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members have ever paid visits to institutions;
yet it w-as one of the cardinal principles of
magna charta that the people sbould take a
large part in tbe administration of justice.

The time bas corne when w-e should bave
some real law reform. I bave urged a con-
solidation of the criminal code, and that a
legal comrnittee should be set up so as to
save the time of the bouse rnany days and
weeks in the discussion of various legal bis.
There are many other matters to xvbicb 1
miglit refer at this time, but ne doubt an
opportunity will be given later on.

I appreciate wbat the present Minister of
Justice bias done, and commend these sug-
gestions to his consideration. Surely wben we
can waste $60,000 to $70,000 in the trial of one
person cbarged witb murder, w-e should bave
sorne new method of checking up on these
motor disasters on the bigliways, particularly
at level crossings, as w-cIl as drownings, and
tires in old bouses, and witbi respect to such
other matters I bave placed hefore the house.
but the consideration of wbici lias been
delayed because of the w-ar.

Mr. HACKETT: How rnany judges,' wbose
appointrnents are rnade by tbe federal goverfi-
ment, bave been engaged in duties outside
tbeir statutory duties in the past year? If w-e
could bave the figures for the last three or
four y ears, they w-ould lend point te w-bat I
w-îsb to say.

Rigbit Hon. L. S. ST. LAURENT (Minister
of Justice) I ar n ot in a position te git e pro-
cise information on tbe peint, because fre-
quently requests are made to judges hy pro-
vincial authorities to engage in sorne activities
w-bicli are flot within tbieir normal judicial
iluties, and cencerninig whicbi ne information
cornes to the Department of Justice. Thie
lion. member will realize, of course, that the
Minister of Justice is not an inspecter of tbe
courts of justice in the provinces.

The federal goverrnent makoes the appoint-
ment of judges, pays tlieir salaries, and pre-
-,umies thev are carrving on their duties in a
proper manner until information is received
oflicially to the contrarx-. During the period
of w-ar there bave been rnany occasions on
whichi it w-as found neeessary te ask judges to
,jerforrn duties which would net norrnally faîl
xihin tbeir judicial activities. That seerns
eo be inevitable. At tirnes there are certain
.bings w-hich cannot be dealt witb througb
the ordinary processes of the courts, but w-hicb
mnust be considered by persens liaving judicial
temperarnent and sncb detachrnent from
ordinary business, prefessional or political
purs-ý,uits as is required te inspire confidence in
tbese w-ho happen te ho interested in the issues
dealt with.

[Mr. Clhurch.]

I think thore are at present about fifteen
judges w-hio are deing some w-ork that is eut-
side the performance cf their ordinary duties.
Ev-oct lion. member knews that there are
tw-o from tbe Supreme Court cf Canada W-ho
have~ been for a cunsiderable time now, mucb
longer than I thouglît at the outset it would
requiro. engaged on the royal commission in-
vestigating the leakage cf information frorn
the departments cf the Canadian gevernrnent.
There izý one of the judges of the court of
king's boncb in Quebec Who is absent in
Japan as a member of the international court
trv ing w-ar crimes against the personnel cf
the alliod armies. Twc judges cf the bigb
court. ene of Nova Scotia and one cf Alberta,
have been for sorne time investigating the
ceaI situation. The Minister cf Labour an-
nouinccd te the bouse to-day that Mr. Justice
Richards cf the court cf appeal cf Manitoba
lbad been int ited and had agreed. te try te
bring together the eniployers and the em-
plovees engaged in the operatien cf inland
shipping. Mr. Chief Justice Sîcan bias just
succeeded in bringing together the operaters
and tîtrir empîcyces in the forest industries
cf ]3ritisli Columbia, and I may add that hie
si oins te be particularly fitted te do that w-ork
beovause hoe h.d heen doing for serne tirne
previc usly int estigational w-ork in forestry
for the gcvernmnent of British Columbia. A
judatgi of the higli court of 'Net a Scotia pre-
sided for quite a long time cx or the national
w-ar labour board but bas now returned te bis
judicial dutios. A judge of the appeal divisiîon
cf the court of Alberta icted as chiairman cf
the labour relations boardl but bias since re-
tuîrncd te bis judicial duties.

During tîte administration cf the selective
setieregulations there w-e-I w-euld net

venture te say how inany-, but several judges
W-ho were acting as ebairman cf the selective
service boards. That w-as net a normal part
of their functiers but it was the kind cf
tbing that seemed necessary to bav e donc by
a mnember cf the juîdicitry.

I think it w ould ho fair to say that cf the
total nuinher cf juîdges administering justice
in Cmniada during the w-ar peried and perhaps
et en at the pr-osent time there w-euld. ho as
main- as fifteen wlho w ere doing ether things
than their ordinary Judicial w-ork.

Mr. HACKETT: Mr. Chairman, I arn net
of ilioe w-ho beliet-e that a îiîle may never
stîffer anv exception, but 1 arn speaking cf a
practice cf long standing which bias becorne
peculiarli- disturbing b ' the frequency cf its
recuirrence, that cf appcinting judges te the
performance cf tasks cutside their judirial
office. In itý less reptîgnant forms, judges
bav-e been qppointed to comxmissions, te re-


