
18 TIIK MI.^SION OK TIIK ('()MF<)1{TF,U.

ti'oyed. For what is syuipiithy l)ut fcllow-rodinjj: witli ollior ^ufTcrors

in their ciKhii-iincc? The Hcdccmcd will love racli (»tii('r in Ilciivcn

bcciiusc ihcy hiiVi- all "coiiio out of ^rcat tribulation," and they lovo

Christ in Heaven hci-auso thts Spirit proceeded from the Father and

the Son to help them in their strujr^^les, not to Ibnre them into salvation.

They know they would never have rearhed that blessed shor<i without

liis constant aid, and yet there is u humble, healthful consciousness

within each heart of havin;^' not (bine violence to the <';:!entle breathin<;s

of ji'oodnes.~, of having made a vi<iorous and continued etlbrt, of havini^

cherished a life-Ion^' (h'siro, of havinji^ struck out with both hands

curuestly to r(>ach the wished-for shore.

We know thai even in lower thin<is, in schools, or contests for

earthly rewards, if jjri/ces ten times nion^ valuable were l)estowed

without ail ellori, they W(julil be valueless in the eyes of tho-io who
received them. And what meaniujj: wouhl those noble words have to

us, *• who for the Joy set Ixrfore llim endured the cross, despisin«r ibo

sliame, and is set (h)wn at the riyiit hand of the throne of (Jod; " and

aji'ain. " Jiut W(* see .b'sus for thi' sufVerin;.'s of death, crowned with

{rlory and honour;" if instead of bearing;' our cross after him, we were

lanih'd in Heaven without an effort, and had no need to raise an arm,

or maintain a strurylc to take us thither? So that the doctrine of

irresistible <4:race is foun(h'don a misconception of the whoU' nature of

man, and of the reward i)roper to man's nature, and on a misinter-

pnitation of all the passa<>es of Scripture Avhich describe the struy:<ile

and the success of man.

So, thou, as the o-racc of the Holy Spirit is resistible, as that bh>sscd

Person may be resisted, '•rieved, vexed, quenched, and his lijiht

kindled or ])ut out within us. we should see that we ])ut forth all the

powers and desires of our minds t() meet that jrentle motion, and to

fall in with its first suj^fj-estions. Nor are we to look for his o])eration

commonly, in a way imi)lyin,<^ violence, or sudden tiory impulses, that

take? the heart by storm, and leave no room for resistance. When the

Holy (Jhost first came down from Heaven. If was indeed "like a

mij^hly wind, that shook the house" where the Ajiostles were assembled;

for It was sent to ^ive evidence to unbelievers of a power that could

not be resisted, and to supi)ort w^eak and i)ersecuted believers in

the dischar<i;'c of their hiyh mission. But the miracle was never exactly

rejicated. not even in Ai)ostolic times, and the <,nft of tonp-nes has

since been withdrawn. W(? know, from the histoi-y of Elijah, that

not in the " pTeat and strong' wind which rent the mountains, and
brake in ])ieces the rocks." nor in the ** earth<|uake.'' nor in the " fire,"

but in the *' still small voice" of love, the Lord's presence was mani-

fested. So it is not for man to assemble his fellows, and pr(>scribe the

mai nier of the Spirit's operat ion. Now it is to be seen and felt; in

this way only; on those very benches, with those set expressious of


