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charwomen wlio arc cntploycd from 6.30 ar.
te 9 arn. The room was enlargcd by puling
a partition clown wliich turned it int a comn-
fortable place for the eonstables who ferm our
protretive staff.

Whiist thop mci n ploYcd in tbe Srergcant-
at-Arms service liad to puit up with unsanitary
premnis(-s and, in so( cases, chiefs were mixed
with their mcn, sce cral of our best offices in
the fi-ont part of bic. ground floor were eccu-
pied by translators w ho did nlot bclong to the
I{ouse of Commons but w ere under tLe author-
ity and, pay of the Si cretary of State. We
couii flot keep thein on our prernises when
we Lackcd office space, for our own men. After
long, discussions and dîifficulties, we finally
succecedd in arranging that thcy sbould take
a building in lowcr town. This removal gave
us sufficnt space for the offices of the chief
constable, the elrk of equiprnnt, the chief
messenger, the ebief of the c1eaning service
and tlic typist attachied te the miscellaneous
services of the horrse. We were able to supply
suitable promises for dte British United Press
whichi is now comfortablv Loused near the
door opposite flic post office. We also fur-
nishief goofi promises to the ong-inoors assigned
te the parliament, building by thc Departnient,
of Publie Works.

The cafeteria eould riot aecoinmodate the
increascri nuinber of custoinrs who were
patronizing it. We liad another partition
pulled dow n. incrcasing space. and wo took:
over thc wcst endi of flie fifthi floor corridor
on thre norbîr zide, thus nraking- tle cafeteria
double in ýýizc, and better vcntilated. This is
one of the bcst improvernents made in the
building durin.g tire last two ycars.

No special promises liad ev or been set aside
for tLe conimitteo reporters who had managed
to socure desk roomn in small offices where
thcy found it alînost impossible to perform
their officiai dutios. They needed space flot
only for thomselves but also for tlîe typists
who copied their reports and for the em-
ployoes wiio preparod mimeograpbed copies
sent te membors of the house. Their work is
very strenmus and important. We succeeded
in allottîng to blîcm two offices with a large
room ýbotwcen blîem, and for the first time
they were enablod to pcrform their duties
under workable conditions.

The Speakers' portraits were scattered in
the large dining roomn of the 6th floor, in roomn
268 and in seme officers' offices. The greatest
number were in the north corridor of the
main floor but they bad been placed without
any attention to the dates of the Speakers'
terms of office. Moreover, the very expensive
frames of these portraits badly needed to be
cleaned and repaired. That work was done

[Mr. Speaker.]

aind this gallery of portraits was placed in
accorclance te seniority from the log-islative
asscmblv of 1792 te the last parliament w'bich
sat until 1940.

Other improvemonts of miner importance
were also mado but mention of the above is
sufficiont te show that the Heuse of Commons

inow working in botter condition thau ever
bof ore.

In tire report submitted te me it bas been
statcd that my own office oxpenses are the
lowost during tho past 40 years. I have
ondeax oured te practice retrenchments with-
eut causiog bardship or imipairing the service
of the bouse. The staff Iia,ý been reduied by
sixty-one persons bath permanent and tempor-
ary. The promises occupied by the Sergeant-
at-Arms branch have been improved and
ordi r and dis~ciplino Lii s eren establi-.iîd in

alI tire branches of the lieuse of Commens
service. Our expenses are matters of routine
mapped out beforehand and paid aimost auto-
inaticaiiy. Wben vacancies oecur tiîey are
filoed by promotions or changes within the
staff. Tho accountant is always in close co-
operation witb the comptrolier of the treasury
and sinco, 1940 1 arn informed that ne pay-
monts or oxpenditures bave been the subject
of lotters from the auditor general.

On the wliole I would say that the affairs of
tue house are conducted with care and
cconomy and further retrenchments can be
macle. In these further reductions I will have
t o a sk t1b c oc pela tion of t he nie rbers of thle
iîoîse. au coperation which I meust bore say 1
bave received in a measure far exceeding my
expectations.

I cao oniy report on the affairs of the flouse
of Commons. It would net, I think, be proper
for me te make any suggestion te the Senate
whieb is autonomous and has a staff of its
own, independent of ours and under the
authority of its own Speaker. It has been
suggested that there be only one reading room,
one post office, une barber shop. et cotera, for
botir bouses of trarliamnent, ami aIl 1 cati sayý,
and 1 t hinik thli house wouid wisli me te say it.
stuai. 1 wîli giadly woeomc consultation and

agreement on desirable ecenomies, witb the
Senate.

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT 0F CANADA
3.39. Administration of solijer settienient andi

British fainîiiy settlement, $571,858.

Mr. QUELCH: I shouid like to say a few
words regarding soldier sottiement in connec-
tien with the last war. I believe mest hon.
members feel the committee made a pretty
good job of dealing wjth the bill that looks
aftor the soldiers of this war. I ame sorry I
cannot feel that we have deait as satisfactorily


