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Government Orders

fâcther, as 1 juct said. By taking smaii cteps frora Parliament to
Parliament, we may eventually reach our goal.

[Englihl

Mr. KeIth Martin (Esqulialt-juan de Fuca): Mr. Speak-
er, it is a pleasure 10 speak today on amendments to the
Lobbyists Registration Act.

The primary reason for changing the actisl to ensure that
decision making is donc with transparency and under public
scrutiny. We are trying ta ensure that lobbyists are going to truly
represent the people and flot special interet groups. 1 applaud
thc governmcnt for making thece changes to the Lobbyists
Registration Act.

Historically, lobbyists bave wiclded enormous power. Their
numbers are not incignificant; they have grown from over 800
two years ago to corne 944 as of Marci of this ycar. They have
often operated ini a secretive fashion and not, I belicve, ini the
bes interests of the public. Il is unfortunate their power has been
so significant becauce they do not necessarily represent the
ilient majority this country bas. It is something the people of

Canada have often feit powerless ta engage in.

These individuals run their agendas through gcvernment,
often pcddling their influence te, certain groupe. As 1 caid
before, it is Dot necessarily in the public interet that they
prevail. It le wise to looki at corne of the changes this act
pravides.

The proposed legisiation tabled tcday ie aimed at rcstoring
publie confidence in thec decisian making process. As part of its
cornmitment ta ensure that niciners of Parliament are given a
greater raIe ini drafting legislation, the governinent intends to
send tlie bill ta, cammittee befère second rcading as pcrmitted
under thie standing orders. 1 applaud theii. nmn in doing
this because it makie te. proces more open ta ail parties.

Registration Act by increasing th~e tasre o lobbying
activitie dircct.d ai the federal goerunent and by increasing
the pawer of te newiy employed ethics. couneellor ta investi-
gâte complainte about lobbying activitice. The amenduicits
foilow thie rocommendatlone of tihe Standing Committee an
Consumer and Coiporate Affaire and Qavernuent Qperaticne
requiring ail lobbyitst ta reveal moe about tiieir projects.

Consulting lolibyists vii. act on behalf of clients woîxld lie
requirei to file more seciflc inoraion of teir underakings.
Rigiit nov they dicoeoniy the. general ujc mater of their
lcbbying campelgns. Undor thie bill tey would have ta report
the. frflowiny: te. sp.ciflc subject matter of teir icbyig

to lie contacted; Uic techniques thcy will use; anq
beneficiarice of their efforts.

Under thc current act in-.house lobbyists -who
companies or organizations need file oniy busines:
formation. Under Ibis bill thcy wihl be required to f
year spccific information including Uic following: a d
of who Uieir employer represents and the employer'
business; Uic specific subject malter of their lobbyi,
thec ame of each department or government institu
contacted; the techniques to be used; and the nai
employees who, engage in lobbying.

Ail lobbyists would have to inform Uic registrar of
within 30 days of thc termination or change of actil

16(030)

Lobbyists that do not îdhiere to thece rules can
of a criminal offence and fined up tc, $25,000- It
note that these penalties are often xaissing i
registration acts in the United States.

This act is a leader in North American an(
nations becauce il gives corne teeth ta Uic ici tixi

Vother countries. It alco provides for the ability
enforce the act.

Thc legisiation tabicd today aisa provides
counselior wouid dcvelop in consultation 'witJ]

lolibyisie code of conduct and investigate cc
lobbying activities that run couniter to Uic codi
mmli. a public repart cf the recuits of any inve1
are aIl ln kceping with the transparency I menti'
can only ha applaudcd.

With the. legielation te. government intendi
lobbyists cannai exercise the undue influence 1
past. Tii. primary reason for rcvamping the Lob
tion Act wili ensure, as 1 said beforc, (liat de.
donc wilh transparency and undcr public ctl
casure that lolibyiet representations arc made vc
techniques they use arc made vcry obviaus tC
cerned.

Tiiere are saine amendments that ve neod ID
ethics counseilor le available ta thc Prime Min
gate cabinet ministers. We believe it should bý
around. lnatead te Prime Minieter should be
ethics coumoileor foir iii... Investimations. The

intiuence.
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