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An amendment moved in committee on a bill, proposing to vary the methodof levying a new tax, was required by the Chair to be framed in such a wayas flot to increase the charge which would be imposed on any individual payerof the tax."
There is littie question that the purport of the amendment proposed by thehonourable Member for Edmonton West is to reduce the tax in respect oftransportation by some persons travelling by air and to increase the tax inrespect of other persons. Even if the amendment is intended to affect preciselythe same taxpayers and that, in theory at least, it means to provide preciselythe samne amount of revenue, it would of necessity transfer a greater burdenof taxation to one particular class of taxpayers or to a particular group oftaxpayers. In doing so it is suggested that the amendment is an infringementof the financial initiative of the Crown.
I realize, and I have to say this by way of conclusion, that it was not easyto reach this conclusion. I recognize that the honourable Member for EdmontonWest had a very strong point or argument to submit in support of his point ofview. However, on reflection and after having looked at ail aspects of thesituation I think it wouîd be very unwise for the Chair to accept the amend-ment from a procedural standpoint. I have corne to the conclusion after study-ing the authors and precedents that there would be no justification for theChair to accept the amendment as it is drafted at the present time.

Debate was resumed on the motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Mcllraith,-That Bill C-155, An Act to amend the Excise Tax Act, be now read a thirdtime and do pass.

And dehate continuing;
Mr. Lambert (Edmonton West), seconded by Mr. Bell, moved in amend-ment thereto,-That ahl the words after "That" be struck out and there besubstituted the following:

"Bull C-155 be not now read a third time but be read six months fromthis date."
After debate thereon, the question being put on the said proposed amend-ment, it was negatived on the following division:
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