furt, I thought there miylit be .1 possiJiilily (though

but a bare one) of my furciiig my way througli the outer ranks uf the

Indians, and getting to a ni'igiiboring wo<jd, whicli I pereiivcd at some

distance. I was still encouraged to liope by the almost miraculous pre-

Bervati(jn I hail already expt'rienced.

Nor were my hi>j)es in vain, (jr the efforts I made uieflectual. Suffice

to say, that I reached the wood ; but by tlie time I had penetrated a

little way into i*, my breath wjis so exliausted that I threw my.self into a

break, and liiy for some minutes apparently at the last gaso. At length

I recovered the j)ower of respiration ; but my apprehei^-^ions returned

with all their former force, when 1 saw several savages ])ap'i by, probably

in pursuit of me, at no very great distance. In this situation 1 knew not

whellier it w;uj better to proceed, or endeavor to conceal myself where I

lay till niglit came uii ; fearing, however, that they would return the same

way, I thougiit it most jjrudent to get further from the dreadful scene

of my distresses. Accordingly, striking into another part of tlie wood, I

hastened on as f;L«t as the briers and the loss of one of my shoes would

permit me ; and after a slow progress of s< me liours, gained a hill that

overlcMjked the plain which I had just loft, from whence I could discern

that the bloody storm still raged with unabated fury.

But, not to tire my readeis, I shall only add, that after par,sing three

days without subsistence, and enduring the severity of the cold dews for

tliree nights, I at length reached fort Edward; where, with proper care

my b(xly soim recovered its wonted strengtli, and my mind, as fiir ns

the recollection of the late melancholy events would permit, its usual

composure.

It was computed that fifteen hundred persons were killed or made

prisoners by these savages during this fatal day. Many of the latter

were carried off by them and never returned. A few, through favorable

accidents, found their way back to their native country, after having

experienced a long and severe captivity.

The brave CoL Monro had hastened away, soon after the confusion

began, to the French camp, to endeavor to procure the guard agreed by

the stipulation ; but his application proving inefiectual, he remained there

till General Webb sent a party of troops to demand and protect him back

to fort Edward. But these unhappy occurrences, which would probably

have been prevented had he been left to pursue liis own plans, together

with the loss of bo many brave fellows, murdered in cold blood, to whose

(ralor be had been so lately a witness, made such an impression on his


