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shape much that might otherwinn remuiu iu disconneoted form. It ia

probable that, with a well considerfd systern oi" record iu the Account-
aut's Braiii'h, the value of the Aunuiil Report for purposes of Depart-

mental reference, would not be what it is now, and certainly in its

curtailment much expense would be saved, not only iu the item of

printing, but in the cost of clerical preparation.

I mentioned in u previous part of this Report, the reasons for the

introduction into the IJritish Postal Estimates, as a special sub-head, ol

an amount for " Losses by default, &c.," so that 1 need do no more here

than refer to the 'tern as one which sound practice suggests should be

given a place in future Canadian Postal Estimates.

An examination of the British Postal Estimates discloses a prac-

tice iu regard to postage of Uovernmeut iJepartmeuts, differing from that

prevailing in Canada, where every Government Department asks Parlia-

ment (under Miscellaneous) to vote its postages*—in all, about $10,000

—and the Post UiKcc receives the beneht in the shape of revenue This

is held iu England to be illogiial and contrary to sound Parliamentary

finance, ou two grounds :

—

1. That Parliament should not be (tailed upon to vote; as expendi-

ture iu one Department, what will become revenue in another.

2. That Parliament should not be asked to vote the same amouut

twice over.

The lirst point requires no explanation. The second may be ex-

plained by illustration. For example :—Having already voted the sums
said by thi' Post Office to be necessary for all mail conveyance, Parlia-

ment, on cominu' to a vote, say in the Inland lievenue Estimates, for

postages (t. e., for provision for <;arrying the correspondence of the

Inland Revenue Department) would reply :
" No ; Parliament has

already voted all that the Post Uihce asked for mail conveyance."

A maxim of universal application throughout the Imperial Govern-

mi'ut Departments and an enunciation, in another form, of the same

principl)! is this : that any servi<e which one Department can render

another, falling within the range of its ordinary functions, shall be given

free of charge. Thus no (iovernment Departm nt pays its domestic or

even its Ibreign postage, or domestic telegrsims The Post Office sells

Inland Revenue stamps lor the Inland Revenue Department, and pays

army pensions for the War OlHce, without compensation. On the other

hand the Inland Revenue Department serves the Post Office by taking

control of the issue of Postage stamps to postmasters.

By the amount which other Departments pay the Canadian Post

Office for postage, thtTi- is clearly so much that is delusive in the State-

ments of Dominion G-ross Revenue on the one hand and Gross Expendi-

ture on the other, t

t*.

• Not to cover p()9la|j;e on puioly domestic mail matter, whicli is carried free, but charges on
matter fornnd from other countries.

t The pnyment hv the Post Office of •yil't.non per iiiinum to the DepHrtment of Railways and
Canals for po'stiil aervice pBrformeii bv the liiterrolonial Unilwnj in like niiiMner contributes to a
deluaire showing of Dominion Gross tteneipts and Expenditure in the Public Accounts.
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