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Students, especially those who work away from school and
home, develop personal skills such as independence and time
management. Co—op students are also given the opportunity to
acquire vital contacts with employers. Out of 37 co—ops graduating
from UNB this year, only five are still searching for a job.

Most non co-op students only begin the job hunt on graduation.
The most immediate and tangible benefit from the co—op program
is financial. The program funds the students’ educations with little
or no assistance required. The students of UNB ask our government
to encourage the development of co—op programs.
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[Translation)

PATENTED DRUGS

Mr. Yves Rocheleau (Trois—Riviéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Liberals’ insistence at the beginning of this session on amending
the legislation on patented drugs is hard to explain from an
economic point of view. In fact, the Patented Medicine Prices
Review Board announced this week that patented drug prices fell
by nearly 0.5 per cent in 1994.

Since 1987, when the legislation came into force, patented drug
prices have risen an average of only 2.1 per cent, below the rate of
inflation, while drug prices generally rose an average of 7.5 per
cent. In other words, generic drugs were the ones to increase
significantly in price.

In addition to containing their prices, manufacturers of patented
drugs invested $561 million in research and development last year,
which is more than they are committed to do. The Liberals should
stop harassing a major industry that has a considerable impact on
the economies of Quebec and Canada.

[English]

FREE VOTES

Mrs. Daphne Jennings (Mission—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, after the 1993 election, my party asked if I would take on
the responsibility of dealing with the issue of parliamentary
reform. I quickly came to the conclusion that the main issue was
freer voting. It is not just the situation where the leaders of the
government side would declare a particular bill the subject of a free
vote, but the situation where parties allow dissent to occur, true
dissent on particular government bills, bills that form part of the
government program.

It was the opinion of those involved in the writing of the
McGrath report in 1985 and those who sat on the House manage-
ment committee in 1993 that dissent should be allowed to be
expressed without fear of retaliation by the leadership of the
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political party concemed. Both groups believe the expression of
dissent would make the House a healthier place.

I am pleased to see that members on both sides of this House are
beginning to express themselves in dissent. However, in order for
freer voting to occur, the fear of reprisals by party leadership must
disappear. I hope the leadership on the government side will
respect the dissent that has been expressed as a healthy part of our
democratic system and that no reprisals will come to those
expressing dissent.

PROFESSIONAL HOCKEY

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I
would like to draw the attention of the government to the fact that a
ruling from Revenue Canada is being sought with respect to the
deal that has been arranged to save the Winnipeg Jets.

What has been sought from Revenue Canada and which may not
have been received yet is a ruling which would have the effect of
making the millions of dollars that are being donated toward the
purchase and the saving of the team for Winnipeg as a charitable
donation.

It seems to me given all the other things that are happening in
this country that hockey, particularly professional NHL hockey, is
not a charity. I would like to see the team stay in Winnipeg, but I do
not want to see a precedent set whereby professional hockey is
regarded as a charity for tax purposes. I think that would be an
awful precedent and an awful injustice.

FEDERAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT BANK

Mr. Pat O’Brien (London—Middlesex, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
since its inception 50 years ago, the Federal Business Development
Bank has addressed the needs of Canada’s small and medium sized
businesses. This institution has continually adapted its operations
to meet constantly changing political, social and economic cli-
mates. However, once again the time for significant change has
come.
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That is why the business leaders of London—Middlesex are
applauding the business development bank of Canada act which
was recently tabled. The proposed act would not only allow the
present bank to change its name, it would also allow it to evolve
and to expand its programs and services to meet today’s require-
ments.

At present, we must adapt to the realities of the new global
economy, an economy which in large part sees entrepreneurs along
with small and medium sized businesses charged with the responsi-
bility of promoting economic growth and job creation.



