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that fhey are not f0 close that inortgage ta
wbich li e bon. Secretary of Stafe bias refer-
red, for twvelve inontlis, on the ground that
'they want f0 give the owners of the bridge
an opportunity of paying off flic mortgage
and talzing possession of it as owners. In the
future, l case tlie National Transcontinental
Railway gocs to Fredericton, and crosses
thaf bridge, it may possibly be of some value.
The object of flint amnelnment made ii tlie
House of Commons givîng the power f0 thie
government f0 close the mortgage finaliy lit
the end of twelve montlis and take posses-
sion of ftic bridge, wvas to prevent fthc owniers
of the bridge lit somne future period, should
flic goverilnenf fake possession of if
without foreclosure, comlpelling ftic govern-
ment to aceount for the receipts dur-
lnig tie period it was in thlir possession.
We kniow l Ontario whnt the law is lu
respect f0 mortgages. The orig-inal Bill ns

nor the o.id whicb it bias received from the
Dominion governmeut, the local government
and the ununicipalities. When this ques-
tion was flrst mooted. a month ago I asked
the Secretnry of State if lie would endeavour
to obtain the Information which would be
necessary to enable this House to deai witb
a question of fthe kind. Noue of that Infor-
mation has been laid before parliament. No
one knows what the original cost was, what
subsidies were given in aid of It, or what
state the road is lu at the present moment.
M1y information is, as I have already stated,
fromn engineers, that it would require af
lenst $4,000 per mile f0 put it in running
order. Then tliere ks another point we
ouglit to know before the road is purchasecl.
Wbiat is fthe weight of the rails laid on flInt
road ? Perhaps fthc hon. member for Rothie-
Say conld fell us.

Hlon. Mr. DOMVILLE-1 do not know.

- nom ç n o î . . lon. Sir 'MACKENZIE BOWELL-I have
Tbe lion. member for Hnamilton poinfed out been fold fliaf the weight of thlose rails Is
flie difficulties in wbicli fthe governmcent onlv fifty-slx pounds to tbe yard.
miglit be Iuvolved lu fthe future In case tue
bridge should become a valuable property, Hon. Mr. DOMVILL-I sbould judge
and a demand be made upon fthe government about that.
for a stafement of receipts and expenditures. Hon. Mr. DANDURAND-Tbey are over
Under the law, fbey would bave a riglit f0 sîxfy pounds.
demand that they should account for fhem.
If wis pointed out, and if is a grave ques- Hon. Sir MACKCENZIE BOW EL.-If tliey

tion-at lensf s0 some legal gentlemen say- are fi fty-six -pouuds to tbe yard, whaf does

as f0 wbether flie Dominion lins a riglif to flint mlean ? Lt means a re-railinig of flie

go even flint far In assumuing tic owvnersbip) wbolc rond.

of flie bridge. However, tbnt Is not n point lion. Mr. DO'MVILLE-Nof necessarily.
fliat wve need discuss now. If I amn wroug, lion. Si MACKENZIE BOWELL-Does
the bon. gentleman will put nie riglif. ayoyspoetittehiyeg so

Hon. Mr. DOM-%VLLLE-Tbie riglif of fore- flie Infercolonial Railway, of -whicb thîs is

closure exisfs under the Acf wifliouf golingý to form a irancb, and file bcavy tratlic if

f0 flie court. is expcctcd -will mun over it, will lie safe on
rails weigbing fifty-six pounids f0 tbe yard ?

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOW14LIL-Yes,, Every cbange on tbe Infercolonial Railwau'
we are f0 give now $800,000 for a property lias beeîî to increase ftie wcight of rails in
whicb is certaialy not worfli that sum. if order tbat tiîey mny do tbe business of the
tlnf lie a paying rond, ns if lias been repre- rond more rapidly, and the englues upon if
senfed, flien flic owuers would not lîe likely are very large and powerful. WVo knlow
to part ivitli it. Tbey have been trying for tiat fromn fbe large esfiiînntes tlinf have licen
yenus and ycars to seli that rond to fthe gov'- votcd by parliament for thaf purpose, se
emnînent. Tbe information fliaf 1 have to- tîîat we are really buying a coînparntively
day is flint competent engineers bave beeni w'orn-ont rond, and involving the country
over tbat road and their report is flint if in liuotber licnvy expendifure. 1 venture to
ýwilI cost aft lcnsf $4,O00 per mile to put if ia prèdict that instead of $800,000, flic rond
a proper shiape for lise. 'Firnu. ini additioa, I will cost before if is la a position to make
to that, we have no stafîsfics fo show wlint if up te fthe standard of flic Intercoloniai
thie enrning-s or cosf of tbe rond have been, Rnilwny a couple of million dollars. 1 do

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE B130W'ELL.
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