
NOTES AN0 ILLUSTRATIONS.:

the teftimony of thcori^inalJIsftoriaiiS) particularly o£

Gomara, -whom it appidars he had confulted, as he adop6»

fevefal of his expreflioi|»in this paflage* The pnmJhjiwn^

of Guatimozin is related by tho moft authentic of A»
Spanifli writers. Torquemada has extfa^led from a
hiftory of TezeucO) compofed' in the Mexican tongue» an

account of this tranfadion, more favourable to Guati-

mozin than that of the Spaniih authorvSv Mon. Indiana* i^

575. According to the Mexican account^ Cortes haif

fcarcely a fhadow of evidence to j^ify fuch a wanton

a£l of cruelty. B. Diaz affirm^^ that Guatimozin and

his fellbw-fufferers aflerted their iiihocoKe with their laft

breath, and that many of the Spanifh foldiers' condemned

this adion of Cortes as equally unneceflary and unjufi,

p. 200, b. 2oi» a.
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NOTE XGVI. p.. 40a.

rr^HE motive for uiidertaking this expedition, wa^ to

^ punifh Chrifloval de Olid, one of his officers, who
had revolted againft him, and aimed at eftablilhing

an independent jurifdi£lion. Cortes regarded this in-

furredion as of fuch dangerous example, and dreaded

fo much the abilities and popularity of its author, that

in perfon he led the body of troops deftined to fuppreft

it. He marched, according to Gomara, three thou-

fand miles, through a country abounding with thicR

foreils, rugged mountains, deep rivers, thinly inhabited,

and cultivated only in a few places. What he fufiered

from famine, from the hoftility of the natives, from the

climate, and from hardfhips of every fpecies, has nothing

in hiftory parallel to it, but what occurs in the adventures
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