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I fhould have enlarged my oblervatlons, and been more minutely

attentive to a variety of objefts which were but curlbrily remarked

;

and qualified rayfelf, during every part of my Voyages, to have

given them all the interell they were capable of receiving, and

all the information ihcy were capable of producing. But without

endeavouring to deprecate criticifm by an affected humility, or

defying it by an unbecoming confidence, I lliall venture to exprefs

my hopes,— that this Volume will be found to contain information

ufeful to commerce, and inllru6tions which future navigators may

not difdain to confider ; that the following pages will afford fome

entertainment to men who are curious in examining the various

modes of human life ; and that there are many paffiges in them

which will heighten the feelings of thofe who " (it and think on

what a failor fuffers."

The Memoir on the China Trade, &c. mull fpeak for itfelf :

—

The Obfervations I have ventured to make on the podibility of a

North Well Paffage, muil alfo be fubmitted to the candid confidera-

tion of invelVigating minds.—It is, however, proper to add, that in

fupporting my opinion on that fubjeft, I have had occafional recourfe

to the corroborating arguments of Mr. Dalrymple, in his admirable

pamphlet on the Fur Trade, &c.

t

That every poffible attention has been employed to render this

Work, in fome degree, worthy ofthe public favour, will, I trull, appear
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