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country, and important facts, than are to be found in any

production furnished by the press. Having traveled over

a greater extent of territory than any who had preceded,

and with the express object of exploring the condition of

the aboriginal population, this position can not be consid-

ered as assumed. Messrs. Lewis and Clarke passed the

Rocky Mountains under a governmental appointment to

explore the country, more than thirty years since, and their

published travels carry with them the evidence of candor

and intelligence, and contain much valuable information
;
yet

their opportunities l)eyond the mountains were somewhat

limited. They passed over the great chain of mountains

from the head waters of the Missouri between the 45*^ and

46° of north latitude, and came upon the head waters of the

Cooscootske, and followed that river to its junction with the

Lewis or Snake river, and then proceeded by water to the

Pacific ocean at the mouth of Columbia river, wintered

upon the south side of the bay, and early the following

spring returned to the mountains by the same route which

they pursued on their outward journey. All other persons

who have published any history of their travels beyond the

mountains, were persons engaged in the fur trade, and ma-

ny of their observations upon different sections of the coun-

try are just, but they are deficient in statistical information,

and their productions are mostly confined to personal adven-

tures, anecdotes of battles with Blackfeet or Crow Indians,

starvation, and hair-breadth escapes. Justice to the public

requires fidelity in the historian and traveler. It is not our

business to originate facts, but to record them. The license

given to poets, or writers of romance, cannot be tolerated
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