
War Appropriation

We m-ould like to find out why there is such
a scarcity of pants for us w~hile the recruits
are able ta be dressed iu sucli a manner. XVe
w ould like vcry much the cool)eratjon of the
Guelphi .bily Mfercury by publishing this letter
and letting the people know 1mw we are being
dressed as comipared w ith tb'e soldiers back
home.

So if you would be s0 kifl( as to find out wby
we ccu't gct any more clothes from home, we
certainly ivill be very mueli obiiged to you aiid
3 our paI)er for the kiiid assistanîce iii this
inatter. So let us kuow at your carliest possible
convenieuce. Our returu adIdress je:

The Boy s of "C" 'Jroop
I ah Battery

l2th Field Regt.,
Eugland, Alarcli 25,

R.C.A. Canadian Ariny Overseas.
1 should hc glad if the minister is now in

a position ta give an answer.

Mr. RALýSTONi: This is the first complaint
I have ever beerd of or reeeived with regard
ta dress or clothing in England. Within the
lest two weeks I received word frorn General
McNaughton with particular regard ta the
quality of the battle-dress issued over there,
which is Canadien made; two suits of battie-
dress arc allowed. 1 do nlot understand what
the yaung men say about the difficulty af
getting a second pair of trousers. 1 arn
quite satisfied that-I was going ta say,
somnething bas slipped down-

Mr. REID: Give them kilts.

Mr. RALSTON: I am sure that
ho the odd case. I shaîl certainly
it; and shahl even ask England
Troop, 16th Battery, R.C.A.

this must
look into
about C

Mr. MacINNIS: During the rather long
time that the Department of 'National
Defence bas heen under review, I do not
believe I bave said anything. Most of the
matters I waulml have raised and the ques-
tions I would have csked were raised or
csked by someone olse, and I n'as satisfied
wîtb the minister's replies.

However, just hefore the bouse adjournod
an Friday lest the hiou. membor for Vancouver
South raised two points in tlîis discussion
which wnt bcyond c mere asking for infor-
mation and dealt with questions of military
policy. Wbien the minister suggested that
the hon. member seemed ta think only of
one of Cenada's coasts as being in danger,
the lion. member rcmarked that ho repre-
sented a Vancouver or a caast coustituency
and feît that, becauso of that, ho sbould be
more concerned n'itb the west caast. I also
represent a west coast constituency, but I
would not n'ish ta have it supposed that,
because I have not stressed defence matters,

[Mr. Gladstone.]

I am. not concerned with the defenceofa
cither coast or with Canada's wbale war
effort. I do nlot want the hon. member for
Vancotuver South ta feel that, 1 arn criticizing
him. if I disagree wîth him. I realize that he
bas far more experience with militcry affairs
than I bave. But ho raised a question of
general policy. What ho said ivas this, as
reported in Hansard, page 2066.

It seemns ta m:e the comimittee woul(l ho well
edvised et this stage ta fry to get c broad
picure of Ceuadian army ectivitios bathi cbrocd
aud at homne.

While I may flot know very much about
the dcizails of military operations, 1 tbink
I have about as much grasp as the average
persan of what the broad principles are, and
I must admit that what the hon. member
for Vancouiver South said on Friday dis-
turbed me greatly.

First ho meutioned tbat we must avengo
Hong Konug. I thiuk that is a bcd approach
ýta Canada's war effort. Thon he said that we
mauat build up an army af the Pacifie which
waould be chle ta fight an its awn, fight by
itself. It scems ta ine that that does not fit
i .nto the strategy of this war, because there is
notbiug clearer than that Canada caunot flght
on bar awn.

Mr. GREEN: On a question of privilege, I
cm sure the bon. member for Vancouver East
wotild nlot iiîipreet me intentionally. Per-
hcps I did not make mysoîf elear. What I
mecut was that there sbould ho a complote
army-nat. that it should figit- by itself,
but that it should ho an crmy rather than a
group af detacbments ta defend the cocst.

Mr. MacINNIS: I meutioned wben I began
,that I baped the lion. membar for Vancouver
Sotuth wauld not interpret my remnarks as a
criticisma in the senso in which criticismn in this
chamber is generally reg-arded. But the wards
wbich I quated are defiuitely the words ho
used; ho mentioned an armiy which would be
chIe ta fight on its awn, fight by îtself.

I tbiuk I have previausly painted aut the
enarmotîs amount of equipmont which would
ho required if Canada wore ta lecd au offensive
,war on the Pacifie, sud what. I said at that
timo bolds good to-day. No mattor what
impression may ho mcde Iocally by whct au
hon. member ýmay say, we shauld keep the
goueral situation cearly in mi. W~e should
make it clear and I tbink it needs to bo mcde
clear in Cauada, bocause of the feeling in
somo parts cf the country-that we are en-
gaged in a world war, a war in which practically
the wbale world is fightiug the axis pawors.
That fact is as important in its application to
one of Canada's coasts as it is to the other.
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