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to provide leadership in developing a
well-defined and effective mechanismn
(as was done with the International
Criniinal Court) to strengthen the
international human rights regimne in
the Hemisphere. An important point
was raised at the Halifax roundtable that
economic, social and cultural rights are as
important for a democracy as political
rights and attention was drawn to the
disintegrative trends globalization has
on the regional social fabric and culture.

Inclusion of traditionally exdluded
groups and access to decision-making
and deliberative bodies was also
identified as imperative for further
democratic development ini the region.
Many agreed that inclusion and access
should be institutionalized and become
an integral part of governance. Special
attention should be paid to Indigenous
Peoples, the disabled, people in poverty
and women. Canada could help, by
sharing its best practices in working
across the state and civil society divide.
In particular, we could contribute to
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