
•218 SPANISH VOYAGES OF DISCOVER f.

m

if

the heavens and the earth, and one man and one woman, from
whom you, and we, and all the people of the earth were and
are descendants, procreated, and all those who siiall come
after us ; but the vast number of generations which have
proceeded from them, in the course of more than five thousand
years that have elapsed bliice Ihe creation of the world, made it

necessary that some oi' the human race should disperse in one
direction and some m another, and that they should divide

themselves into many kingdoms and provinces, as they could

not sustain and preserve themselves in one alone. All these

people were given in charge, by God our Lord, to one person,

named St. Peter, who was thus made lord and superior of all

the people of the earth, and head of the whole human lineage,

whom all should obey, wherever they might live, and whatever
might be their law, sect or belief ; he gave him also the whole
world for his service and jurisdiction, and though he desired

that he should establish his chair in Rome, as a place most
convenient for governing the world, yet he permitted that he
might establish his chair in any other part of the world, and
judge and govern all the nations. Christians, Moors, Jews,
Gentiles, and whatever other sect or belief might be. This
person was denominated Pope, that is to say, admirable,
supreme, father and guardian, because he is father and governor
of all mankind. This holy father was obeyed and honored as

lord, king, and superior of the universe by those who lived in

his time, and, in like manner, have been obeyed and honored
all those who have been elected to the Pontificate, and thus it

has continued unto the present day, and will continue until the
end of the world.

One of these Pontiffs of whom I have spoken, as lord of the

world, made a donation of these islands and continents, of the

ocean, sea, and all that they contain, to the Catholic kings of

Castile, who at that time were Ferdinand and Isabella of

glorious memory, and to their successors, our sovereigns,

according to the tenor of certain papers drawn up for the

imrpose, (which you may see if you desire.) Thus his majesty
is king and sovereign of these islands and continents by virtue

of the said donation ; and as king and sovereign, certain

islands, and almost all to whom this has been notified, have

received his majesty, and have obeyed and si-rved and do
actually serve hiip. And, moreover, like good subjects, and
with good-will, and witiiout any resistance or (Iclay, tlie

moment they were informed of the foregoing, they obeyed all

the religious men scut among them to preacii and teach our


