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ed for their whole political Ilfe since their gentleman and the Solleitor General cannot
majorIty in this country? occupy the same chair in this respect, be-

Why, Sir, the more you look into this cause the Solleitor General declares ln the
thing the more monstrous-and I use the first place that lie would like-and Is only
word advisedly-it seems to be. And what considering the method-to remove the grlev-
Is it done for ? For a mere theory and to ance as to the white voters., and if the local
get rid of a delleate and dIfficult piece of legislatures does not do what is right, we
business. thei making of a franchise wlch will step in and reform the case to such an
shall be properly applicable to Éie viole extent as it is wrong. But, Sir. what about
Dominion a.ni1 yield general satIsfaction. the independence and self respect of this
These er-ntlemen can tear down the pre- 'body. when we look out upon seven different
ceding franchise law-they love to do that. provinces, and find these provinces working
And they knew all about it then. But, Sir, 'fantastle changes with the franchIse, chan-
It is a difficult thIng. after they have torn ges dictated by party spirit or by what they
it down, to construet an edifice as good or may consider good principles. it makes no
better. These architects and carpeniers difference whlch. but which In every case
confess that they are unable to do this. and may be totally and diametrically opposed to
so they turn it over to the cheaper workmen our convictions upon this matter ? We sit
of the different provinces. and say : Put up'here and legIsiate on a set of conditions
a but In every province, we cannot raise a wbldh we reprobate and do not consider to
central temple for this Dominion. Now. Sir, be the best, and yet say we keep our self
I do not know that I need to try to find respect. It Is Impossible to do so, Sir.
words more strong to characterize this than And If, thîsyear, this Jubilee year, the hon.
I have already used. But. SIr. it does seem gentleman has boasted that le bas brought
to me to be inherently necessary. If any;a nation to blrth. durlng this sare year If
parllamentary body is to keep Its self respect le carnes this Bil,, ie can put forth another
and its power, that it shall regulate its own boast-that after Uth nation was born, le
franchise. Why theSohctor Gçneral sald degraded it by sayng that t wasfot fitto
this afternoon-and whw we say it now after form and frame its own franchise. Sirbn the
bis leader has spoken j Government muet be a unit upon this mat-

ter. The Sohîitor General must give up thatThe SOLICITOR GENERAL. Ilear., hear. 1îînwadltsmeoyes ae1.o

Beithebestand et saoy web3 keour l

Mn. FOSTER. Hée wIll. Inwardly. 1 the nigit hon. gentleman muet modenate
suppose. But wbether ie will vocahly nake lbis theory. Wbich will be doue.? Neither.
known thesame feeling, I do flot know. Hije Neithen, Sir. The Solicitor General wil
said this aftennoon* We arc- not givingUp hold on, as ye bas held on before ; and the
controlof the franchise ; and If, after we riglt hongentleman hwial theorize, as bre bas
have enacted this plan, we find the localtheorized before. And bot fwilh aserape
legisiation lau Us transmutations, shouldaboas-drawng their salariesb, the Solntor
change thc franchise In a way that we do Genedal feeling that e t wabas s ot been able
tot think rignot w wwill correct the evi. to do what bis sense ofjustice prompted
But the moment you step n to correct, tbat hlm t do, and my rIght hon. friend Wt
moment you corne agalint your Prime Min- sali, along utterhy oblivious ho whether his
Ister and leader, for le bas deElared that t.is theory rigltor not, or lbstg wrong he
the inherent and sole rîglt of the locallegis- commits no men as good as he, or 1, or any
latures To fi the franchise. If It I the of the resit of us, If he can get bisanastie
sole and nherent rigt of the local legisha- theory of the franchise carried out-the
turs to fi the franchise, what. business theory that this great body sha ave no-
bas this legslature to medde wth it, no ting to, say with reference o tbe franchise
matter what the local legisiature does? By UPOIl WbiCb it exlshs.
the haon. gentleman's ownwlhtheoryeaescannoth
meddhe with t-or cisn he dendes thmself ThePRIzebfE MINISTER. I would ce-
wichIt i trucale not a diffcult tng for deavour, aif at ail poslible, to lit this dl-
hlm ho do. But surely ueowilm y lotu ttemnpt- ussion to therlevel whychitoug t to occupy
that track evey day of the year and onail by reason of mits gImportance. I wor anc
questions thatucore up. I ask hl it, he thing i saybwth ncere franchiet

whihitistre, s ota ificut hig, ordeavour, If at all posibl e tos si-t

makes that assertion and lays down the
principle that the local authorlty ought to'
be the only repository of power with regard
to the franchise, as it has the best knowl-
edge of It and is, therefore, best fitted to
fix It, is he golng to lay the antagonistic
principle alongslde of it, and expect them
to rest together, that we should interfere
with the laws passed by the local authority
If at any time they do not please us ? No
man who has the least Idea of logic or con-
sistency could put there two antagonistie
principles together. And so the right hon.

Mir. FOSTER.

have this grave question discussed ln a quiet
and judiclal manner. I arm afrald, however,
that this would be expecting too much from
my hon. frlend (Mr. Poster) who bas just
taken bis seat. The hon. gentleman does
not seem to be aware of the many contra-
dictions which are involved In his argumen:t.
He laboured, and laboured at great lenit
to prove the malcganey of this Government
In taklng away the franchise of certain per-
sons in a province If this Bill should become
law. He stateid and stated with some
warmth, that it was wlcked for this Parua-
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