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physics. Fourier, n Frcncli pliilosophor, has done

much in ihis derailment of Knowloii^Mj. One of the

conclusions lie cstublislics is ilii^j*: ** TIioic arc three

states in which in;ilcri.il bodies exist; tliv) solid, liquid,

and gaseous." Foiiiiei proved thai when a sohd body
became incandcsecnl, iho light uliiidi it emits is pnla*

rizcclt that the hijht emitted by an i'iean;:ese,ent liquid,.

(as naolten iron) is hkc\vise/;oA//7:<;.7, and that the light

of incandescent gases is unpoi'irizcit. 'J'hese laels ;ue
true, whatever may be l!ie nature of the materials.

Here is a distinctiun est::bh'shed by this great natural
philosopher, between ihc Hghi emitt'd ('\ iiicaiide.sccnt

solids and liquids, and th.it emitted by f^'ciscs. This is

the contriijution from the Science ol' lleivt.

Now,iMr. Arago has, wiili mo.:^. beautiful sa;:acity,

availed himscii" ot' these tw(; lacis c:()n.,litiited by the
sciences of Light and Heat to deiei'mme the nature of
of the sun's aimospheie, 'i'his m:^' cuwly be done;
for since it is cstablibhed that i!;e ligiii i\um incandes-
cent solids and liquids in pohnizev^i, uli.K) that from
heated gases is not polarized, .-.ll . uit i;(ed bo done to.

determine this fjoint, is to fy ti:e cxj<e, imeiit, whether
the sun\s light h(2 2V'l'niz"(!'(u -no!. A-ano, l;y apply.
ing the usual WM^, funnd that it is not pn/anzaL
The conclusion, is ineviiaiju; ,is it is im))o' lant, is

that the surliiec of the sun js ccvcii.-J, n ,i [,v a solid' or
liquid, but by an (itmosrhcnt of /lame, lieie is ono of
the most beautified hi!e;ene(;s' e.er drawn irorn "tho
whole range of piiysics, and it i:; -siahlished bv the
aid of science, wiih all the CilirrrriM)'': OR a
MATHEMATICAL i)EMO.\:STKA TION.
Arago lias pn'ved ihcelore ihai the sun's atmos..

phere is au OCEAN OF FLAAIE,
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