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them noR . The .only. limit on the amoünt of defence construction in Canada
has been the quE.ntity of labour and materials available ..

Now, .next year, despite our huge programme, we hope to do some
other types . of construction . We are going to_have `to'bvild some new
buildings for operational units . We are_going to do more building at
Churchill . 'Those .needs .must be met_first . But:you may be assured that
your member ?dr . George Nixon, M .P:., and .the'offi.cers of_the regiment have
kept me fully alive to your need .

Now , just a word about the Reserve and its Rork .

Today.ue have in the,reserve .forces about the same number as in
the active forçes, that .is ..about .60,OOQ ., We believe that in age, training
and physique they . are we11 `up, to" anything tbatfwe have ever had before .
The number i$ higher than it was on the average in the years betReen the
nar and bet'èr, .Rork.is being done . We nant still more men . Ylhile Re have
not been âble .to .increase the_.con&truction of .large scale armouries, xe
have added very considerably,to .the ermoury accommodation for reserves
through the adaptation of wartime buildings and where it has been possible,
through the_purchase of buildings . During and since the xar'Re have built
or bought arnouries for practically-every naval_reserve division . Alto-
gether., since 1939 , it is a,fair, estimate that .we have increased the
total .accommodation .for the three services by more'than 50% . We have
increased the part occupied by the reserve'army by more than 25% .

This shows the importance Re.attach to the reserve :

For .this reason, I .am glad to be here' .and to'ask .for support
for this great unit,,with its'fine record, and to' thank you for the job you
are doing by Rorking'together in this community_in the defence of Canada .

S/A


