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Mr. BLAIN. Is the quantity of mail mat-
ter going by the Canadian route increasing
or decreasing ?

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. I think it is about stationary, that
is to say, relatively.

Mr. TAYLOR. I think the minister was
to bring down a statement showing the
arnounts we paid to the American boats and
to the Canadian boats.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. What we pay to the Canadian
boats does not come ini my departnent.
What is paid to the American boats, I un-
derstand, is so iuch per pound. It is fixed
by the Postal Convention.

Mr. TAYLOR. Some one ought to know
how much we pay per year for carrying the
mails via New York.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. If my hon. friend wants that in-
formation, I will ask the Postmaster Gen-
eral to make a note of It and bring it down.
For what year does the bon. gentleman
want the information ?

Mr. TAYLOR. For this year or any year.
The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-

MERCE. The weight of letters despatcbed
via New York was 92,530 pounds. The
weight of other matter was 663,000 pounds.
About one-seventh part goes by the Cana-
dian route and about seven times as much
goes by way of New York.

Mr. BLAIN. Has the mail matter going
by way of New York increased or decreased
in volume ?

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. Speaking from recollection, I
think they maintain about the saine ratio
from time to time.

Mr. TAYLOR. The riglt bon. gentleman
bas not got the cost ?

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. No, that is wolily a matter con-
cerning the Post Office Department.

Mr. BLAIN. I think the right hon. min-
ister should give the comittee a state-
ment of the different negotiations that vere
entered into by this government in respect
to the fast Atlantic steamship service.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. I have already stated wJsiat was
doue.

Mr. BLAIN. The right lion. gentleman
bas stated what was doue with the last
contract. I an asking the right lion. gen-
tleman to give the committee a statenent
of the different negotiations, correspondence,
&c., that were engaged in by this gov-
ernment since they came into office in 1896
up to the present time-just briefly ; I do
not ask for a detailed statement. I would

like the right lgn. minister to give us a
statemuent as to the amount of money that
lias been expended for negotiating the differ-.
eut services that have not matured since
they came into office.

The MINISTER OF TRADE ANID COM-
MERCE. I may answer the last question
first by saying that I do not thiîk auy
anouit of money bas been expendefil
negotiating for the fast service. The only
amont of money that bas been brougbt
into question in regard to tUe matter bas
been the $50,000 which vas deposited by
Messrs. Petersen, Tate & Company and
afterwrds returned, or to be returned by
vote of tbis fouse. As to tbe progress of
these uiegotiations it bias hen brielly this
A couple of propositions were made lu 1896
to the late goverurneut, but nether f tsei
came wvitii tle forn w of a regular tender.
After waiat Mr. Petersen, as tbe comnit-
tee is nware, proposed to give te service
required for $750.000, $500,000 to biey pai
by us and $2.50,000 by tbe imperial goverui-
ment. Tbe negotiations were spred over
n peruod of tbree years, buf as lion. geth-
tlemen ire aware tUe Boer war took place
and the cost of the construction of smipping
weut up to scb a figure as to reuder it
prctically impossible 0 make any bargaid
bt ail. Since tnt there bave been no ne-
gotiations except tbose witho wice tbe
flouse is acquainte and wbic are con-
taine n tUe papers that were laid on tbe
Table the otber day, n having referene
fe the two tenders submtted by tUe Messrs.
Allan and by another company.

Stearn service between Hanifax, St. John's,
Newoundland an Liverpool, froi July 1, 1903
to June 30. 1904. $20,000.

The MINISTER 0F TRADE AND) COM-
tMERCE. This is the usual vote wicb we
Tab-e been giviug for several years for tbis
service. The vessels sai once every 17
days. 'fli present contrat is with Fur-

ness, intby & Conpany.
Steam service between St. John at Glasgow

during wiuter of 1903-4, $7,500.

AIr. CLARKE. Wbat is tbat for

The MINISTER OF TRADE ANI) COM-
IERCE. This is for tes round trip dur-

iug tee winter beteu St. Jobu as lias-
gow. Thes is performed by tbe Messrs.
Donalson, of Glsgow, represent tef by the
Robet Retord Company, .f Montreal. We
darn tem only $750 n tp 00 they give
a fortnigtly service. Rpresetations have
been made from the mercbiants oufd tise
pieople using fuis service to tUe effect tiiot
tMEis is a growing rrade aun tbey are very
mixions to obta a weekl service in place
of a fortnightly service furing the wiuter.
Probably we will have tr sulinit n further
sumn lu te supplemeîtary estsnates for
poubling the service. but I eff ut present
ony asking the regular vote wbicm bas been
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