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Hon. Lowell Murray (Leader of the Government and Min-
lister of State for Federal-Provincial Relations): Honourable
senators, 1 must observe that the government is outnumbered
by more than two to one in this chamber. If my bonourable
friend wjshes to bring forward a motion on behaîf of bis party
to refer a matter to a committee, I suspect that bie can do s0 in
the full confidence that sucb a motion wilI carry in this place. 1
have absolutely no objection to the Standing Senate Commit-
tee on Banking, Trade and Commerce convening to hear
witnesses from the drug industry or anywhere else on this
matter; no objection wbatsoever. The one plea that I made to
my friend yesterday was that hie try to do so at the least
possible cost, in view of the fact that the overall committee
budget bas been overspent by a rather considerable amount in
tbe present fiscal year.
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Senator Oison: 1 also have a supplementary question. whicb
is: Why doesn't the minister answer the question? 1 did nlot ask
him whether or flot we could bring forward a motion and have
it passed by this kind of majority. 1 asked him if be would
support such a motion, because we have the evidence that
there has been something of a deviation from a pledge or an
undertaking that was given to the committee. Why doesn't hie
answer the question? 1 have asked bim four times now. We
want to know wbetber the people in goverriment are going to
support the Senate's getting down to finding out what the
excuse is for exceeding these price increases.

Senator Murray: Honourable senators, 1 have already stated
quite clearly that 1 have no objection to sucb an initiative on
the part of the Senate, but the honourable senator, as an
experienced parliamentarian and former minister, should know
that it would be very imprudent of me to sign on, in advance,
to a motion that bas not yet been drafted, much less presented
in this bouse.

Senator Oison: 1 can tell my honourable friend that there
are several hundred tbousands, and perhaps even millions, of
Canadians who would like to know where the government
stands on this issue, and 1 am giving hlm an opportunity to
state that, but, if hie chooses not to, then we will bave to wait.

GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE
PROVINCIAL PARTICIPATION AT MEETING

Hon. Allan J. MacEachen (Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, 1 bave a very low-key question!

Some Hon. Senators: Hear, bear!
Senator Argue. Watch out!
Senator MacEachen: It bas to do with the information that

a number of provincial ministers have been designated to
participate in a particular meeting of the GATT. My recollec-
tion is that there are four such ministers. 1 know the Minister
of lndustry from Nova Scotia was one of those chosen.

1 wonder how the selection was made. Did provincial gov-
ernments decide among themselves who would go, or was it a
designation by the Government of Canada?
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Hon. Lowell Murray (Leader of the Goyernment and Min-
ister of State for Federal-Provincial Relations): Honourable
senators, 1 cannot answer that question fully. 1 would expect
that the Governments of British Columbia, Ontario and
Quebec would be the other tbree provincial goverfiments
invoîved. Certainly Ontario and British Columbia are most
concerned with the issue that is being discussed.

There have been discussions with aIl of the provinces relat-
ing to the proposed GATT ruling and to the attempt the
governiment is making to negotiate a settlement of the issue.
Discussions have been held with ail provinces on that matter.
Whether the four provinces were designated by the federal
goverfiment or selected by the ten, 1 just do not know.

ANSWERS TO ORDER PAPER QUESTIONS

PUBLIC WORKS
CONTRACTS AWARDED IN PROVINCE 0F NEWFOUNDLAND

Question No. 27 on the Order Paper-By Hon. Jack
Marshall:

I 3th August 1987-What is the list of contracts award-
ed by Public Works Canada for the years 1984-85 and
1985-86 in tbe Province of Newfoundland by federal
district under (a) location of contract; (b) successful
tender with namne of Company; and (c) amount of
contract?

Reply by the Minister of Public Works:
Insofar as Public Works is concerned:

1. See Annex A for the year 1984/85.
2. See Annex B for the year 1985/86.

Construction Contracts Awarded During 1984/85
Valued Under $10,000.00. 688-$1,563,93 1.00

Construction Contracts Awarded During 1985/86
Valued Under $ 10,000.00. 164-$252,086.00

Annex "A"
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED

DURINO 1984/85 VALUED AT
$10,000 AND MORE
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Gooseberry Cove

Whitbourne

Catalina

Breakwater
Penny Roads Builders Ltd.

Breakwater Wharf
Straight Shore Construction Ltd.

Rewiring Repairs.
Painting, New Flag Pole,
CPC Building
Frank Gregory Ltd.

Recap Pavement on Parking Lot
Concord Paving Ltd.

$ 576,350

$ 359,855

$ 10,265

$ 10,400
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